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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition No 0551/2020 by Kristian Kasabyan (Bulgarian) on buying and 
driving a car with a left hand side steering wheel in Ireland

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner resides in Ireland and wants to buy a car on a 5-years lease from Peugeot 
Bulgaria.  Ireland has installed restrictions impeding citizens to buy a car in another country 
and drive it in Ireland, unless they pay the Vehicle Registration Tax (VRT). The petitioner 
cannot change the Bulgarian number plate and pay the VRT as the car remains the property of 
the leasing company during the time of the contract. The petitioner therefore tried to buy the 
Peugeot car in Ireland, but he alleges to be informed that car dealers cannot sell nor order a 
car with left hand side steering wheel. The petitioner believes that his customer’s rights based 
on EU legislation have been violated.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 30 July 2020. Information requested from Commission under Rule 
227(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 18 January 2021

First, as regards the Irish vehicle registration tax (VRT), it can be noted that the taxation of 
motor vehicles has not been harmonised at EU level and differs considerably from one Member 
State to another. In fact, although the Commission has consistently tried to remove the 
persisting tax obstacles causing distortions to the free movement of passenger cars within the 
Internal Market, so far the Commission’s proposals in this area have not been adopted due to 
insufficient support from the Member States.

Bearing that in mind, in principle, Member States remain free to apply internal taxation to motor 
cars on the occasion of their first registration within their territory, and a large number of 
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Member States do apply such taxes. In doing so, however, they have to respect Article 110 of 
the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union (TFEU), which prohibits internal 
discriminatory taxation, directly or indirectly, on the products of other Member States in excess 
of that imposed directly or indirectly on similar domestic products.

In the case of Ireland, there are no indications that Ireland is in breach of EU law in this respect.

Regarding the possibility to buy and use left-hand drive vehicles in Ireland, the Commission’s 
services note that the Irish road safety authority specifically has provided guidance on the 
import and driving of such vehicles:

https://rsa.ie/Documents/VS_Information_Notes/Alternative_Cars_Fuels/FAQs%20on%20Le
ft%20hand%20drive%20vehicles.pdf 

In this regard, the Commission’s services further note that according to the guidance it is 
possible to import and use left-hand drive vehicles in Ireland. The Commission’s services have 
not found any evidence that Ireland would prohibit by law the purchasing or leasing of left-
hand drive vehicles. Although the petitioner refers to a particular private operator not wanting 
to import, sell and lease left-hand drive vehicles, the petitioner should be able to find an 
alternative private operator in Ireland or elsewhere in the European Union. The petitioner has 
not provided evidence of Irish authorities denying the import, purchasing, leasing and use of 
left-hand drive vehicles. 

Conclusion

In view of the available information gathered at this stage by the Commission’s services, it is 
possible to buy, lease and use left-hand drive vehicles in Ireland.
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