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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition No 0731/2020 by U.N. (German) on the obligation to display 
electricity prices at charging stations and on simplification of charging of 
electric vehicles

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner calls for an obligation on petrol stations to display electricity prices per kWh 
and of charged amount of energy in the same manner as it is displayed for petrol. He also 
calls for simplification of charging, which should not be bound to any membership scheme.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 22 October 2020. Information requested from Commission under 
Rule 227(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 18 January 2021

Low and zero-emission vehicles will play an important role in the transition of the transport 
sector to a climate neutral economy; a rapid uptake of such vehicles is expected in the coming 
years. Lack of suitable recharging infrastructure as well as inadequate information should not 
become a barrier for the uptake of vehicles. It is therefore a policy priority of the Commission 
to accelerate the deployment of interoperable and user-friendly alternative fuel infrastructure to 
contribute to the EU’s overall objective to significantly reduce carbon dioxide (CO2) emissions 
from transport. This is also explicitly stipulated in the Commission communication “The 
European Green Deal”1 and the “Sustainable and Smart Mobility Strategy”2 where the 

1 COM(2019) 640 final; https://ec.europa.eu/info/publications/communication-european-
green-deal_en
2 COM(2020)789 final; 
https://ec.europa.eu/transport/sites/transport/files/legislation/com20200789.pdf
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Commission sets the ambition to have 1 million public accessible recharging and refuelling 
points deployed by 2025.

Directive 2014/94/EU3 on the deployment of alternative fuels infrastructure creates a common 
framework of measures for the deployment of alternative fuels infrastructure, including electric 
recharging infrastructure, in the EU. The Directive requires Member States to set up long-term 
national policy frameworks for the development of the market as regards alternative fuels and 
the deployment of relevant alternative fuels infrastructure. The Directive also sets common 
technical specifications for recharging and refuelling stations that aim at ensuring 
interoperability and adequate consumer information. Among others, it requires that all 
recharging points accessible to the public provide for the possibility of ad hoc payments (Article 
4.9) and that the prices charged by the operators of recharging points are reasonable, easily and 
clearly comparable, transparent and non-discriminatory (Article 4.10).

The Commission is currently evaluating Directive 2014/94/EU4 and has started the impact 
assessment5 work with a view to propose a revision of the Directive in 2021. The work on the 
impact assessment will address the aspects raised by the petitioner. In particular, it will assess 
policy measures to ensure full price transparency and easy to use ad hoc payment options.

Conclusion

The petitioner raises important aspects with respect to electric recharging infrastructure 
development and stresses in particular the need for improved user information and payment 
options. Those aspects are regulated by Directive 2014/94/EU on the deployment of 
alternative fuels infrastructure. The Commission is currently evaluating this Directive and is 
working on a proposal for its revision that is planned for 2021. The aspects the petitioner 
raises are part of the ongoing assessment.

3 Directive 2014/94/EU of the European Parliament and of the Council of 22 October 2014 on the deployment of 
alternative fuels infrastructure, OJ L 307, 28.10.2014, p. 1–20.
4 See Evaluation Roadmap of 20 February 2019: https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-
regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/2111-Evaluation-of-the-Alternative-Fuels-Infrastructure-
Directive
5 See Inception Impact Assessment of 6 April 2020: https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-
regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/12251-Revision-of-Alternative-Fuels-Infrastructure-
Directive
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