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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition No 0643/2019 by Shanawas Babu (British), on behalf of Modus Live 
Business Consulting, on the establishment of indicators on the use of plastics 
and the carbon footprint of products

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner calls on the EU to consider making it mandatory for supermarkets and small 
shops to establish indicators on the use of plastics and the carbon footprint of the products 
they sell to consumers. Consumers will then be able to take environmental issues into account 
in deciding which products to buy.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 26 November 2019. Information requested from Commission under 
Rule 227(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 16 April 2021

The European Green Deal1 contains a series of ambitious measures with the objective of Europe 
becoming the world’s first climate-neutral continent by 2050 and decoupling growth from resource 
use. Among these measures, the Commission adopted on 11 March 2020 a new Circular Economy 
Action Plan2, which will feed into the European industrial strategy. A key objective of this new 
policy framework is to stimulate the development of climate neutral and circular products while 
reducing waste and boosting markets for secondary raw materials. 

The Commission will propose one or more legislative initiatives to create a sustainable product 

1 https://ec.europa.eu/info/strategy/priorities-2019-2024/european-green-deal_en
2 COM(2020) 98 final, available at https://ec.europa.eu/environment/circular-economy/index_en.htm
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policy framework. It will propose to widen the Ecodesign Directive3 beyond energy-related 
products so as to make it applicable to the broadest possible range of products and make it deliver 
on circularity. As part of this initiative or initiatives, the Commission will consider appropriate 
ways to regulate several parameters, including the reduction of carbon and environmental 
footprints. The Commission will also submit legislative proposals aiming at empowering 
consumers to choose the best products based on reliable information and protecting them against 
greenwashing. In addition, a legislative proposal will be tabled requiring companies to substantiate 
their environmental claims using the product and organisation environmental footprint methods 
developed by the Commission4. These methods provide a standardised way to calculate the carbon 
footprint of a product or organisation. In line with the principles of better regulation, the 
Commission is looking into different policy options regarding the possible use of this methodology 
within the timeframe of its mandate to achieve the above-mentioned objectives. 

The European Strategy for Plastics in a Circular Economy5 recognises the many benefits as well 
as challenges related to the production, use and disposal of plastics. It is important to make plastics 
more circular by improving the economics and quality of plastics recycling, developing a well-
functioning market for recycled plastics and curbing plastic waste and littering. A Directive on 
single use plastics6 was adopted on 5 June 2019, focussing on the 10 plastic items most often found 
on European beaches. For these items, the impact assessment found that measures needed to be 
taken, including banning some items and switching to reusable or otherwise more sustainable 
alternatives with regard to others.

Regarding biomaterials, the new Circular Economy Action Plan announces that the Commission 
will address emerging sustainability challenges by developing a policy framework on the sourcing, 
labelling and use of bio-based plastics, based on assessing where the use of bio-based feedstock 
results in genuine environmental benefits, going beyond the reduction in using fossil resources. 
The policy framework will also address the use of biodegradable or compostable plastics, based 
on an assessment of the applications where such use can be beneficial to the environment, and 
of the criteria for such applications. It will aim to ensure that labelling a product as 
‘biodegradable’ or ‘compostable’ does not mislead consumers to dispose of it in a way that 
causes plastic littering or pollution due to unsuitable environmental conditions or insufficient 
time for degradation.

Conclusion 

In line with the European Green Deal, the new Circular Economy Action Plan and the 
comprehensive European Strategy for Plastics in a Circular Economy, the Commission has taken 
and will continue to take a number of legislative and non-legislative actions to address the 
challenges plastics pose.

3 Directive 2009/125/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 21 October 2009 establishing a 
framework for the setting of ecodesign requirements for energy-related products, OJ L 285, 31.10.2009, p. 10–35.
4 https://ec.europa.eu/environment/eussd/smgp/policy_footprint.htm
5 https://ec.europa.eu/environment/waste/plastic_waste.htm
6 Directive (EU) 2019/904 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 5 June 2019 on the reduction of the 
impact of certain plastic products on the environment (Text with EEA relevance), OJ L 155, 12.6.2019, p. 1–19.
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