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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition No 1110/2020 by R. W. (German) on the assumption of costs for the 
retrofitting of older diesel vehicles to the Euro 6 standard

1. Summary of petition

The petition highlights the urgent need for legal certainty regarding the hardware retrofitting 
of older diesel vehicles (Euro 5 and below). With a view to allowing owners to avoid the 
inner-city bans on diesel vehicles that are to be expected in future, the authorities should 
either specify themselves the standards that are technically necessary or engage in efforts 
towards that goal. The petitioner also calls for the Federal Government of the Federal 
Republic of Germany to cover part of the costs involved in hardware retrofitting by approving 
premiums.  The petitioner justifies this primarily by highlighting the fact that the current 
public debate on the risk of inner-city driving bans for diesel vehicles does not take due 
account of the fact that technical options already exist for performing relatively 
straightforward hardware retrofits on diesel vehicles, including older diesel vehicles, so that 
they can be upgraded not only from Euro 5, but also, for example, from Euro 4 to the Euro 6 
standard.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 21 January 2021. Information requested from Commission under Rule 
227(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 20 May 2021

Concerning type approval rules, so far the relevant legislation does not include the possibility 
of retrofitting passenger cars of a previous class to comply with the rules of a subsequent class 
of emissions, i.e. upgrading a vehicle type approved to Euro 5 limits to a Euro 6 compliant 
vehicle. 



PE692.972v01-00 2/2 CM\1232186EN.docx

EN

In order to evaluate retrofit technologies and the possible modalities of implementing 
retrofitting into EU law, the Commission has launched the study “Testing Retrofit 
Technologies”, funded by the European Parliament. The results of this project will be made 
available in the beginning of 2022.

On the main question asked by the German parliament, concerning the obligation of the 
manufacturers to cover the costs of retrofitting, such an obligation has no basis in type approval 
rules. For vehicles that comply with given type approval requirements, manufacturers are under 
no obligation to financially support the improvement of the emission performance of a vehicle. 

It remains at the discretion of Member States to financially support improvements in emission 
behaviour of vehicles, as Germany has already done for vehicles held by the communes (light 
and heavy duty), commercial vehicles and delivery vehicles.

Conclusion

The request to oblige automotive manufacturers to cover the costs of retrofitting older vehicles 
has no basis in EU law. Member States may choose to support retrofitting of vehicles if they 
consider it appropriate.


