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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition No 1002/2020 by Dan Mihalașcu (Romanian) on the alleged misuse 
of EU funding for the support of medical and auxiliary workers fighting 
COVID-19 in Romania

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner, an officer working for the Romanian General Inspectorate for Emergency 
Situations (ISU), states that he participated in a rescue operation at the domicile of a COVID-
infected person but that, afterwards, his hierarchy unlawfully denied him the risk stimulus 
granted to medical and auxiliary workers fighting COVID-19. He argues that this is an 
example of misuse of EU funding, since the stimulus is paid from EU funds received by the 
Romanian state.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 17 December 2020. Information requested from Commission under 
Rule 227(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 7 June 2021

 The Emergency Ordinance No 43/2020 of 6 April 2020, article 8, specified that a range of 
persons is eligible for a monthly risk incentive of 2 500 lei gross if they are directly involved 
in the transport, equipment, assessment, diagnosis, treatment and other activities of patients 
diagnosed with COVID-19. The list of personnel eligible for this risk incentive is established 
by the head of the employing unit; therefore the petitioner should enforce his right and obtain 
redress, if possible, with the national authorities.

Even if the incentives were partially covered by EU funds, it needs to be noted that the European 
Structural and Investment Funds follow the principle of shared management between the 
Commission and the Member States, respecting the competences of each party. The Romanian 
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authorities are therefore responsible for managing the funds, from the selection to the 
implementation of projects, in line with the relevant Romanian and EU legislation, and based 
on the programmes approved by the Commission. The Commission only participates in an 
advisory capacity (Regulation (EU) No 1303/2013, Article 48(3)1) in the monitoring 
committees for each Operational Programme and monitors the management and control 
systems, together with the overall performance. 

On the basis of the information provided by the petitioner, it does not appear that the matter to 
which he refers is related to the application of Union rules preventing misuse of EU funds. It 
appears rather to be a matter of pure national competence and in such cases, it is for the 
Romanian authorities, including judicial authorities, to ensure that the petitioner’s rights are 
effectively protected in accordance with their national and with EU legislation. 

Conclusion

This petition concerns the failure to grant a ‘stimulus’ in an individual case in the framework 
of a scheme designed and implemented by a Member State and co-financed by the EU. The 
protection of the petitioner’s rights falls fully within the responsibility of the Member State. 
Therefore the petitioner should seek to enforce his right and obtain redress, if possible, with the 
national authorities.

On the basis of the information provided, the Commission is not in a position to identify any 
misuse of EU funding.

1 Regulation (EU) No 1303/2013 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 17 December 2013 laying 
down common provisions on the European Regional Development Fund, the European Social Fund, the Cohesion 
Fund, the European Agricultural Fund for Rural Development and the European Maritime and Fisheries Fund and 
laying down general provisions on the European Regional Development Fund, the European Social Fund, the 
Cohesion Fund and the European Maritime and Fisheries Fund and repealing Council Regulation (EC) 
No 1083/2006, OJ L 347, 20.12.2013, p. 320–469.


