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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition No 1082/2020 by Erick Labrousse (French) on biodiversity, including 
the protection of birds and their habitats, and the alleged violation of the Birds 
Directive by the introduction of summer time

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner denounces the increase in pollutants and describes their harmful consequences 
for the environment, climate and air quality. He further lists the effects of air pollution on the 
quality of the habitat of animal and plant species, as well as the adverse consequences they have 
on fauna and human health. The petitioner also maintains that hunting must only be allowed to 
start one hour after sunrise and stop one hour before sunset and that the clocks should not change 
(summer time) so as to ensure that the start of the day remains fixed. In his view, the disruption 
caused by the clocks changing and summer time is a disaster for biodiversity. He maintains that 
France, by observing summer time, infringes the Birds Directive (Directive 2009/147/EC of the 
European Parliament and of the Council of 30 November 2009 on the conservation of wild 
birds).

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 12 January 2021. Information requested from Commission under Rule 
227(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 8 June 2021

The Commission’s observations
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The State of Nature report published in November 20201 indicates that, in France, 0.3% of the 
assessments of Species of Community Importance show mixed air pollution and air-borne 
pollutants as a pressure factor affecting the species’ conservation status. The main pollution 
pressure on species in France is reported to be the pollution of surface and groundwater. 

The petitioner does not detail the impact of the French law on hunting time on the protection of 
species. He also does not explain why it would be in breach of Article 8 of the Birds Directive2 
and how it would contribute to large-scale or non-selective capture or killing of birds. 

The Commission guide to sustainable hunting3 provides guidance on hunting to ensure selective 
killing and avoid the risk of confusing bird species. The guide also refers to lighting conditions 
in that respect. Poor visibility at sunrise and sunset or at night can significantly reduce the 
capacity of hunters to correctly identify bird species. Artificial light sources are also a 
prohibited method listed in Annex IV (a) of the Birds Directive.

Conclusion

The petition does not provide sufficient information to establish a possible breach of EU law. 
The Commission is monitoring the application of the provision of the Birds Directive on non-
selective birds capture or killing and has sent a reasoned opinion to France in July 20204 to call 
on France to stop illegal hunting and review certain capture methods for birds.

1 See Pressure J03 
https://tableau.discomap.eea.europa.eu/t/Natureonline/views/sonpressuresandthreats/Pressuresandthreats?:isGues
tRedirectFromVizportal=y&:display_count=n&:showAppBanner=false&:origin=viz_share_link&:showVizHom
e=n&:embed=y
2 Directive 2009/147/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 30 November 2009 on the conservation 
of wild birds, OJ L 20, 26.1.2010, p. 7–25.
3 See paragraph 2.6.12 
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/conservation/wildbirds/hunting/docs/hunting_guide_en.pdf
4 https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/inf_20_1212
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