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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition No 1327/2020 by A. L.C. (Romanian), on behalf of Asociația pentru 
Monitorizare Prospecție Mediu și Ecologie, on the alleged illegal operation of 
a landfill in Călărași, Romania

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner claims that two waste management companies have set up a 100 hectares illegal 
landfill near the town of Oltenița in Romania, in breach of EU legislation. The petitioner 
contends that over 150.000 tons of mixed hazardous medical and household waste has been 
dumped directly onto the soil, leading to an unprecedented ecological disaster that has 
irreversibly polluted the Danube River. The petitioner is highly concerned about the health risks 
for the local population and accuses the local authorities of complacency and facilitation. The 
petitioner also exposes numerous alleged illegal activities of waste management companies 
operating in the region.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 11 March 2021. Information requested from Commission under Rule 
227 (6).

3. Commission reply, received on 8 July 2021

The Commission's observations

Romania is under the obligation under the European Union law to close down all its substandard 
landfill sites and ensure that existing landfills operate in full compliance with Council Directive 
1999/31/EC of 26 April 1999 on the landfill of waste1. This Directive lays down technical 

1 Council Directive 1999/31/EC of 26 April 1999 on the landfill of waste, OJ L 182, 16.7.1999, p. 1–19.
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standards and procedures for the landfill of waste in order to prevent or reduce as far as possible 
the negative effects on the environment and preserve the quality of the environment. The 
Directive lays down criteria for the choice of the location for the landfill site, establishes a 
specific permit procedure and sets out requirements for the monitoring and control of the site. 

A complaint concerning the landfill in Călărași has recently been examined by the 
Commission’s services (complaint lodged in November 2020, registered under reference 
number CHAP(2020)03423. The complainant alleged violations of EU legislation, including 
Council Directive 1999/31/EC. As concluded by the Commission the landfill is an individual 
case of incorrect application of the Directive and for this reason the matter should be addressed 
with the Romanian competent authorities, namely the Ministry of the Environment, or directly 
to the court at the administrative contentious section.

The Commission is constantly preoccupied about the landfilling of waste in Romania and has 
taken appropriate steps where a systemic breach of EU law was identified. In this respect, the 
Commission has opened several infringement cases. 

In particular, following an infringement procedure initiated by the Commission, on 18 October 
2018, the Court of Justice of the European Union (CJEU) found that Romania failed to fulfil its 
obligations in relation to 68 landfills (28 for municipal waste, 25 for industrial hazardous waste 
and 15 for industrial non-hazardous waste), namely that these had not been closed and 
rehabilitated by 16 July 2009, as required by the aforementioned Directive (case C-301/17). On 
15 May 2020, the Commission addressed Romania a letter of formal notice under Article 260 
TFEU for the non-execution of the judgement in relation to 48 landfills (12 municipal, 24 
hazardous and 12 non-hazardous).

A similar infringement procedure was initiated as regards 15 municipal waste landfills which 
had not been closed and rehabilitated by 16 July 2017, as required by the Directive and the 
Accession Treaty of Romania. A letter of formal notice under Article 258 TFEU was addressed 
to Romania on 29 October 2020.

Conclusions

Based on the information provided by the petitioner, the alleged activities should be raised with 
national/regional administrative and/or judicial bodies in charge of the implementation of the 
waste legislation, which are primarily responsible to verify the non-compliance situation and 
provide the appropriate means to address the matter. 


