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Animal Protection Society, signed by 162 other people, on prohibiting live 
animal exports

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner states that millions of animals are transported each year on Europe’s roads and 
exported from the EU and that this causes them great stress and anxiety. They are tortured and 
killed, whilst fully conscious, during stressful, dangerous sea journeys. There is evidence of 
clear, widespread violations of EU provisions. The European Parliament is called on to 
recognise the suffering caused by live animal exports and to announce a plan to put an end to 
this cruel trade.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 23 March 2021. Information requested from Commission under Rule 
227 (6).

3. Commission reply, received on 5 July 2021

The Commission’s observations 

The Commission is aware that animals transported over long journeys, including for export by 
road or by sea to third countries, are exposed to specific animal welfare hazards. 

The legislation requires additional conditions for long journeys and especially for transporters, 
means of transport by road and livestock vessels. 

However, the setting of animal welfare rules at the time of slaughter, and their enforcement, in 
non-EU countries is under the competence of the national competent authorities. Non-EU 
countries are nevertheless bound by relevant EU regulations when slaughtering animals for the 
export of meat to the EU market.
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In the context of the Farm to Fork Strategy1, the Commission will revise the animal welfare 
legislation, including on animal transport, to align it with the latest scientific evidence, broaden 
its scope, make it easier to enforce and ultimately ensure a higher level of animal welfare. 

Against this background, the Commission has mandated the European Food Safety Authority 
to provide scientific opinions, notably one on animal transport. The request on animal transport 
includes specific questions on export by livestock vessels and on export by road. In the light of 
this scientific opinion, as well as the experience gained during the implementation of the 
legislation, the Commission will consider the most appropriate measures for the future.

Conclusion

The Commission is aware of the animal welfare issues related to very long journeys. The export 
of animals to third countries will be one of the key issues that the Commission will consider in 
the context of the forthcoming revision of the legislation on animal transport.

1 COM(2020) 381 final.


