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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition No 0281/2021 by Maria Nadine Andrés Moreno (Spanish) on the 
abuse of fixed-term contracts by the Spanish authorities

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner complains that the Spanish authorities are making improper use of fixed-term 
contracts, thereby infringing Council Directive 1999/70/EC of 28 June 1999 concerning the 
framework agreement on fixed-term work concluded by ETUC, UNICE and CEEP. The 
petitioner states that the government’s efforts to reform the legislation are aimed at reducing 
fixed-term work rather than punishing abuses. In her view, their goal is to use selection 
procedures to fill temporary posts. She asks for confirmation of whether or not the reform of 
the legislation in Spain truly transposes Directive 1999/70/EEC because, as far as she is 
concerned, it does not punish abuses.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 18 June 2021. Information requested from Commission under Rule 
227(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 13 August 2021

The Commission’s observations

The petition preceded the approval of the amendment of the Spanish Basic Statute of the Public 
Employee on 6 July through Royal Decree-Law 14/2021, which modifies the rules applicable 
to fixed-term employees in the Spanish public sector. 

The Commission is currently assessing the amendment in order to assess its conformity with 
European Union law, particularly with the Framework Agreement on fixed-term work annexed 
to Directive 1999/70/EC and the requirement for Member States to include in their national law 
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measures to prevent abuses arising from the use of fixed-term employment relationships.

Conclusion

The petition preceded the approval of the amendment of the Spanish Basic Statute of the Public 
Employee on 6 July through Royal Decree-Law 14/2021. The Commission is currently 
assessing this amendment in order to assess its conformity with the requirements of Directive 
1999/70/EC.


