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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition No 0626/2019 by G.T. (Italian) on conditions of detention in Libyan 
camps

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner expresses concern at the inhumane treatment of detainees at the three ‘Califfa’ 
camps, maintaining that the human rights of dissidents and immigrants are being infringed 
there. He requests the closure of these camps in Libya and calls for those responsible to be 
brought before the International Court of Justice in The Hague.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 26 November 2019. Information requested from Commission under 
Rule 227(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 27 September 2021

 The EU fully shares the concerns expressed in the petition. Respect for rights, freedoms and 
principles as set out in the EU Charter of Fundamental Rights is at the heart of the EU’s 
approach and action with regard to addressing the challenges of irregular migration and the 
situation of refugees in Libya.

The Commission is aware of non-governmental organisations’ (NGOs) reports of torture and 
unlawful killings and of the significant worsening of health, nutrition, sanitation and access 
conditions in detention centres. In the EU’s discussions, it urges the Libyan authorities to end 
the current arbitrary detention system and to establish alternatives to detention. In addition, the 
EU has encouraged the authorities to put in place a mechanism ensuring that migrants are 
properly screened and registered, and assisted in accordance with their specific condition. 
Moreover, the EU has repeatedly urged Libyan authorities to ensure unhindered access for 
United Nations (UN) agencies and humanitarian actors both inside and outside detention 
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centres, and to remove all obstacles to their ability to operate fully. 

Over recent years, the EU has stepped up its engagement. Thanks to the work of the African 
Union-United Nations-European Union Task Force on Libya, almost 50,000 people have been 
able to return home voluntarily with reintegration support, while more than 5,000 persons in 
need for international protection have been evacuated out of Libya with a view to their 
resettlement. The EU has also supported direct resettlements from Libya.

Under the North of Africa window of the EU Emergency Trust Fund for Africa (EUTF), the 
EU has allocated around €455 million in support to migration-related projects in Libya. 
Through the EUTF, the EU is actively working to provide protection, assistance and safer 
options to migrants, refugees and internally displaced people in Libya. Assistance is being 
provided to migrants at disembarkation points, inside and outside detention centres and in host 
communities. Assistance provided includes medical assistance, the distribution of basic items 
and hygiene kits. Support is also aimed at the stabilisation of host communities, through socio-
economic development at municipal level and to better integrate migrants, internally displaced 
persons (IDPs) and returnees. Programmes are implemented by international partners on the 
ground, including UN agencies, such as the International Organization for Migration (IOM), 
the UN Refugee Agency (UNHCR) and the UN Procurement Division (UNPD) or by EU 
Member States.

Conclusion

As the biggest aid donor, the EU is making a significant contribution to address the challenging 
situation in Libya, which has further deteriorated since the beginning of the COVID-19 
pandemic. The protection of refugees, asylum-seekers, IDPs and vulnerable migrants as well 
as the stabilisation of host communities have been and remain key pillars of the EU’s 
engagement in the country. 


