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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition No 0019/2020 by Vicente Quintana Pérez (Spanish), on behalf of the 
Canarian People’s Union, on protection of the Canarian people from a 
threatened invasion of territorial waters and an environmental hazard

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner expresses concern at the oil exploration activities planned by the Kingdom of 
Morocco off the coast of the eastern Canary Islands, which pose an environmental threat to an 
area of high ecological sensitivity recognised by the European Union. He also calls on the EU 
to make known its position regarding the implementation of the Final Act of the Third United 
Nations Conference on the Law of the Sea, Resolution III, in line with the Charter of the 
United Nations. The aim would be the recognition of a free and sovereign archipelago state or 
of full internal autonomy for the Canary Islands archipelago.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 27 April 2020. Information requested from Commission under Rule 
227(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 20 September 2021

‘The Commission's observations 

The EU considers that any bilateral issue that may arise between an EU Member State and a 
third country about the exercise of sovereign rights in their respective maritime areas in 
accordance with the UN Convention on the Law of the Sea should be resolved peacefully 
through negotiations between the States concerned.

It is therefore not the role of the Commission to express a position on behalf of the EU on 
such issues. Furthermore, it is not for the Commission to take any position on behalf of the 
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EU on issues relating to the status of autonomous entities within the jurisdiction of a Member 
State.

As regards environmental aspects, no specific breach of EU legislation is cited in the 
petition.  

Conclusion

Since issues relating to the exercise of sovereign rights in maritime areas falling under the 
respective jurisdiction of a Member State of the EU and a third State must be resolved 
peacefully, through negotiations between the States concerned in accordance with the 
international law of the sea, it is not the role of the Commission to express a position on 
behalf of the EU on such issues. Likewise, it is not incumbent on the Commission to take any 
position on questions relating to the internal constitutional order of a Member State in relation 
to autonomous entities under its jurisdiction. 

Regarding the compliance with the environmental Directives, the Commission would observe 
that no specific breach of EU legislation is cited in the petition. 

The Commission is therefore not in a position to intervene on behalf of the petitioner on the 
issues at stake in the petition.’


