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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition No 1264/2020 by Valeria Sofía Armesto Rodríguez (Spanish) on 
Spain’s possible infringement of EU environmental legislation

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner says that, among the EU Member States, Spain has the second highest number 
of open environmental cases and that the Spanish Government keeps infringing environmental 
legislation, despite the Court of Justice judgments and the penalties imposed. The petitioner 
asks the Committee on Petitions to take all necessary steps to prevent Spain from continuing to 
systematically and repeatedly breach environmental legislation and from continuing to damage 
the environment.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 19 April 2021. Information requested from Commission under Rule 
227(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 30 September 2021

The Commission’s observations

Article 17 of the Treaty on European Union (TEU) entrusts the Commission, as guardian of the 
EU treaties, with the task of enforcing EU law, by monitoring the application of EU primary 
and secondary law and ensuring its uniform application throughout the EU. In exercising this 
power, the Commission acts under the supervision of the Court of Justice of the EU. In 
exercising this role, the Commission promotes the general interest of the Union and acts on its 
own initiative or on the basis of complaints submitted by citizens. 

The Commission has consistently acted to ensure that EU law is enforced and implemented and 
has taken forward a number of infringement procedures against Spain when EU law obligations 



PE697.771v01-00 2/2 CM\1240387EN.docx

EN

have not been met.

Statistics on environmental infringements (per year, environmental sector and Member States) 
are available at the following site:

https://ec.europa.eu/environment/legal/law/statistics.htm 

Further to the infringement procedures, the Commission has developed the Environmental 
Implementation Review (EIR) as a tool to improve implementation of EU environmental law 
and policy. It aims to address the causes of implementation gaps and try to find solutions before 
problems become urgent. The Commission has worked extensively with Spain to reduce issues 
around implementation, and has provided significant funding.

Without prejudice to the above, the Commission notes that Member States have the primary 
responsibility for transposing, applying and implementing EU law correctly. They also have to 
ensure that citizens seeking protection against national measures that are incompatible with EU 
law have access to sufficient and effective redress mechanisms. In accordance with the 
Commission’s strategic approach to its enforcement policy1, such national means of redress are 
the most appropriate mechanism to deal with individual cases of incorrect application that do 
not raise issues of wider principle, where there is insufficient evidence of a general practice, of 
a problem of compliance of national legislation with EU law or of a systematic failure to comply 
with EU law. 

Conclusion

In view of the above, the Commission cannot give any further follow-up to this petition. 

1 Communication from the Commission — EU law: Better results through better application
C/2016/8600 - OJ C 18, 19.1.2017, p. 10–20.
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