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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition No 0296/2021 by Christian Chanseaume (French), on behalf of the 
AAPPMA BOURG LASTIC association, on the removal of the EDF dam on 
the Chavanon river in the Dordogne

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner, who represents an association for the conservation of the aquatic environment 
(fishing federation), describes an environmental project on the Chavanon river in the Dordogne. 
He wishes to communicate directly with European bodies to ensure that local authorities 
representing the French Government do not hinder the actions required to comply, first, with 
Article L2014-17 of the French Environment Code, which some parties had tried to waive 
during the initial project, and second with the two European directives (Water Framework 
Directive 2000/60/EC) on water quantity and quality. It has been established that the project 
does not comply with either of those directives and has thus had ‘red’ status since 2015.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 18 June 2021. The Commission was asked to provide further 
information under Rule 227(6) of the Rules of Procedure.

3. Commission reply, received on 16 September 2021

The Commission’s observations

Article 4(1) of the Water Framework Directive (WFD)1 requires Member States to ‘implement 
the necessary measures to prevent deterioration of the status of all bodies of surface water’, and 
stipulates that ‘Member States shall protect, enhance and restore all bodies of surface water’ in 

1 Directive 2000/60/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 23 October 2000 establishing a 
framework for Community action in the field of water policy, OJ L 327, 22.12.2000, p. 1.
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order to achieve good surface water body status.

The petitioner claims that the condition of the water body is deteriorating as a result of the EDF 
dam at the quarry on the Chavanon river and that, if the government abandoned its plans to 
remove the dam, it would not be possible for the bodies of water in question to achieve ‘good’ 
status. 

The EDF dam across the river was built almost a hundred years ago and left unfinished. 
Therefore, it has never been used or served a purpose. It is located on a part of the river from 
which, according to the petitioner, two structures obstructing the river have already been 
removed and works to remove a third are under way. Those works, together with the removal 
of the quarry dam on the Chavanon river, are part of a regional development contract. That 
contract, Chavanon en Action, was signed by all parties concerned for a five-year period (2021-
2025) with the aim of protecting and restoring the water and wetlands of the Chavanon river 
basin. 

The goal is to allow fish (such as river trout) to move freely and reproduce, and to ensure 
efficient transport of sediment.

The river continuity restoration project in the Chavanon river – a tributary of the Dordogne – is 
mentioned in a document which lists the priorities for river continuity restoration in the Adour-
Garonne basin from 2020 to 20272. The sections the petitioner singles out for restoration contain 
structures that, under Article L214 of the French Environment Code, are classified as structures 
that are being brought into line with the regulations and in respect of which the plans have been 
finalised, financing has been scheduled and building work is under way.

According to Annex V 1.1.1 WFD, the definition of the ecological status of a body of water 
includes biological elements (abundance and diversity of aquatic flora and fauna), but also the 
hydromorphological elements supporting them, such as hydrological regime, river continuity 
and morphological conditions (depth, width and structure of the river bed and bank). 
Hydromorphological quality is the framework for the development of aquatic life.

Under Annex II 1.4 WFD, Member States must collect and maintain information on the type 
and magnitude of the significant anthropogenic pressures to which the surface water bodies in 
each river basin district are liable to be subject, in particular as regards the ‘identification of 
significant morphological alterations to water bodies’.

With regard to the ecological quality of water body FRFR106A on the Chavanon river between 
the Ramade pond and the Bort-les-Orgues reservoir, the Commission has no information other 
than that provided in the River Basin Management Plans (RBMP) for 2016-2021. It has also 
drawn on electronic reports sent to the Reportnet platform and the tables and maps available on 
the European Water System, WISE3. This reporting is conducted every six years. The 
information in the second RBMP 2016-2021 indicates that the ecological status of the body of 
water concerned is ‘good’, but no information is provided beyond 2015.

The information provided by the petitioner lacks the sufficient detail and evidence required to 

2 http://www.occitanie.developpement-durable.gouv.fr/mise-en-oeuvre-de-la-restauration-de-la-continuite-
a25270.html

3 WISE, Water Information System: https://maps.eea.europa.eu/wab/WaterFrameworkDirective/

http://www.occitanie.developpement-durable.gouv.fr/mise-en-oeuvre-de-la-restauration-de-la-continuite-a25270.html
http://www.occitanie.developpement-durable.gouv.fr/mise-en-oeuvre-de-la-restauration-de-la-continuite-a25270.html
https://maps.eea.europa.eu/wab/WaterFrameworkDirective/
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establish whether there has been any deterioration of the water body concerned.

Under the WFD, the recovery of good hydromorphological status is a quality factor which 
underpins good ecological status. This recovery inherently fosters the maintenance and 
achievement of good or even very good ecological status once anthropogenic pressures are 
removed.

In keeping with similar upstream and downstream activities, the planned removal of an 
abandoned and unnecessary structure in the Adour-Garonne river basin in order to restore a 
free-flowing river is a project not only in line with the WFD objectives, but also with the 
Biodiversity Strategy for 20304, a pillar of the European Green Deal5. The Biodiversity Strategy 
encourages Member States to accelerate the restoration of aquatic environments by setting a 
target for the removal of obsolete barriers in order to restore at least 25 000 km of free-flowing 
rivers by 2030.

That objective was set at European level on the basis that freshwater ecosystems face major 
threats, one of the causes being a large number of structures which create obstacles along rivers. 
Therefore, the plan to remove the dam on the Chavanon river is perfectly in tune with the 
abovementioned objective.

Conclusion 

Owing to insufficient detail in the petitioner’s request, it cannot be concluded that the WFD has 
been breached, whether in terms of water body quality or the nature of any potential obstruction 
to this river continuity restoration project.

Furthermore, ensuring that EU legislation is abided by and implemented is primarily a matter 
for the Member States. The Commission has indeed stressed6 that ‘national courts are “the 
common courts” for upholding EU law and contribute effectively to enforcing it in individual 
cases [...] seeking protection against national measures that are incompatible with EU law or 
financial compensation for the damage caused by such measures.’

4 https://ec.europa.eu/environment/strategy/biodiversity-strategy-2030_en
5 https://ec.europa.eu/info/strategy/priorities-2019-2024/european-green-deal_en
6 Communication from the Commission – ‘EU law: Better results through better application’, C/2016/8600, 
OJ C 18, 19.1.2017, p. 10.

https://ec.europa.eu/environment/strategy/biodiversity-strategy-2030_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/strategy/priorities-2019-2024/european-green-deal_en

