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Subject: Petition No 0133/2021 by N.B. (German) on standard cables for chargers in 
household and garden appliances

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner calls for enacting a uniform standard charging cables used to charge household 
and garden appliances with rechargeable batteries. In her view, this would reduce the generation 
of electric and electronic waste and improve sustainability of products. The standard cable 
should also be designed in a way to improve its usability by people with disabilities.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 28 May 2021. Information requested from Commission under Rule 
227(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 7 October 2021

The Commission's observations

(1) The Ecodesign and Energy Labelling Legal Framework

External Power Supplies fall under the scope of the Ecodesign Directive1. It is setting the 
framework for product specific implementing measures, such as Regulation (EU) 2019/1782 of 
1 October 20192 laying down ecodesign requirements for external power supplies.

1 Directive 2009/125/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 21 October 2009 establishing a 
framework for the setting of ecodesign requirements for energy-related products (Text with EEA relevance), OJ 
L 285, 31.10.2009, p. 10–35.
2 Commission Regulation (EU) 2019/1782 of 1 October 2019 laying down ecodesign requirements for external 
power supplies pursuant to Directive 2009/125/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council and repealing 
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Regulation (EU) 2019/1782 lays down information and performance requirements which must 
be met by all appliances sold and installed in the European Union. The enforcement of these 
requirements is the responsibility of national market surveillance authorities.

(2) The “Common Charger” Initiative

The Commission has been working over the past years on the so-called “Common Charger” 
initiative with the goal to reduce the level of fragmentation of charging solutions for mobile 
phones (and other small electronic portable devices), in order to enhance consumer convenience 
and reduce unnecessary electronic waste.

Current revisions of regulatory requirements:
As part of the “Common Charger” Initiative, a proposal to amend the Radio Equipment 
Directive 2014/53/EU3 is planned for 2021. One of the main objectives of this revision is to 
achieve a high level of interoperability between certain mobile electronic devices, like for 
example mobile phones, tablets, or loudspeakers, and their charging equipment. Such 
interoperability can be achieved by means of standardised connectors and charging protocols 
on both the device and the power supply side. The most promising and suitable candidates for 
such standardisation are the USB Type-C connector4 and the USB Power Delivery Charging 
Protocol5, which are both subject to harmonised European standards. Depending on market 
developments, other devices might be requested to meet those requirements in future.

In parallel, these new requirements are due to be complemented by a corresponding revision of 
the Ecodesign Regulation for External Power Supplies, a process which is now about to start. 
It is premature to know the details of this revision but the requirements on the power supply 
side will aim to support the corresponding requirements to be adopted on the device side. Due 
to variety of power supplies and their applications, this revision will likely aim to clearly label 
those power supplies which are compatible with the charging protocol and interfaces which will 
be required for mobile devices.

At the same time, the scope of the External Power Supply Regulation is not limited to those 
power supplies used by small mobile devices, but covers also larger equipment, be it for battery 
powered appliances (like gardening tools) or not (for example computer monitors). As the USB 
Type C connector (which is non-polarised) and the USB Power-Delivery Protocol are in the 
meantime standardized also for high power6, it is very likely that a clear labelling of those power 
supplies will lead to their proliferation for various applications. Regarding the chargers of larger 
battery operated mobile applications, some preliminary analytical and scoping work has been 
undertaken to prepare for the forthcoming ecodesign working plan. This work considered 
among other things “universal batteries” and “universal external power supplies”7. Plans to 
revise and extend the scope of the above-mentioned Ecodesign Directive are currently 

Commission Regulation (EC) No 278/2009 (Text with EEA relevance), OJ L 272, 25.10.2019, p. 95–106. EUR-
Lex - 32019R1782 - EN - EUR-Lex (europa.eu)
3 Directive 2014/53/EU of the European Parliament and of the Council of 16 April 2014 on the harmonisation of 
the laws of the Member States relating to the making available on the market of radio equipment and repealing 
Directive 1999/5/EC Text with EEA relevance, OJ L 153, 22.5.2014, p. 62–106.  EUR-Lex - 32014L0053 - EN - 
EUR-Lex (europa.eu)
4 EN IEC 62680-1-3:2020
5 EN IEC 62680-1-2:2020
6 up to 240W in the latest revision.
7 https://www.ecodesignworkingplan20-24.eu/documents 

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=uriserv:OJ.L_.2019.272.01.0095.01.ENG
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=uriserv:OJ.L_.2019.272.01.0095.01.ENG
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/en/TXT/?uri=CELEX:32014L0053
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/en/TXT/?uri=CELEX:32014L0053
https://www.ecodesignworkingplan20-24.eu/documents
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underway in the context of the upcoming Sustainable Product Initiative8, but energy-related 
products such as External Power Supplies are likely to remain within the scope.

None of these requirements apply to charging cables directly. Nevertheless, a requirement for 
USB Power-Delivery for the appliances to be charged may in turn mean a requirement for a 
standardised charging cable as well.

Conclusions

In order to ensure a high level of interoperability between small mobile devices and their power 
supplies, a proposal to revise the Radio Equipment Directive 2014/53/EU is currently being 
developed as part of the “Common Charger” Initiative. Most likely, the non-polarised USB 
Type-C connector and the USB Power Delivery Charging Protocol will be proposed as 
standardised requirements. At the same time, work is about to start on the revision of the 
External Power Supply Regulation, to elaborate complementary provisions on the power supply 
side, which will also apply to other, including larger, applications. Preliminary analytical work 
has been undertaken on extending such requirements to larger mobile devices such as household 
and garden appliances. Although not directly regulated, such requirements will likely affect 
also the cables which will be usable with such devices and chargers.

8 https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/12567-Sustainable-products-
initiative_en 

https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/12567-Sustainable-products-initiative_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/12567-Sustainable-products-initiative_en

