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<Commission>{PETI}Committee on Petitions</Commission>

<Date>{06/10/2021}6.10.2021</Date>
<TitreType>NOTICE TO MEMBERS</TitreType>
Subject:	<TITRE>Petition No 0136/2021 by Paul Thorer (German) on the standardisation of electrical plug and valve connections throughout the European Union</TITRE>
1.	Summary of petition
The petitioner laments the fact that, in an interconnected world of full mobility, electrical and gas cylinder connections, for example, still differ from one country to another.
2.	Admissibility
Declared admissible on 28 May 2021. Information requested from Commission under Rule 227(6).
3.	Commission reply, received on 6 October 2021
‘The petition
The petition refers to “electrical plugs and connections” without specifying the application referred to. The Low Voltage Directive (LVD)[footnoteRef:1] explicitly excludes ‘plugs and socket outlets for domestic use’ in Annex II. Therefore, plugs and socket outlets for domestic use fall under the General Product Safety Directive (GPSD)[footnoteRef:2]. However, ‘plugs and socket outlets for industrial use’ are covered by the LVD. [1:  Directive 2014/35/EU of the European Parliament and of the Council of 26 February 2014 on the harmonisation of the laws of the Member States relating to the making available on the market of electrical equipment designed for use within certain voltage limits, OJ L 96, 29.3.2014, p. 357–374.]  [2:  Directive 2001/95/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 3 December 2001 on general product safety, OJ L 11, 15.1.2002, p. 4–17.] 


[bookmark: _GoBack]The Commission’s observations 
Regarding valves of gas bottles, this issue is not governed by the Regulation (EU) 2016/426[footnoteRef:3] on appliances burning gaseous fuels (GAR). The GAR applies only to ‘appliances’ and their ‘fittings’. The GAR does not cover gas cylinders/bottles and their connectors or the inter-connectivity (connections/valves) of those gas cylinders/bottles. Valves of gas bottles are integrated parts of those bottles/cylinders concerned and located upstream from ‘appliances’ in the local gas supply installation, thus clearly away from ‘appliances’.  [3:  Regulation (EU) 2016/426 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 9 March 2016 on appliances burning gaseous fuels and repealing Directive 2009/142/EC, OJ L 81, 31.3.2016, p. 99–147.] 

European Union legislation harmonises the rules for transportable pressure equipment through Directive 2010/35/EC[footnoteRef:4]. This Directive sets out, only from the safety perspective, the construction and inspection rules for gas cylinders and, in some cases their valves. It establishes the framework for a proper application of the international agreements and regulations on transport of dangerous goods by road, railways and inland waterways, which are adopted in the EU legislation as Annexes to Directive 2008/68/EC[footnoteRef:5]. [4:  Directive 2010/35/EU of the European Parliament and of the Council of 16 June 2010 on transportable pressure equipment and repealing Council Directives 76/767/EEC, 84/525/EEC, 84/526/EEC, 84/527/EEC and 1999/36/EC, OJ L 165, 30.6.2010, p. 1–18.]  [5:  Directive 2008/68/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 24 September 2008 on the inland transport of dangerous goods, OJ L 260, 30.9.2008, p. 13–59.] 

The rules for the construction and use of cylinder accessories are covered by national law and in some cases EN Standards. As a transitional provision, Directive 2010/35/EC provides that “Member States may retain their national provisions concerning devices intended for connection with other equipment and colour codes applicable to transportable pressure equipment until such time as relevant standards for use are added to the Annexes to Directive 2008/68/EC”.
Regarding electric plugs, the LVD explicitly excludes ‘plugs and socket outlets for domestic use’ in its Annex II[footnoteRef:6]. Therefore, the GPSD governs the safety of those plugs and socket outlets for domestic use. [6:  Further detailed in the LVD Guidelines https://ec.europa.eu/docsroom/documents/31221] 

Currently, there is no harmonised household plug system throughout Europe. Thus, Member States may apply their national safety regulations or standards on plugs and sockets. More is explained in the following document:
https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/default/files/xii24a_plugs_and_sockets.pdf.
According to the REFIT platform opinion of 2017[footnoteRef:7], “the REFIT Platform does not recommend harmonising the plugs and socket-outlet systems in Europe, due to (i) the strong social and economic impact on the citizens without evident benefits in terms of safety and (ii) the fact that the EU and Member States may currently have other legislative and investment priorities. [7:  https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/default/files/xii24a_plugs_and_sockets.pdf] 

Instead, the Stakeholder group recommends that Member States and the European Commission allocate significant resources to market surveillance and to increase their coordination efforts, so as to ensure that the Single Market is preserved and strengthened to the benefit of both consumers and responsible manufacturers”.
Based on this, the Commission is not planning to propose any legislative initiative for the harmonisation of domestic plugs and sockets in the EU.
On the other hand, industrial and vehicle plugs and sockets do fall under the LVD. These are covered by harmonised standards[footnoteRef:8] that lay down general and specific technical requirements for these types of plugs and sockets. [8:  EN 60309-1:1999 and its amendments and corrigenda A1:2007, A2:2012 and AC:2014 on ‘Plugs, socket-outlets and couplers for industrial purposes - Part 1: General requirements’
EN 60309-2:1999 and its amendments A1:2007, A2:2012 on ‘Plugs, socket-outlets and couplers for industrial purposes - Part 2: Dimensional interchangeability requirements for pin and contact-tube accessories’
EN 60309-4:2007 and its amendments A1:2012 on ‘Plugs, socket-outlets and couplers for industrial purposes - Part 4: Switched socket-outlets and connectors with or without interlock’
EN 62196-1:2014 on ‘Plugs, socket-outlets, vehicle connectors and vehicle inlets - Conductive charging of electric vehicles - Part 1: General requirements’
EN 62196-3:2014 on ‘Plugs, socket-outlets, vehicle connectors and vehicle inlets - Conductive charging of electric vehicles - Part 3: Dimensional compatibility and interchangeability requirements for d.c. and a.c./d.c. pin and contact-tube vehicle couplers’.] 

In the Commission’s view, plugs and sockets are covered by an appropriate legislative framework defining the health, safety and performance objectives to be achieved in a technologically neutral manner.
Conclusion
The petitioner has not provided any significant evidence of structural shortcomings in the implementation of the rules currently in place. Regular review of those rules and of their application is in any case assured by the competent EU bodies.’
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