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Subject: Petition No 0150/2021 by Dominik Durlik (Polish) on ban on the commercial 
use of sunbeds in the European Union

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner explains that the commercial use of sunbeds is linked to skin cancer formation 
and that many authorities have recognised this, including the European Scientific Committee 
and the World Health Organization. He further states that the numbers of new skin cancer 
cases are growing in the EU - he gives the example that according to the EU’s estimates in 
2020 there were 106 396 melanoma cases (the most life-threatening form) and that this form 
had the 6th highest incidence rate among all types of cancer in the EU. The petitioner calls on 
the European Commission to ban the commercial use of sunbeds in the EU stating that this 
will contribute to the prevention of the growing cases of skin cancer in the EU. The petitioner 
attaches a file with further explanations.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 28 May 2021. Information requested from Commission under Rule 
227(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 11 October 2021

‘The Commission’s observations 

The Commission is closely following the effects of sunbeds on health, and multiple discussions 
are currently ongoing.

The Scientific Committee on Health, Environmental and Emerging Risks (SCHEER) opinion 
on “Biological effects of ultraviolet radiation relevant to health with particular reference to 
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sunbeds for cosmetic purposes”, published in 20161, concluded that there is no threshold level 
of UV2-irradiance and UV-dose for the induction of skin cancer. Therefore, there is no safe 
limit for exposure to UV radiation from sunbeds”. Since then, the Commission has been 
carefully assessing the way to act.

Several new requirements were implemented to the harmonised standard EN 60335-2-27 on 
particular requirements for appliances with regard to skin exposure to ultraviolet and infrared 
radiations (sunbeds) in order to protect the safety of users.

This standard is currently cited in the Official Journal of the European Union under the Low 
Voltage Directive3 framework and gives presumption of conformity with the related safety 
requirements. The Commission is currently exploring the use of other regulatory tools for 
further action on this topic.

Finally, regarding the petitioner’s request to impose a ban on the commercial use of sunbeds in 
the EU, leaving the public with the option to employ at-home tanning devices if needed, the 
Commission believes that, due to the carcinogenic effects of sunbeds, it would seem appropriate 
to take action on both commercial and private sunbeds.

Conclusion

The Commission is aware of the carcinogenic potential of sunbeds. Discussions are currently 
ongoing to determine further measures that can be taken to decrease the risk of cancer.’

1 https://ec.europa.eu/health/scientific_committees/health-effects-of-sunbeds-for-cosmetic-purposes_en
2 UV = Ultraviolet.
3 Directive 2014/35/EU of the European Parliament and of the Council of 26 February 2014 on the harmonisation 
of the laws of the Member States relating to the making available on the market of electrical equipment designed 
for use within certain voltage limits Text with EEA relevance, OJ L 96, 29.3.2014, p. 357–374.
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