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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition No 0202/2021 by Alberto De Toma (Italian) on protection of the 
Ripalta, Pantano and Lama Santacroce natural landscape area in Apulia, Italy

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner asks that the Ripalta, Pantano and Lama Santacroce natural landscape area in the 
municipality of Bisceglie (Apulia) be placed under the protection of the Alta Murgia National 
Park, the latter being the only body that could manage any procedures needed to upgrade and 
protect the area. As stressed by the petitioner, the aforementioned area is of considerable natural 
and archaeological value.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 7 June 2021. Information requested from Commission under Rule 
227(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 5 October 2021

The enlargement of protected areas established in Member States under national legislation, 
such as the Alta Murgia National Park mentioned in the petition, falls entirely under the 
competence of the relevant authorities in the Member State concerned.

The petitioner’s request appears to be explicitly addressed to the municipality of Bisceglie.

Conclusion

The petitioner’s request falls under the competence of the Italian authorities. For that reason, 
the Commission cannot intervene in favour of the petitioner.

4. Commission reply (REV.), received on 26 August 2022
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During the meeting of the Committee on Petitions on 16.5.2022, the petitioner explained that 
the aim of the petition is to ensure the conservation of three sites in Bisceglie municipality 
(Apulia, Italy), by including them within the area of the national park ‘Alta Murgia’. The option 
of including them in a regional park was not considered satisfactory because, according to the 
petitioner, only the national park would have the necessary technical, professional and 
economic resources for the protection and management of the sites. He asked support for his 
requests.

The Commission's additional observations

The choice and decisions concerning which areas should be protected, what type of 
management and at what level (local, regional, national) should be implemented and what 
category of protected area should be adopted (nature reserve, national park, wilderness area 
etc.) all fall under the competence of the Member States’ authorities. 

The Commission Staff Working Document on criteria and guidance for protected areas 
designations, adopted on 28.1.2022 provides non-binding clarifications, recommendations and 
information to help Member States achieve the political targets on protected areas set by the 
EU Biodiversity Strategy for 2030 (legal protection for at least 30% of EU land and sea, of 
which one third to be under strict protection).

The Commission coordinates, supports and monitors the process and the progress towards the 
overall targets for protected areas, including through the so-called biogeographical process, 
involving national authorities, scientific experts and stakeholders. However, the responsibility 
for the identification, designation and management of protected areas lies entirely with the 
Member States.

The areas mentioned by the petitioner are not linked to any of the insufficiencies for the Italian 
Natura 2000 network covered by the ongoing infringement procedure n. 2021/2028.

Conclusion

The petitioner’s request falls under the competence of Italian authorities. For that reason, the 
Commission cannot intervene in favour of the petitioner.


