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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition No 1359/2020 by José Alberto Pimentel Capote (Spanish), on behalf 
of the ‘Mesa de la Unidad Cubana’, calling forthe expulsion of Cuba from the 
ACP-EU Agreement

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner calls for Cuba to be expelled from the ACP-EU Agreement as he believes that 
EU trade policy should be used as a vehicle to promote European principles and values, 
democracy and human rights. The petitioner points out that the purpose of the Agreement is to 
reduce and ultimately eradicate poverty and to contribute to the gradual integration of ACP 
countries into the world economy and that its main objectives are the establishment and 
consolidation of peace and stability in a free and democratic society. The petitioner complains 
that Cuba is a totalitarian single-party regime censured for human rights violations and poor 
governance in the field of labour relations that cannot be part of this agreement. The petitioner 
adds that an agreement cannot be ratified if it counts among its members a government such as 
the Cuban government which has not acceded to the Cotonou Agreement but which is 
incomprehensibly among the members of this group with a voice in all bodies and working 
groups set up at institutional level.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 12 May 2021. Information requested from Commission under Rule 
227(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 8 October 2021

The Commission's observations 

Cuba is a member of the African, Caribbean and Pacific Group of States (ACP), as the ACP 
admitted the island to the Group on 14 December 2000. It participates actively in the ACP’s 
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fora and activities. 

However, Cuba is not a member of the ACP-EC Partnership Agreement, signed in Cotonou on 
23 June 2000, between the members of the African, Caribbean and Pacific Group of States of 
the one part, and the European Community and its Member States, of the other part (also known 
as the Cotonou Agreement). Therefore, Cuba does not participate in the institutional 
arrangements established by the Cotonou Agreement.

Whilst being a member of the Caribbean Forum (CARIFORUM), Cuba is not a Party to the 
EU-CARIFORUM Economic Partnership Agreement (EPA).

Cuba did not take an active part in the negotiation of the successor to the Cotonou Agreement, 
the Partnership Agreement between the EU and members of the Organisation of African, 
Caribbean and Pacific States (OACPS), as the ACP Group of States is known since 2000. These 
negotiations were concluded at political level on 3 December 2020. Again, Cuba has not 
expressed any interest, thus far, in acceding to the EU-OACPS Partnership Agreement.

Conclusion

Cuba is neither a member of the Cotonou Agreement, nor a Party to the EPA. There can 
therefore be no expulsion of Cuba from these agreements and their institutions.


