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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition No 0344/2021 by C.R. (Romanian) on quality and access to drinking 
water in a municipality in Romania

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner states that the municipality in which he lives, in the county of Suceava, is 
contravening Directive 98/83/EC since it does not have a public drinking water network or a 
sewage system. He states that although the regional authority required the municipality to 
carry out a mandatory analysis of water from public wells, it never met the obligations 
imposed on it under the national legal system.

He also cites Article 24.2 of the Convention on the Rights of the Child, which requires the 
signatory states to ensure an adequate supply of drinking water.

Finally, he points to what he views as illegal town planning activities in the form of 
permitting the construction of residential developments that do not have an appropriate 
system for the piping and treatment of water.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 5 July 2021. Information requested from Commission under Rule 
227(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 22 October 2021

Sustainable Development Goal 61 seeks to secure safe and affordable clean water for all by 
2030.

1 Water and Sanitation – United Nations Sustainable Development

https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/water-and-sanitation/
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Addressing the European Citizen’s Initiative Right2Water2, the Commission proposed a 
revision of the EU legislation on Drinking Water in 2018. The new (recast) Drinking Water 
Directive3 that entered into force on 12 January 2021 includes provisions on access to water 
intended for human consumption.

Article 16 of the new Drinking Water Directive contains specific provisions that require 
Member States to improve access to water in particular for vulnerable and marginalised groups.

In line with Article 24, Member States will have to transpose the Directive into national law 
and comply with its provisions at the latest 2 years after its entry into force, i.e. by 12 January 
2023. 

In the meantime, the quality of drinking water within the EU is regulated by Council Directive 
98/83/EC4. Member States have the obligation to include the requirements of this Directive in 
their national law and ensure its correct implementation. 

The Commission supports interventions in water infrastructures and co-finances investments in 
this sector under several budgetary instruments, including the European Regional Development 
Fund (ERDF). 

In its special report no 12/2017, the European Court of Auditors (ECA) assessed the status of 
implementation of the Drinking Water Directive in certain countries, including Romania5. 
According to the report, the EU had already allocated 1.26 billion euro for investments related 
to drinking water in Romania in the period 2014-2020. However, total investment needs were 
estimated at 5.8 billion for the same period, leaving an investment gap of 4.54 billion euro.

The 2019 Environmental Implementation Review6 concluded that 99.44% of the reported 
drinking water analysis in Romania were compliant with the requirements of the Drinking 
Water Directive. However, a significant part of the population (43%7) was not connected to 
public water supply systems. 

Romania considers this insufficient connection rate, water scarcity and insufficient quality of 
water resources a priority for EU funding. In this context, the Romanian authorities have 
decided to invest in water infrastructure under the first component of the Recovery and 
Resilience Plan8, which will be accompanied by reforms of the water management system.

2 Water and sanitation are a human right! - Right to Water (right2water.eu)
3 Directive (EU) 2020/2184 on the quality of water intended for human consumption, 

OJ L435, 23.12.2020, p.1-62.
4 Council Directive 98/83/EC of 3 November 1998 on the quality of water intended for 

human consumption, OJ L 330, 5.12.1998, p. 32.
5 Special report no 12/2017: Implementing the Drinking Water Directive: water quality and 

access to it improved in Bulgaria, Hungary and Romania, but investment needs remain 
substantial, ECA, 2017.

6 https://ec.europa.eu/environment/eir/pdf/report_ro_en.pdf, European Commission, 
SWD(2019) 130 final, 4.4.2019

7https://www.oecd.org/environment/resources/financing-water-supply-sanitation-and-flood-
protection-country-fact-sheet-romania.pdf 

8 Recovery and Resilience Plan

https://www.right2water.eu/
https://www.eca.europa.eu/en/Pages/DocItem.aspx?did=41789
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/eir/pdf/report_ro_en.pdf
https://www.oecd.org/environment/resources/financing-water-supply-sanitation-and-flood-protection-country-fact-sheet-romania.pdf
https://www.oecd.org/environment/resources/financing-water-supply-sanitation-and-flood-protection-country-fact-sheet-romania.pdf
https://mfe.gov.ro/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/0c2887df42dd06420c54c1b4304c5edf.pdf
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The 2021-2027 Sustainable Development Programme will also be an opportunity for Romania 
to co-finance projects mitigating the water provision problems. The selection of projects for co-
financing is the responsibility of the Romanian Ministry of Investments and European Projects 
(MIEP), the managing authority of the Sustainable Development Programme. 

Conclusion

Overall, the responsibility for water quality and the decision on how to organise and operate 
water services lies fully within the responsibility of Member States. As a first step, the 
Commission encourages the petitioner to raise their concerns with the competent water 
authorities in Romania. The Commission expects that Romania will take all measures necessary 
to meet the Drinking Water Directive’s requirements, ensuring compliance with and 
enforcement of EU environmental law. The Commission will continue to monitor the situation 
closely to ensure that Member States implement the EU environmental acquis properly.


