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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition No 1385/2020 by José Alberto Pimentel Capote (Spanish), on behalf 
of ‘Mesa de Unidad Cubana’, on condemnation of Cuba for violation of 
human rights and civil liberties

Petition No 1542/2020 by Léo Juvier-Hendrickx (USA), on behalf of Arte-
Magna International ASBL, on the need to punish Cuba for human rights 
violations

1. Summary of petition 1385/2020

The petitioner denounces the ongoing unprecedented repression in Cuba of the San Isidro 
Movement on account of a civic protest that began on 22 November 2020. According to the 
petitioner, this has resulted in disproportionate levels of harassment and repression by the 
Cuban authorities. The petitioner points out that a dozen or more members of the San Isidro 
Movement are on hunger strike while others have been imprisoned without due process 
because they asked for places where they could express freedom of expression in their art. 
The petitioner denounces specifically the imprisonment of Denis Solis on 9 November 2020, 
whose release many artists, intellectuals and academics, both in Cuba and elsewhere, have 
also demanded. The petitioner challenges the EU institutions to demonstrate strong opposition 
to the Cuban Government’s actions and to demonstrate the genuine solidarity Cuba has been 
calling for for years. The petitioner also demands that the Cuban authorities be exhorted to 
dismantle the so-called rapid response brigades [Brigadas de Respuesta Rápidas] which attack 
and suppress activists and dissidents. The petitioner also rejects the review of the EU’s 
relations with Cuba because there cannot be any involvement with those who are the 
antithesis of our model for co-existence and he denounces the silence in the face of these 
abuses.

Summary of petition 1542/2020

The petitioner states that the people of Cuba need the support of the international community 
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and the  Institutions. He complains of human rights violations by the Cuban authorities. He 
recalls that the Cuban Government has not ratified the Convention against Torture, the 
Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance, the Convention 
on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women, the Convention on the 
Rights of the Child or the 1951 Convention relating to the Status of Refugees and its 1967 
Protocol. The petitioner requests that the European Institutions cease cooperating with the 
Cuban government, which has repeatedly violated EU-Cuba cooperation agreements. The 
Cuban diaspora abroad calls for a halt to the European Union’s collaboration with the Cuban 
regime and demands a cohesive foreign policy with its NATO allies to eradicate the longest-
lasting bastion of tyranny in modern history once and for all. The petitioner calls for freedom 
and the return of democracy to Cuba and for human rights to be upheld.

2. Admissibility

Petitions were declared admissible on 12 May 2021. Information requested from Commission 
under Rule 227(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 17 November 2021

The European Union considers that the human rights situation in Cuba remains worrisome, 
and requires continuous attention from the EU side. As the EU has declared many times, it 
expects Cuba to respect the fundamental freedoms and rights of every person1. The EU 
however believes that positive change in Cuba is best brought about by closer engagement at 
all levels. The EU-Cuba Political Dialogue and Cooperation Agreement (PDCA)2 provides 
the space for this constructive and critical engagement with Cuba. It creates a formal high-
level dialogue on human rights, which took place three times since the start of PDCA 
provisional application. The whole range of human rights issues is discussed without taboos at 
these sessions3. 

The implementation of the PDCA is essential for the EU as it provides the opportunity to 
strengthen cooperation with Cuba as well as to address openly concerns such as the serious 
ones concerning the respect of human rights. It allows the EU to pursue its objectives, which 
the advent of the PDCA has not changed, namely to:

- accompany Cuba as it reforms its political and economic models;

- promote democracy and human rights and

- improve the lives of the Cuban people.

In February 2021, the EU held its sixth Human Rights Dialogue with Cuba in Brussels4. The 

1 See, e.g., https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/E-9-2021-001059-ASW_EN.html; 
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/E-9-2020-006251-ASW_EN.html; 
https://eeas.europa.eu/headquarters/headquarters-homepage/71181/speech-hrvp-federica-mogherini-ep-plenary-
debate-cases-breaches-human-rights-democracy-and_en. 
2 https://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/ST-12504-2016-INIT/en/pdf.
3 See https://eeas.europa.eu/headquarters/headquarters-homepage/94032/eu-cuba-formal-meeting-human-rights-
dialogue_en; https://eeas.europa.eu/headquarters/headquarters-homepage/68338/eu-and-cuba-hold-human-
rights-dialogue_en; https://eeas.europa.eu/headquarters/headquarters-
homepage_en/51974/EU%20and%20Cuba%20hold%20Human%20Rights%20Dialogue.
4 https://eeas.europa.eu/headquarters/headquarters-homepage/94032/eu-cuba-formal-meeting-human-rights-
dialogue_en.
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dialogue achieved its objectives of constructive and critical engagement and honest 
discussions, including on areas where the EU and Cuba do not agree. 

The EU will continue to raise its serious concerns concerning the respect of human rights, be 
they systemic or related to individual cases in a coordinated and proactive manner, together 
with Member States. 

The EU has chosen to engage with Cuba because constructive and critical engagement gives it 
the opportunity to strengthen results-oriented cooperation with Cuba, its government and its 
people, including in the area of human rights, in order to address disagreements openly and to 
strive to find satisfactory solutions. In this context, the EU is in regular contact with all parts 
of Cuban civil society, including organisations of the Cuban diaspora.

Regarding the events around the San Isidro Movement, the EU, through its Delegation in 
Havana, has been in frequent contact with key actors, including Mr Luis Manuel Otero 
Alcántara. The EU has monitored his and other hunger strikes, frequently conveyed its 
concerns to the Cuban authorities, and called for a de-escalation of the situation and for the 
release of political prisoners, including Mr Denis Solis. The High Representative/Vice 
President Borrell has pronounced himself very clearly on this issue at the 8 June 2021 plenary 
session of the European Parliament5. 

The EU is also encouraging Cuba to ratify relevant international instruments on human rights, 
including the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and the International 
Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights. As regards the instruments referred to in 
petition 1542/2020, it should be clarified, that Cuba has signed and ratified the Convention 
against Torture, the Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced 
Disappearance, the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against 
Women and the Convention on the Rights of the Child, although it has yet to ratify the 1951 
Convention relating to the Status of Refugees and its 1967 Protocol.

Conclusion

With the PDCA, the EU is engaging with Cuba to support it as it seeks to reform its political 
and economic models, to pursue sustainable development, and to find common solutions to 
global challenges, while continuing to promote democracy and respect for human rights in all 
circumstances vigorously. Through a constructive dialogue with Cuba, and by using all 
diplomatic and non-diplomatic tools, the EU will continue to staunchly proceed with these 
endeavours.

5 See https://eeas.europa.eu/headquarters/headquarters-homepage/99758/cuba-remarks-high-representativevice-
president-josep-borrell-ep-plenary_en.
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