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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition No 1041/2015 by E. P. - M. (Polish) on the ban on female 
circumcision in the European Union

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner calls for a law banning circumcision on girls to be passed throughout the 
European Union. The issue is particularly important now, given the mass influx of immigrants 
from Islamic countries, and this barbaric procedure must be prevented from being carried out 
in the EU. The petitioner points out that one prominent activist against the female 
circumcision procedure is Edna Adan Ismail, who was nominated by the European Parliament 
for the Sakharov Prize in 2015. Consequently, Parliament should strive even harder to take a 
position on this shameful issue.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 20 April 2016. Information requested from Commission under Rule 
227(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 1 December 2021

Female genital mutilation (FGM) is a severe violation of human rights and an act of violence 
against women and girls. It is estimated that more than 200 million women and girls worldwide 
have suffered from FGM. In Europe, at least 600,000 women and girls are living with the 
consequences of FGM, often severely affecting their health and well-being, even endangering 
their lives. As regards the call for the ban, FGM is already prohibited in all EU Member States, 
however not yet completely eliminated.

Many people and impacted communities are abandoning FGM. Prevention of gender-based 
violence and the protection of survivors is one of the issues at the heart of the Union's gender 
equality policy. In line with the EU Action Plan on Human Rights and Democracy 2020-2024, 
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the EU Gender Equality Strategy 2020-2025 and the Gender Action Plan III, the EU remains 
committed to tackle FGM in Europe and globally. 

The EU accession to the Council of Europe Convention on preventing and combating violence 
against women and domestic violence remains a key priority to the Commission. The 
Convention is signed by all EU Member States and has been ratified by 21 Member States so 
far. As stated in the Gender Equality Strategy and confirmed in the Commission Work 
Programme 2021, the Commission will also present a new legislative proposal to prevent and 
combat gender-based violence against women and domestic violence. The initiative will have, 
within the limits of EU competence, the same objective as the Convention: ensuring that EU 
Member States have effective measures in place to prevent and combat violence against women 
and domestic violence.

The Gender Equality Strategy also envisages a set of non-legislative measures on gender-based 
violence, such as a recommendation on the prevention of harmful practices and the launch of 
an EU network on the prevention of gender-based violence. The recommendation is envisaged 
to focus on the strengthening of public services, prevention and support measures, capacity-
building of professionals and victim-centred access to justice. The Commission will also 
continue to fund organisations and projects working on the ground to tackle violence against 
women, such as FGM. 

Conclusion

In the light of the above, the Commission concludes that it will continue to advocate for the 
elimination of FGM and implement its actions to tackle this harmful practice.


