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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition No 0624/2020 by J.P. (Croatian) on alleged misuse of EU funding for 
the judiciary in Croatia and a case of alleged forgery of a DNA test

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner denounces an alleged misuse of EU funds allocated to Croatia for the judiciary 
in 2006 (PHARE funds) and in 2010 (IPA funds) aimed to introduce digital court 
management and to set up the courts hearing recording system. In the petitioner’s opinion, the 
new systems (web service, automatic assignment of cases to judges) aimed to increase 
efficiency and to stop frauds have proved ineffective. He also describes alleged fraud and 
corruption of Croatian officers and institutions in a case of forgery of child paternity (DNA 
test).

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 14 September 2020. Information requested from Commission under 
Rule 227(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 9 December 2021

In accordance with Regulation (EU, Euratom) No 883/2013 of the European Parliament and of 
the Council of 11 September 20131 concerning investigations conducted by the European Anti-
Fraud Office (OLAF), in June 2020 OLAF reviewed information regarding possible misuse of 
EU funds in certain projects in Croatia that it received from the petitioner. 

OLAF was able to detect only one allegation of the petitioner that dealt specifically with 

1 Regulation (EU, Euratom) No 883/2013 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 11 September 2013 
concerning investigations conducted by the European Anti-Fraud Office (OLAF) and repealing Regulation (EC) 
No 1073/1999 of the European Parliament and of the Council and Council Regulation (Euratom) No 1074/1999, 
OJ L 248, 18.9.2013, p. 1–22.
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potential misuse of EU funds. The allegation was, however, disproved on the basis of the 
verification activities carried out by OLAF and the Directorate-General for Neighbourhood and 
Enlargement Negotiations. 

The petitioner (source) claimed that, contrary to the project/plan, the co-financed project was 
not completely carried out.

However, the project fiche clearly stated that the work was to be carried out in certain places in 
Croatia, and OLAF and the Directorate-General for Neighbourhood and Enlargement 
Negotiations determined that the work was carried out as planned. 

In addition, when OLAF asked for additional and more specific information on the potential 
misuse of funds or irregularities affecting EU funds, the source did not provide any additional 
elements that could have corroborated suspicion.  In the framework of its selection procedure, 
OLAF carried out a review of the information in order to determine if there was sufficient 
suspicion that there had been fraud or any other illegal activity affecting the financial interests 
of the Union. OLAF determined that there was insufficient suspicion and therefore in August 
2020 decided to dismiss the case. 

Conclusion

OLAF has reviewed the petition and finds that there is still insufficient suspicion. OLAF 
maintains the same view because the petitioner provided no new elements in comparison to the 
initial allegations and the information gathered in the framework of the selection procedure. 
OLAF therefore maintains that there are insufficient grounds to open an investigation.


