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1. Summary of petition

The petitioner calls for a thorough monitoring by the EU of the aid that Spain will receive to 
alleviate the Coronavirus crisis. The petitioner calls for such oversight since, in the 
petitioner’s opinion, the health, economic and social management of the crisis in Spain is 
catastrophic owing to political corruption at both national and regional level.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 19 April 2021. Information requested from Commission under Rule 
227(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 9 December 2021

The Commission published on 16 June 2021 its assessment of the Spanish Recovery and 
Resilience Plan, carried out in accordance with Regulation (EU) 2021/241 of the European 
Parliament and of the Council of 12 February 2021 establishing the Recovery and Resilience 
Facility (RRF Regulation)1. In particular, the Commission carefully examined the completeness 
and relevance of the Plan as well as its effectiveness, efficiency and coherence, in line with 
Article 19(3) of the RRF Regulation. This included among others an analysis on whether the 
Plan represents a comprehensive and adequately balanced response to the economic and social 
situation and effectively contributes to strengthening the growth potential, job creation, and 
economic, social and institutional resilience of the country. The assessment also included an 
analysis on whether the arrangements proposed by Spain were expected to prevent, detect and 

1 Regulation (EU) 2021/241 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 12 February 2021 establishing the 
Recovery and Resilience Facility, OJ L 57, 18.2.2021, p. 17–75.
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correct corruption, fraud and conflicts of interest when using the funds provided. It should be 
noted that the Commission could not have provided a positive assessment of the Plan if the 
arrangements proposed by Spain were deemed to be insufficient.

The Regulation stipulates how the Commission shall ensure that the financial interests of the 
Union are effectively protected in the implementation of the Recovery and Resilience Facility 
(the “Facility”). While it is primarily the responsibility of the Member State itself to ensure that 
the Facility is implemented in compliance with relevant Union and national law, in particular 
regarding the prevention, detection and correction of fraud, corruption and conflicts of interest, 
the Commission should receive sufficient assurance from Member States in that regard. To that 
end, the Member States should ensure the functioning of an effective and efficient internal 
control system and the recovery of amounts unduly paid or misused. 

Moreover, during the implementation of the Plan, the Commission, the European Anti-Fraud 
Office (OLAF), the Court of Auditors and, where applicable, the European Public Prosecutor’s 
Office (EPPO) will be able to carry out investigations, including on-the-spot checks and 
inspections. The Commission will have the right to reduce proportionately the support under 
the Facility and recover any amount due to the Union budget, in cases of fraud, corruption, and 
conflicts of interest affecting the financial interests of the Union that have not been corrected 
by the Member State, or in case of a serious breach of an obligation of the financing and, where 
applicable, of the loan agreement. 

Conclusion

The Commission assessed the Spanish Recovery and Resilience Plan in accordance with the 
RRF Regulation and is acting according to its mandate to ensure that the financial interests of 
the Union are effectively protected.


