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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition No 1256/2020 by Brais Naveira Couso (Spanish) on road safety in 
Spain

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner sets out his ideas on road safety and on the EU Strategic Action Plan on Road 
Safety. He calls for black spots and sections with a high accident concentration to be 
improved, for a comparative analysis of methods used to identify such sections, and for road 
safety audits. He calls for Directive 2008/96/EC on road infrastructure safety management to 
be updated and revised as this measure, which has been extremely important for the European 
Union, has become obsolete, in his opinion.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 26 February 2021. Information requested from Commission under 
Rule 227(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 22 December 2021

The Commission adopted an ambitious “EU Road Safety Policy Framework 2021-2030 - Next 
steps towards ‘Vision Zero’”1 in 2018. The Safe System approach, on which it is based, focuses 
on preventing deaths and serious injuries with the implementation of system-wide measures 
intended to reduce the seriousness of the impact in the event of a collision. 

The revised Directive 2008/96/EC2 on road infrastructure safety management adopted in 2019, 
requires the establishment and implementation of procedures relating to road safety impact 

1 https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/d7ee4b58-4bc5-11ea-8aa5-01aa75ed71a1
2 Directive 2008/96/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 19 November 2008 on road 
infrastructure safety management, OJ L 319, 29.11.2008, p. 59.

https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/d7ee4b58-4bc5-11ea-8aa5-01aa75ed71a1


PE703.151v01-00 2/2 CM\1246548EN.docx

EN

assessments, road safety audits, road safety inspections and network-wide road safety 
assessments by the Member States. The Directive is currently being transposed at national level. 
This process must be completed by 17 December 2021. The first network-wide road safety 
assessments, which must be carried out by 2024 at the latest, must evaluate both crash and 
impact severity risk including black spots, based on the design characteristics of the road and 
on an analysis of sections of the road network on which a large number of serious crashes in 
proportion to the traffic flow have occurred. In this respect, the Commission has already set up 
an expert group on road infrastructure safety management in order to provide guidance to 
Member States on the methodology for carrying out systematic network-wide road safety 
assessments and safety ratings. Member States may also take further action at national level 
based on their national road safety action plans, which define targeted measures and strategies.

Conclusion

The new EU policy framework is based on a first set of key performance indicators, one of 
which concerns road infrastructure. It will aim to show the safety quality of a road network 
independent of road user behavior or vehicle technology. A consortium, made up of national 
authorities, is carrying out methodological work on this, and initial results are expected in 
2022.


