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Subject:  Petition No 0466/2021 by Gabriele Laganà (Italian) on the opening of the 
Melicuccà landfill in the Calabria Region in Italy

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner complains that the number of landfills in the Calabria region of Italy has 
increased over the past two years.  He alleges that this is due to the substantial revenues, often 
intercepted by criminal systems that such landfills generate. In particular, he condemns the 
opening of the Melicuccà landfill site, which is said to have a number of problems. First of all, 
several geological surveys have shown that there is a risk of pollution of the groundwater in the 
area. Moreover, some residential areas, including Sant'Eufemia d'Aspromonte, are less than two 
kilometres away from the landfill, in breach of a 2016 regional law. Lastly, the landfill would 
apparently solve the waste problem only for a limited period of six months, given its low 
capacity and the high quantity of waste arriving from other cities.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 14 September 2021. Information requested from Commission under 
Rule 227(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 8 December 2021

The Commission’s observations

The specific case raised by the petitioner is the subject of judicial review, after the City Mayor 
of Palmi seized the competent administrative court (‘Tribunale Amministrativo Regionale 
Calabria’) against the decision to create a provisional landfill close to the Vina groundwater 
source. The Vina acquifer provides drinking water for 20 000 persons approximately.

By ruling of 13 May 2021, the court ordered to stop the construction works in the light of the 
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overriding right to human health and the need to preserve this specific source of drinking water 
against the potential threat of pollution.

While the implementation of regional and national law is the prerogative of regional and 
national authorities, enforcement of EU law can rely on both European and national courts, as 
shown by the above-mentioned ruling.

Conclusion

The Commission is closely following the failure of some Italian regions to comply with EU 
waste legislation and the problems faced by some local authorities. Such problems must be 
addressed in a structural and sustainable way, via the ‘piano regionale rifiuti’ (regional waste 
management plan), which is the framework for the management of waste, by defining 
objectives and putting in place the network of waste management installations needed to 
achieve them. At present, the Commission has not yet received the notification of the adoption 
of a revised waste management plan for the region of Calabria, which complies with the 
requirements of the Waste Framework Directive1.

In addition to that, the region of Calabria is included in the infringement procedure on irregular 
landfills for which Italy has been condemned by the Court of Justice of the European Union to 
pay fines. Out of the 43 irregular landfills located in Calabria initially included in the procedure, 
10 landfills still need to be put in conformity. Through the execution of the judgment of the 
Court of Justice of the European Union, the Commission is monitoring the situation in the 
region as far as the illegal dumping sites are concerned.

In any event, waste management plans must always comply with EU water legislation and, in 
particular, with Directive 2006/118/EC on the protection of groundwater against pollution and 
deterioration2.

1 Directive 2008/98/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 19 November 2008 on waste and 
repealing certain Directives (Text with EEA relevance), OJ L 312, 22.11.2008, p. 3–30, as modified in 2018.
2 Directive 2006/118/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 12 December 2006 on the protection 
of groundwater against pollution and deterioration, OJ L 372, 27.12.2006, p. 19–31.


