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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition No 1056/2021 by Daniel Bodnar (Romanian) on the protection of 
whistle-blowers and journalists who report on illegal logging

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner states that Romania holds two-thirds of remaining European forests in the 
temperate areas but he alleges that they are systematically destroyed, being cut on a large scale 
while the Romanian Government seems to lack total interest in the consequences on the 
environment. The petitioner further alleges that in the year 2020 the massive deforestation grew 
and during the pandemic, there were three fields which flourished: corruption, illegal 
deforestation and the import of the industrial waste. He notes that in Romania environmental 
crime has a social impact because it represents a threat to the job market as many people depend 
on the resources provided by forests and in some cases illegal deforestation has resulted in loss 
of human lives (some foresters were killed while trying to oppose to this criminal phenomenon). 
The petitioner cites official statements given by the Forestry Union the number of cases of 
aggression on the foresters have dramatically raised in 2021.

The petitioner explains that environmental activists, such as himself, have denounced several 
times that they were assaulted and threatened when they were trying to report on illegal logging 
and that these complaints have been brought to the police department and to the prosecutor’s 
office for investigation and prosecution of the aggressors. However, the police takes a very long 
time to resolve these cases while the criminals are still at large.

The petitioner also notes that among journalists in Romania, too, there are cases when they are 
attacked by illegal loggers and their equipment is damaged while they do their job, specifically, 
during the filming illustrating illegal logging. As such, they are put at risk when they are on the 
ground and do their job.

The petitioner calls on the European Parliament to intervene firmly in accordance with its 
powers to stop attacks against journalists and against the whistle-blowers who warn of the 
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dangers to European forests.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 28 October 2021. Information requested from Commission under 
Rule 227(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 9 February 2022

The Commission gives much consideration to the illegal logging phenomenon in Romania and 
monitors the situation. The Commission is also particularly sensitive to the violent incidents in 
this context, resulting in attacks on journalists and environmental activists by illegal loggers.

In this respect, the Commission has launched an infringement procedure under Article 258 of 
the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union against Romania for breaches of EU 
environmental law in relation to forestry activities1. The Commission is closely following 
developments of this infringement procedure. Following the reasoned opinion sent in July 2020, 
Romania undertook a number of commitments, notably: (i) to make the timber tracking system 
fully operational and complete the revision of the legislation on forestry sanctions; (ii) amend 
the relevant legislation in order to assess the environmental impacts of forest management plans 
and revise the ones already adopted in order to bring them in line with EU legislation; and (iii) 
complete the initiated process of providing access to the public to environmental information 
as regards the forest management plans. Romania has not fully honored these commitments. 
Indeed, despite the entry into force of the new version of the timber tracking system, this is still 
not fully operational since some of its key tools are missing. The legislation regarding the 
assessment of the environmental impacts of forest management plans has been adopted recently 
(November 2021), but the revision of the ongoing forest management plans still needs to be 
completed. In addition, Romania needs to remedy the damage to protected forest habitats or 
habitats of protected forest species in Natura 2000 sites, to which they have not yet committed.

The EU has no competence to investigate or prosecute criminal matters, such as attacks or 
murders in the Member States, and does not enjoy any general right of intervention in individual 
criminal, civil or administrative cases before national courts or other national authorities in the 
Member States. It is the responsibility of the Romanian authorities to fight illegal logging, 
enforce the national law and to protect environmental defenders.

The Commission has recently adopted a proposal for a new Directive to crack down 
on environmental crime2, which provides for an obligation to protect whistleblowers and 
‘environmental defenders’ (Article 13).

Conclusion

The Romanian authorities should step up their efforts to tackle the illegal logging phenomena, 
including by improving their administrative capacity of both administrative and judicial 
authorities with competence in the forestry field. 

As regards compliance with EU environmental law, the Commission will not hesitate to take 

1 INFR 2020/2033 - https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/inf_20_1212
2 COM(2021)851:  1_1_179760_prop_dir_env_en.pdf (europa.eu)

https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/inf_20_1212
https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/default/files/1_1_179760_prop_dir_env_en.pdf
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further action, including, as appropriate, the continuation of the ongoing infringement 
procedure. 


