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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Subject: Petition No 0419/2021 by Zofia Matuszczyk (Polish) bearing three signatures, 
on a new EU-UK university student mobility scheme

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner complains about the alleged wipe-out of the EU-UK university student relations, 
as a result of BREXIT and the UK’s withdrawal from Erasmus+. In particular, she explains that 
the 100,000 UK students in the EU and 170,000 EU students in the UK (among them among 
14,000 EU Erasmus+ students) will no longer be able to cover their tuition fees and living costs, 
as well as the UK Student visa and the Immigration Health Surcharge. She asks the European 
Parliament to ensure EU students who cannot afford to study in the UK after the end of 
Erasmus+ get the necessary financial support to undertake exchange student. To that end, she 
proposes that a motion for a resolution be tabled as a matter of urgency on a new comprehensive 
EU-UK university student mobility scheme, taking into account the need for a fast and tangible 
solution in light of the COVID19 pandemic.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 26 July 2021. Information requested from Commission under Rule 
227(6).

3. Commission reply, received on 29 April 2022

In 2019, 556 600 non-UK students studied in the United Kingdom of which 147 800 came from 
the EU-27. The total number of EU students studying in the United Kingdom contrasts with the 
United Kingdom students studying in the EU (around 20 000 in 2019). In addition to these 
students registered in higher education aiming at studying a full degree abroad (degree 
mobility), a large number of students was able to benefit from Erasmus+ short-term credit 
mobility abroad (for up to 12 months): 122 560 from the United Kingdom to Erasmus+ 
programme countries and 197 280 in the opposite direction between 2014 and 2020.
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The Commission regrets the decision of the United Kingdom not to become associated to the 
new Erasmus+ programme for 2021-2027. The Commission remains open and ready to 
examine any future request from the United Kingdom to become associated to Erasmus+.

EU organisations participating in Erasmus+ projects with the United Kingdom, and their mobile 
learners and staff will not see an overnight change. In accordance with the terms of the 
Withdrawal Agreement, all ongoing activities financed through the 2014-2020 Erasmus+ 
programme can continue as planned until their completion. As most Erasmus+ mobility projects 
are funded for a 2-year period, those selected in 2020 or before will continue operations in 2022 
and beyond, operating in line with the rules under which they were selected.  

However, as of 1 January 2021 the United Kingdom applies its immigration rules to EU 
citizens, as EU-UK free movement of persons ended. This means that visa fees for stays longer 
than 6 months and the “Immigration Health Surcharge” apply to EU nationals (learners and 
staff) who would intend to pursue Erasmus+ mobility in the United Kingdom. Similarly, United 
Kingdom nationals intending to pursue Erasmus+ mobility in the opposite direction would be 
subject to EU entry and stay requirements including the requirement to be in possession of a 
valid visa for stays of a duration longer than 90-days in any 180-day period.

Under the new Erasmus+ (2021-2027), opportunities for cooperation with the United Kingdom 
will be limited to the few international actions open to worldwide participation. These include 
for example the Jean Monnet Actions as well as the Erasmus Mundus Joint Masters, which will 
have a stronger international outreach. In addition, mobility actions covering higher education 
students and Vocational Education learners and staff from Erasmus+ programme countries (EU 
Member States and countries associated to Erasmus+) will offer possibilities to undertake 
mobility in third countries, including the United Kingdom; but this will be much more limited 
as compared to exchanges within programme countries.

During the negotiations on the new relationship with the United Kingdom, the EU – in line with 
the Political Declaration on the framework for the future relationship between the EU and the 
United Kingdom1 – offered to include provisions on mobility of students, researchers, trainees 
and certain categories of youth exchange in the EU-UK Trade and Cooperation Agreement.  
However, the United Kingdom did not take up this offer. 

It is true that the costs of studying in the United Kingdom will increase for EU students as they 
will lose the “home fee status” (and pay the same higher tuition fees requested from third 
country countries residents). They will have to pay visa fees for stays longer than 6 months and 
the “Immigration Health Surcharge” in most cases.  

From this point of view, going to study in the United Kingdom for a full degree is becoming 
comparable to going for example to the United States of America to study. There is however 
one important caveat, namely that persons falling under the personal scope of the citizens’ rights 
part of the Withdrawal Agreement (e.g. the children of EU-27 workers currently residing in the 
United Kingdom or an EU-27 student currently residing in the United Kingdom etc.), will be 
able to continue to benefit from the same tuition fees as United Kingdom nationals. In case of 
doubt as to their rights, the Commission would advise persons studying or wishing to study in 

1 Political declaration setting out the framework for the future relationship between the European Union and the 
United Kingdom 2019/C 384 I/02 - https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-
content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A12019W%2FDCL%2801%29 

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A12019W%2FDCL%2801%29
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A12019W%2FDCL%2801%29
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the United Kingdom to contact the Authority2 foreseen in Article 159 of the Withdrawal 
Agreement and/or to contact “Your Europe Advice” 3.

The Commission confirms that the Turing Scheme, created by the United Kingdom authorities, 
is not a replacement to Erasmus+ for the following reasons: it finances United Kingdom 
outgoing mobility only and it is not based on reciprocity, it does not cover staff mobility, youth 
exchanges or volunteering. The Turing Scheme is a pure outgoing mobility programme and no 
cooperation projects are foreseen.

Conclusion

The Commission is not in favour of creating a new EU-UK student mobility programme for 
EU university students currently studying or willing to study in the United Kingdom. Indeed, a 
fully-fledged and recognized programme already exists, the Erasmus+ programme, with a 
strongly increased budget for the new programming period (2021-2027). The Commission 
remains ready to examine any future request from the United Kingdom to become associated 
to Erasmus+ as it does with other third countries. Furthermore, in accordance with the terms of 
the Withdrawal Agreement, all ongoing activities financed through the 2014-2020 Erasmus+ 
programme can continue as planned until their completion in 2022 and beyond. Finally, it is 
important to stress that across all our 27 Member States there are excellent universities, offering 
high quality and inclusive education, in many cases, also in English. 

2 https://ima-citizensrights.org.uk/
3 https://europa.eu/youreurope/citizens/residence/brexit-residence-rights/eu-nationals-living-in-uk/index_en.htm


