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Subject: Petition No 1137/2021 by Julio López De La Sen (Spanish), on behalf of ‘El 
Organillo’, a neighbourhood association in Chamberí, on night-time noise in 
neighbourhoods

1. Summary of petition

The petitioner complains about the noise pollution caused by leisure activities, especially at 
night, highlighting the particular relevance of this type of environmental noise in certain cities 
and its very serious effects on health. He states that the current European Directive was adopted 
to take over the recommendations of the World Trade Organization and that, in the light of 
recent evidence, European Directive 2002/49/EC relating to the assessment and management 
of environmental noise should be updated in order to properly address noise pollution from 
leisure activities, especially at night. He calls on the European Parliament to urge Madrid City 
Council to take immediate, effective measures to protect its citizens from the effects of the high 
noise pollution they are experiencing, and to put in place a municipal policy that is fully in line 
with the European Directive on the assessment and management of environmental noise, the 
European strategy on sustainable cities and the European strategy to reduce alcohol 
consumption.

2. Admissibility

Declared admissible on 17 March 2022. Information requested from Commission under Rule 
227(6).
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3. Commission reply, received on 3 June 2022

According to the Environmental Noise Directive 2002/49/EC1, the noise from neighbours is 
excluded from the field of application of the Directive. Therefore, the matter raised by the 
petitioner is to be managed by the competent national or local authorities. 

Nevertheless, the Commission is well aware of the dangerous health effects of high noise levels, 
and especially during the night, and indeed contributed to the development of the WHO 
Environmental Noise Guidelines2 that looked into the existing scientific evidence.  

The Commission’s Zero Pollution Action Plan3 includes commitments to reduce noise impacts 
on human health. In this context, the overall effectiveness of the Environmental Noise Directive 
is being looked into and a report on its implementation is due later in 2022. 

Conclusion

Based on the existing EU acquis, the Commission has no legal basis for further action on the 
matter raised by the petitioner 

1 Directive 2002/49/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 25 June 2002 relating to the 
assessment and management of environmental noise - Declaration by the Commission in the Conciliation 
Committee on the Directive relating to the assessment and management of environmental noise, OJ L 189, 
18.7.2002, p. 12–25.
2 https://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/environment-and-health/noise/environmental-
noise-guidelines-for-the-european-region 
3 Communication from the Commission to the European Parliament, the Council, the European 
Economic and Social Committee and the Committee of the Regions, Pathway to a Healthy 
Planet for All EU Action Plan: 'Towards Zero Pollution for Air, Water and Soil'; 
COM/2021/400 final
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