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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Petitions calls on the Committee on Foreign Affairs and the Committee on 
International Trade, as the committees responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions 
into their motion for a resolution:

1. Recalls the fundamental principle of protection of citizens’ rights;

2. Stresses that the withdrawal of the United Kingdom from the European Union does not 
exempt the United Kingdom from its responsibilities to safeguard EU citizens’ rights as 
guaranteed by the EU-UK Withdrawal Agreement (‘the Agreement’); notes that the 
Agreement lays down provisions for safeguarding the status and rights stemming from 
Union law for EU and UK citizens and families affected;

3. Recalls that the Agreement protects the rights of those Union citizens and their family 
members who exercised their right of free movement in the UK in accordance with 
Union law before the end of the transition period and who continue to reside there 
thereafter, as well as those UK citizens who exercise the same right in a Member State 
of the EU-27;

4. Recalls that any EU citizen residing in the UK has the right to petition the European 
Parliament pursuant to Article 227 of the TFEU, and has the right to participate in the 
European Citizens’ Initiative (ECI), and the right to apply to the Ombudsman after the 
end of the transition period (31 December);

5. Recalls that UK citizens residing in the EU will lose the right to participate in the ECI 
but will maintain the right to petition Parliament after the end of the transition period 
(31 December);

6. Highlights the importance that the host state plays in ensuring that any administrative 
procedure for applications for residence status is smooth, transparent and simple and 
that unnecessary burdens are avoided;

7. Considers that the system proposed by the UK Home Office (‘the registration 
procedure’) for EU-27 nationals to apply for residence status is not as transparent and 
simple as it should be; considers that it creates unnecessary and unfair administrative 
burdens on citizens of the EU-27;

8. Insists on the need for an independent monitoring authority (IMA) to oversee how the 
Agreement is applied, to ensure that commitments are respected, and to create legal 
certainty in the lives of EU-27/EEA citizens and their families in the UK;

9. Expresses concern over the current implementation of the EU Settlement Scheme and 
the potential consequences for those who fail to apply before the deadline; expresses its 
concern over the language used by the UK Home Office regarding possible deportations 
of EU citizens and the lack of measures in place to assist vulnerable citizens;

10. Notes that the United Kingdom has decided that the principle of free movement of 
persons between the Union and the United Kingdom will no longer apply after the 
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transition period; insists on the need for the future partnership to include ambitious 
provisions on the movement of persons, based on full reciprocity and 
non-discrimination among Member States;

11. Considers that mobility agreements, including visa-free travel for short stays, should be 
based on non-discrimination between Member States of the Union and full reciprocity;

12. Stresses that better regulation of the conditions of entry and residence for purposes such 
as research, study, training and youth exchanges should be taken into account.


