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EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT
14 December 1999 B5-0317/1999}        

B5-0318/1999}        
B5-0319/1999}RC1

JOINT MOTION FOR A RESOLUTION

pursuant to Rule 37(4) of the Rules of Procedure

by the following Members:

Schwaiger, on behalf of the PPE/DE Group
Seguro, McNally, Westendorp, Rocard and Mann, on behalf of the PSE Group
Clegg and Haarder, on behalf of the ELDR Group

replacing motions by :

- the PSE Group (B5-0317/1999)
- the ELDR Group (B5-0318/1999)
- the PPE/DE Group (B5-0319/1999)

on the Third Ministerial Conference of the World Trade Organisation in Seattle 

The European Parliament,

- having regard to its resolution of 18 November 19991,

- having regard to the outcome of the Third WTO Ministerial Conference of 30 November  
to 3 December 1999 in Seattle,

1. Regrets that the WTO member states could not reach an agreement on an agenda for a new 
comprehensive round of trade talks, thereby demonstrating once again the difficulty of 
finding solutions to the imperative need to adress the process of globalisation;  hopes that a 
new cycle of wide-ranging talks in the WTO can be launched in the not too distant future;

2. Regrets that the WTO talks were in large measure overshadowed by domestic political 
debates of some of its leading members;

3. Stresses the importance of multilateral trade talks for the benefit of all countries and 
peoples as an instrument in the service of sustainable development and, especially, for 
welfare, prosperity, growth, employment and the eradication of poverty in the world; 
therefore believes that social aspects, the environment and food safety, accompanied, 

1 See "Texts Adopted" of that sitting, Item 3.
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where necessary, by sufficient development resources, must be adressed in the course of 
any future trade negotiation;

4. Understands the fears that the process of globalisation arouses in society; therefore 
supports the resolution, based on a proposal made by its delegation and adopted by 
parlamentarians of WTO member states present in Seattle, calling for a parliamentary 
standing body in order to ensure transparency and democratic accountability and bridge the 
gap between the citizens and the institution in future WTO deliberations; 

5. Calls on the Council and Commission to deepen and widen bilateral trade relations with 
countries or  blocs sharing the same trade strategy as the European Union, without in any 
way undermining the multilateral system; in this connection, reiterates its commitment to 
fighting poverty, and therefore attaches particular importance to conclusion of the 
Agreement with the ACP countries;

6. Asks the Commission to pay particular attention to the linkages between trade and 
development; underlines that special efforts, in particular opening markets for the products 
of developing countries, have to be made to facilitate the active involvement of developing 
countries in future trade talks; 

7. Expresses  satisfaction with, and recognition of, the cooperation offered by the 
Commission to the European Parliament Delegation in Seattle; underlines the need for a 
common approach and a joint negotiating strategy of the institutions;

8. Calls on the WTO Secretary-General to submit suggestions for new ways of organising 
trade talks with 135 member states in order to avoid political debates being hampered by 
procedural and organisational shortcomings;

9. Insists that the Commission submit the conclusion of any final multilateral deal and any 
agreement of accession of an important member to the WTO to Parliament for its assent;

10. Instructs its President to forward this resolution to the Commission, the Council, the 
governments and parliaments of the Member States and the Secretary-General of the 
WTO.


