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European Parliament resolution on the outcome of the second EU-Latin America Summit

The European Parliament,

– having regard to its resolution on the Madrid Summit, adopted on 15 May 2002,

– having regard to the Action Plan of the First Summit of Heads of State and of Government of 
the EU, Latin America and the Caribbean, of June 1999,

– having regard to the Declaration to the Second Summit adopted by the Forum for Civil 
Society conference meeting in Alcobendas at the beginning of April 2002, entitled 'For a 
partnership based on solidarity',

A. having regard to the Second Summit of Heads of State and Government of the European 
Union, Latin America and the Caribbean held in Madrid on 17 and 18 May 2002 and the 
Declaration adopted at this summit,

B. having regard to the appeals made by trade union organisations and by tens of thousands of 
demonstrators protesting in the streets and within the Transatlantic Social Forum, calling on 
the summit to offer a tangible response to the major problems caused by the application of 
the neoliberal model and the repressive measures which go with it,

C. regretting that the European Union is confining itself to proposing neoliberal policies and 
free trade agreements for the countries of the region, rather than helping them to develop 
genuine regional integration, independent of the United States,

D. concerned by the lack of concrete decisions with regard to combating the steady deterioration 
of human rights, including social, economic, cultural and environmental rights, in most Latin 
American countries, and the discrimination suffered by Latin American citizens in Europe, 
and on measures to counteract the growing militarisation of various countries and the recent 
upsurge in the arms trade in both regions,

E. whereas punitive and repressive measures are increasingly being taken against social 
movements, particularly in Colombia, Guatemala, Brazil and Mexico, when they call for 
peaceful methods of reducing inequalities and an end to policies which create poverty,

F. deploring the fact that the European Union is bringing strong pressure to bear on the 
Argentine authorities to make the country apply the same IMF remedies which, to a large 
extent, have helped to plunge it into poverty, including the adoption of policies imposed by 
the IMF, the implementation of policies on structural adjustments, privatisation and opening 
up the market to multinational companies without considering the need to maintain the 
country's social and industrial fabric,

G. whereas the issue of the indigenous peoples and their rights was not discussed, although 
these peoples actually account for the majority of the population in some of the countries 
participating in the Summit,
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H. deploring the fact that, on a proposal from the government, the Argentine Congress has 
repealed the so-called 'economic subversion' law, which allowed for legal proceedings to be 
brought against the national and international financial organisations responsible for the 
economic crisis,

I. having regard to the need to agree on a joint strategy of rejection with regard to the USA's 
policy of seeking to set up the American Free Trade Area (AFTA), excluding Cuba from 
interregional and extraregional trade, reinforced by the recent USA Patriot Act, and pursuing 
the Plan Colombia, in blatant contradiction to the development policy being implemented by 
the EU,

1. Regrets that the European Union proved incapable in Madrid of proposing a genuine 
strategic partnership with the countries of Latin America and the Caribbean, based on efforts 
to achieve social peace by reducing inequalities and combating poverty, respect for 
minorities, democratisation and strengthening the justice system, clearly distinct from the 
establishment of free trade zones of the kind proposed by the United States (North American 
Free Trade Area (NAFTA), AFTA, etc.), which go hand-in-hand with policies based on 
repression and militarisation; 

2. Calls on the European Union to support the efforts by the countries of Latin America and the 
Caribbean to achieve political, social, economic and cultural integration; calls on the 
European Union to establish genuine cooperation geared towards technology transfers, 
improving public services and establishing fair trade, taking into account the different levels 
of development of the different countries;

3. Calls on the Commission to establish a European Union-Latin American dialogue body to 
discuss the parties' respective agricultural policies, involving representatives from 
governments, but also from social, farmers' and Indian organisations, to tackle the questions 
of subsidies and dumping, food sovereignty and ensuring respect for the rights of farmers and 
the rural population on both continents;

4. Calls on the European Union to take into account the economic alternatives proposed at the 
Porto Alegre Social Forum, including in particular the democratisation of international, 
financial and commercial institutions, the cancellation of external debt, measures to combat 
speculation through a tax on capital transactions, and monitoring respect for human rights 
and the rights of minorities by multinational companies;

5. Welcomes the fact that the European Union and the countries of Latin America have 
reiterated their support for the International Criminal Court, at a time when the United States 
has announced its withdrawal from this body;

6. Notes the signing of a trade agreement with Chile, but is concerned that it includes 
liberalisation of sensitive sectors such as services, public contracts and investments and asks 
that the results of the sustainability impact assessment currently being drawn up be 
forwarded to it, so that they may be examined in detail before Parliament gives its consent to 
the agreement between the EU and Chile;
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7. Welcomes the failure of the coup d'état in Venezuela and the rapid condemnation of that 
coup by the Rio Group, but strongly criticises the communiqué issued by the Presidency of 
the European Council, which appeared before the leader of the Venezuelan coup had even 
been sworn-in, and constituted a de facto recognition of the government set up by the coup, 
and demands an explanation of the reasons for this unacceptable behaviour on the part of the 
Union Presidency;

8. Calls on the European Union to express firm support for the democratic institutions of 
Venezuela and to support the efforts being made by the Venezuelan Government to reduce 
social inequalities and poverty;

9. Reiterates its express rejection of the Plan Colombia and the Andean Regional Initiative 
which extends its scope, and calls on the European Union to continue its search for a 
negotiated and peaceful solution to the armed conflict in Columbia and the Andean region, 
stressing both the importance of ensuring there is no impunity for human rights violations 
and the need to carry out social reforms, particularly in agriculture;

10. Calls on the European Union to step up its efforts to combat drugs trafficking by offering 
genuine economic alternatives for small farmers and increasing its efforts to combat money 
laundering and tax havens;

11. Calls on the European Union to negotiate a wide-ranging programme of economic and social 
support for Argentina, combined with negotiations on reducing its external debt both at 
bilateral level and within multilateral organisations;

12. Calls on the European Union and Latin America to step up their cooperation in order to bring 
to account - if necessary before the courts - those responsible for economic crises and State 
bankruptcies of the kind which occurred in Argentina;

13. Welcomes the fact that the European Union and the countries of Latin America and the 
Caribbean have reiterated their opposition to the extraterritorial laws adopted by the United 
States;

14. Calls on the European Union to step up its political dialogue with Cuba and to sign a 
cooperation agreement with that country;

15. Demands that the rights of the region’s indigenous and black minorities be stressed; calls in 
particular on the Mexican Government to follow the recommendations of the Commission 
for Peace and Reconciliation (COCOPA) on indigenous rights in Mexico;

16. Stresses the need to revise existing bi-regional agreements, particularly the agreement with 
Mexico, so that due account is taken of existing economic imbalances, the human rights 
clause is made effective, and parliamentary control and consultation of citizens is made 
possible; asks that the human rights clause, as an obligatory element, be revised so as to 
enable parliaments to participate, and to involve civil society organisations with public 
interests, from both regions, in monitoring and following-up this clause;
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17. Calls for a revision of the terms and amounts of cooperation budgets and agreements, so as to 
afford preferential treatment to the issue of the fight against impunity and growing 
militarisation, in close cooperation with the United Nations and its offices in the various 
countries, with particular regard to Colombia;

18. Requests that the European Parliament be kept duly informed during any procedures for 
concluding agreements with the countries of Latin America, particularly as regards studies on 
the impact of agreements on sustainable development and social inequalities, and that it be 
given a role in monitoring the application of these agreements; requests also that social 
organisations should be able to choose for themselves the representatives they send to the 
bodies responsible for monitoring these agreements;

19. Instructs its President to forward this resolution to the Council, the Commission and the 
governments of all the countries which took part in the Madrid Summit.


