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European Parliament resolution on human rights violations in northern Uganda

The European Parliament,

- having regard to its previous resolutions on human rights abuses, with specific reference 
to the abduction of children and forced conscription of child soldiers in northern Uganda,

 
- having regard, in particular, to its resolution of 6 July 2000 and to the report of the ACP-

EU Joint Parliamentary Assembly mission to the Sudan of June-July 2001, 

- having regard to the UN Conventions on the protection of the rights of children, 

- having regard to previous peace initiatives in northern Uganda by the Acholi Religious 
Leaders Peace Initiative (ARLPI) and others,

- having regard to the number of children abducted by the LRA to make them combatants 
or sexual slaves, which is estimated at 26 000, of whom 5 000 were abducted in the last 
year and 10 000 are still held by the rebels,

A. whereas the Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA), led by Joseph Kony, took root in the early 
1990s after a series of armed rebellions in northern Uganda, growing into a long-running 
insurgency with a complex political agenda that is pursued through brutality against 
civilians,

B. deeply concerned by the disastrous consequences of this conflict, resulting in the 
abduction of more than 20 000 children and causing immense human suffering, 
particularly among civilians, as well as gross human rights violations, massive 
displacement of populations and a breakdown of social and economic structures,

C. whereas the conflict, originally confined to the northern districts of Gulu, Kitgum and 
Pader, has now spread further southwards to cover a wider geographical area including 
the districts of Lira, Apac and Katakwi, thus displacing an unprecedented number of 
people,

D. whereas the violence has caused an estimated 800 000 people to flee their homes, living 
in internally displaced camps, and tens of thousands of children to sleep in urban centres 
every night for protection, 

E. whereas the LRA is largely responsible for the gross human rights violations in northern 
Uganda, even though this insurgency also has a regional dimension, because the LRA for 
many years based its operations in southern Sudan and received military and logistical 
support from that country's government,
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F. considering the allegations that Joseph Kony is still hiding in southern Sudan and that the 
LRA has received fresh military supplies from elements of the Sudanese armed forces as 
recently as March 2003, according to a report of the Acholi Religious Leaders,

G. whereas the Ugandan army is also recruiting child soldiers from the age of 12,

H. whereas the Ugandan Government has made several attempts to end this conflict 
militarily - most recently through ‘Operation Iron Fist’ in March 2002 following an 
agreement between the governments of Sudan and Uganda - which resulted in a 
worsening humanitarian crisis, and whereas civilians remain largely unprotected in 
northern Uganda and peace talks are virtually non-existent,

I. whereas the continuation of the conflict has led to a 23% increase in the army’s budget 
this year, to the detriment of the education and health budgets, and to the maintenance of 
the anti-terrorism law limiting freedom of association and expression,

J. pointing out the urgent need for an international response to the deteriorating 
humanitarian situation in northern Uganda, where food and medicine are not sufficiently 
available, notwithstanding the full solidarity of the missionaries for everybody in need of 
help and protection,

K. whereas ECHO is providing EUR 460 000 of support for a project to help reintegrate 
child soldier survivors,

L. whereas health indicators for northern Uganda are among the worst in Africa and 
whereas the humanitarian and health crisis is growing in that part of the country, with an 
increase in malaria and respiratory and digestive infections,

M. whereas ECHO doubled its funding for Uganda in 2003, bringing it up to EUR 4 million,

N. deploring that nine Catholic missions were attacked during the last few weeks, one of 
which was burnt down, and horrified by the recent order given by the LRA leader to his 
men to ‘destroy Catholic missions, kill priests and missionaries in cold blood and beat 
nuns black and blue’,

1. Strongly condemns the continued serious human rights violations by all parties to the 
conflict in northern Uganda, and calls for an immediate end to atrocities such as 
enslavement, torture, rape, killings and other abuses, and for the parties to engage 
constructively in the current peace initiatives;

2. Strongly condemns in particular the actions of the LRA for its continuous violence 
against the civilian populations of northern Uganda and for the continuing abductions of 
children aimed at using them as soldiers or for sexual exploitation: calls on both sides to 
stop their abuses and the use of children for war purposes or sexual exploitation; 



RC\503049EN.doc PE 333.902}
PE 333.905}
PE 333.909}
PE 333.910}
PE 333.916} RC1

EN

3. Further condemns the increasing number of attacks perpetrated against Catholic missions 
as well as the recent order of the LRA leader to destroy Catholic missions, and to kill all 
priests and missionaries;

4. Encourages the Ugandan Government and military to take immediate steps to secure the 
protection of all civilians and humanitarian workers from abduction and other human 
rights abuses as well as to create a secure environment in which humanitarian agencies 
can deliver life-saving assistance;

5. Calls on the Ugandan Government to introduce good governance and political pluralism 
in order to remove all reasons for resorting to armed combat; calls on it also to punish 
abuses committed by its forces, in particular those recently committed by the Violent 
Crime Crack Unit (VCCU) against civilians; 

6. Calls on the Government of Uganda to continue its efforts with a view to the publication 
and implementation of the Amnesty Act;

7. Notes Sudan’s commitment no longer to supply aid to the LRA and calls on Sudan to 
honour this commitment and ensure that it is enforced on its territory;

8. Calls on the African Union to examine all possible ways of contributing to the protection 
of the civilian populations in northern Uganda, which includes taking measures against 
African states which supply the LRA with weapons;

9. Calls for a rapid response from the international community, and in particular from 
ECHO, to deal with the looming humanitarian crisis, through increased emergency 
support for displaced persons, especially food and medical assistance, as well as support 
programmes for freed captives to ensure their successful reintegration into society;

10. Calls on the United Nations Security Council to look into ways in which the international 
community could intervene to protect the civilian populations in northern Uganda, 
including possible use of Chapter VII of the UN Charter whenever a request to this effect 
is submitted by its Secretary-General, Kofi Annan ; 

11. Calls on the EU Council to look into ways in which the EU could intervene in the CFSP 
framework so as to guarantee the security of populations eligible for the humanitarian aid 
distributed by ECHO; 

12. Further calls on the EU to consider appointing a special representative to assist the peace 
efforts currently being made, such as the Acholi Religious Leaders Peace Initiative 
(ARLPI), and to closely monitor the situation of children affected by armed conflict in 
this region;
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13. Instructs its President to forward this resolution to the ACP-EU Council and Joint 
Parliamentary Assembly, the European Commission, the Secretaries-General of the 
United Nations and the African Union, the Government of Uganda and the Government 
of Sudan.


