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European Parliament resolution on market regulations and competition rules for the 
liberal professions

The European Parliament,

– having regard to Articles 6, 43, 45, 49, 81 and 82 of the Treaty establishing the European 
Community,

– having regard to its resolution on scale fees and compulsory tariffs for certain liberal 
professions, in particular lawyers, and on the particular role and position of the liberal 
professions in modern society of 5 April 2001,

– having regard to Rule 42(5) of the Rules of Procedure,

A. whereas the liberal professions are one of the pillars of pluralism and independence in society 
and fulfil roles in the public interest,

B. whereas the activities of the liberal professions must be opened to the greatest extent possible 
to free competition, both within individual Member States and across the Union’s internal 
frontiers, in the interest of consumers, quality of service and the EU economy as a whole,

C. whereas the importance of ethical conduct, of the maintenance of confidentiality with clients 
and of a high level of specialised knowledge necessitates the organisation of self-regulation 
systems such as those run today by professional bodies and orders,

D. whereas the Commission has to take account of the particular nature of different branches of 
the economy, social concerns and considerations connected with the pursuit of the public 
interest,

1. Reaffirms that the liberal professions are the expression of a fundamental democratic order 
based on law and, more particularly, are an essential element of European societies;

2. Underlines the importance of rules which are necessary, in the specific context of each 
profession, to ensure the impartiality, competence, integrity and responsibility of the 
members of that profession so as to guarantee the quality of their services, to the benefit of 
their clients and society in general and to guarantee the public interest;

3. Notes that each activity of the professional association in question has to be looked at 
separately, so that the rules on competition are applied to the association only when it is 
acting exclusively in the interests of its members;

4. Points out that a professional body does not constitute either an undertaking or a group of 
undertakings for the purposes of Article 82 of the EC Treaty;

5. Notes the high qualifications required for the liberal professions, the need to protect those 
qualifications that distinguish the liberal professions for the benefit of European citizens and 
the need to establish a specific relationship based on trust between the liberal professions and 
their clients;
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6. Notes that special considerations should apply to liberal professions active in the health-care 
sector to ensure that the principles expressed by Article 152 of the Treaty are respected;

7. Considers that diversities rooted in the culture, legal history, sociology and ethnology of the 
various professional groups in the Member States must be limited by the need to cater for the 
requirements of a common European society;

8. Points out that it is both necessary and beneficial to the liberal professions to promote 
competition and freedom of provision of services in their own Member States and throughout 
the European Union;

9. Considers, however, that the goal of promoting competition in the professions must, in each 
individual case, be reconciled with the objective of maintaining purely ethical rules specific 
to each profession and that the pursuit of this goal must respect the public-interest tasks with 
which liberal professions are entrusted;

10. Points out that the specific features of the markets for professional services require adequate 
regulation;

11. Concludes that from a general point of view rules are necessary in the specific context of 
each profession, in particular those relating to organisation, qualifications, professional 
ethics, supervision, liability, impartiality and competence of the members of the profession or 
designed to prevent conflicts of interest and misleading advertising, provided that they:

(a) give end-users the assurance that they are provided with the necessary guarantees in 
relation to integrity and experience, and 

(b) do not constitute restrictions on competition;

12. Calls upon the Commission to carefully consider the principles and concerns expressed in 
this resolution when analysing the rules governing the exercise of the different liberal 
professions in the Member States;

13. Instructs its President to forward this resolution to the Commission.


