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	Joint motion for a resolution
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	– having regard to Law 123/2008 of the Italian Republic promulgated on 14 July 2008,
	– having regard to the Italian Decree Laws No 90/2008, as modified by Law 123/2008; No 195/2009, as modified by Law 26/2010; and No 196/2010, as modified by Law No 01/2011,
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	Aa. whereas the Italian Decree Law No 90/2008, as amended by Law 123/2008, states that judicial proceedings for crimes concerning waste management and the environment shall be transferred to the competence of the Procura Nazionale Antimafia, considering the influence of organised criminal groups,
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	B. whereas Italian Decree Law No 195 of 31 December 2009 officially declared the state of emergency ended and, as from that date onward, delegated responsibility for waste management to the provincial authorities,
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	Ba. whereas many judicial procedures relating to environmental crimes have been carried out in the last 15 years; whereas they recently led to the arrest of 14 people in relation to waste disposal in Campania,
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	Bb. whereas, according to Article 3 of the Italian Decree Law No 195/2009, on 31 January 2011 even the so-called ‘Unità stralcio’, created to reorganise the waste management budgets by the commissioners from 1994 to 2009, completed their work and the relevant powers were retransferred to the regional authorities,
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	D. whereas a new crisis, following that of summer 2007, arose shortly after the adoption of the report on the fact-finding mission by the Committee on Petitions; whereas the announcement of the consequent exceptional measures, such as the opening of new landfills, was followed by massive protests,
	D. whereas a new emergency arose in the Province of Naples after the adoption of the report on the fact-finding mission by the Committee on Petitions, although this was due to a lack of resources,
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	Joint motion for a resolution
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	F. whereas the first incinerator at Acerra only came on stream in March 2010, and whereas its operation has been hampered by the lack of appropriate infrastructure for the separation and treatment of waste and concerns remain regarding the disposal of the toxic ash produced by the incineration process,


	F. whereas the first incinerator at Acerra only came on stream in March 2010, and whereas its operation has been hampered by the lack of appropriate infrastructure for the separation and treatment of waste and concerns remain regarding the disposal of the toxic ash produced by the incineration process, which is currently undergoing analysis,
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	Joint motion for a resolution
	Amendment

	H. whereas many landfills have been declared areas of strategic interest, so that members of the public, mayors and local authorities, including the police, have been prevented from checking what is actually brought there,
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	Joint motion for a resolution
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	I. whereas the key feature of the management of the waste crisis is the practice of derogating from regulations and controls, including, for example, the granting of exemptions from environmental impact assessments and public procurement legislation; whereas commissioners were appointed with the authority to decide on the location of plants, landfills and incinerators and to select contractors, without proper consultation of or the provision of information to local authorities and local residents about the decisions taken; and whereas the system involving the management of waste by emergency commissioners has come under heavy criticism and given rise to judicial proceedings and is actually seen by much of the population as part of the problem, owing to its lack of transparency and the lack of institutional checks, rather than the solution,
	I. whereas the key feature of the management of the waste crisis is the practice of derogating from regulations and controls, including, for example, the granting of exemptions from environmental impact assessments and public procurement legislation; whereas commissioners were appointed with the authority to decide on the location of plants, landfills and incinerators and to select contractors, without proper consultation of or the provision of information to local authorities and local residents about the decisions taken; and whereas the system involving the management of waste by emergency commissioners has come under heavy criticism and given rise to judicial proceedings,
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	Joint motion for a resolution
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	K. whereas no proper attention was paid to members of the public who protested at the situation or tried to propose alternative approaches; whereas the national political authorities have placed waste sites and the Acerra incinerator under strict army control; whereas recently there have been some arrests during public demonstrations about the matter, showing that the relationship between the public and the authorities has been damaged as civil discontent increases over time,
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	Joint motion for a resolution
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	M. whereas in most cities progress in terms of waste reduction and the recycling of household waste has been minimal; whereas, remarkably, significant progress has been made in some cities in the separation and collection of household waste, although the waste cycle still relies heavily on landfill and incineration, contrary to the guidelines laid down in the new Waste Framework Directive (2008/98/EC); whereas a waste management plan is currently being assessed in terms of its compliance with the principles laid down in EU waste legislation regarding the hierarchy of treatment and the safe use of landfills or incineration,
	M. whereas the waste cycle still relies heavily on landfill and incineration and whereas a waste management plan presented by the regional authorities is currently being assessed in terms of its compliance with the principles laid down in EU waste legislation regarding the hierarchy of treatment and the safe use of landfills or incineration,
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	Joint motion for a resolution
	Amendment

	3. Considers that the exceptional measures employed over long periods by the Italian authorities, including the appointment of special commissioners or the designation of waste sites as being of ‘strategic interest’ under army control, have been counterproductive and fears that the established lack of transparency in the management of waste by the public authorities has facilitated rather than inhibited the increased involvement of organised crime groups both in official waste management in the region and in the illegal disposal of industrial waste; calls, therefore, for much greater transparency on the part of the various authorities responsible;
	3. Notes that the exceptional measures employed over long periods by the Italian authorities, including the appointment of special commissioners or the designation of waste sites as being of ‘strategic interest’ under army control, have been cancelled by Decree Law No 195/2009, as they have partly facilitated the involvement of organised crime groups in official waste management in the region and in the illegal disposal of industrial waste; calls, therefore, for much greater transparency on the part of the various authorities responsible;
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	Joint motion for a resolution
	Amendment

	4. Stresses the importance of rebuilding trust by means of structured dialogue between the public and the various authorities involved and between the various levels of government; deplores the criminal charges brought by the authorities against some members of the public peacefully demonstrating against the opening of new landfills and the violence employed by the security forces against demonstrators; is convinced that it is only by actively involving and informing the public throughout the whole process that a sustainable solution can be found over time to the waste problems faced by the region;
	4. Stresses the importance of enhancing trust by means of structured dialogue between the public and the various authorities involved and between the various levels of government; is convinced that it is only by actively involving and informing the public throughout the whole process that a sustainable solution can be found over time to the waste problems faced by the region;
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	Joint motion for a resolution
	Amendment

	6. Draws attention to the 7 million tonnes of ‘Ecobales’, whose contents are currently being examined, accumulated in stockpiles, especially on the Taverna del Ré site, and emphasises the importance of prioritising their removal and disposal once their precise contents have been properly assessed; insists that the disposal of the ‘Ecobales’ must be carried out using appropriate forms of treatment and addressed in the context of the waste management plan, with locations being clearly established for each treatment and lawful practices employed;

	6. Draws attention to the 7 million tonnes of ‘Ecobales’, whose contents are currently being examined, accumulated in stockpiles, especially on the Taverna del Ré site, and emphasises the importance of prioritising their removal and disposal once their precise contents have been properly assessed; welcomes the agreements between the Campania region and five other Italian regions to transfer them immediately to locations where they can be safely managed; insists that the disposal of the ‘Ecobales’ must be carried out using appropriate forms of treatment and addressed in the context of the waste management plan, with locations being clearly established for each treatment and lawful practices employed; 
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	Joint motion for a resolution
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	9. Notes that the Commission has stated that locating landfills in Natura 2000 sites is not as such a breach of EU law and also notes that areas have been designated or are already in use as landfills in national parks, Natura 2000 sites and UNESCO heritage areas, in compliance with EU law; raises the issue as to whether this poses ecological or health risks; takes the view that siting landfills in protected natural or cultural areas is incompatible with environmental law; requests the Commission to amend EU waste legislation so as to categorically prohibit landfills in Natura 2000 sites; proposes that the Commission should apply to the Court of Justice for an injunction if existing landfills in protected natural areas are extended or new ones opened in Natura 2000 sites;
	9. Notes that the Commission has stated that locating landfills in Natura 2000 sites is not as such a breach of EU law and also notes that areas have been designated or are already in use as landfills in national parks, Natura 2000 sites and UNESCO heritage areas, in compliance with EU law; raises the issue as to whether this poses ecological or health risks; takes the view that siting landfills in protected natural or cultural areas is incompatible with environmental law; requests the Commission to amend EU waste legislation so as to categorically prohibit landfills in Natura 2000 sites; proposes that the Commission should apply to the Court of Justice to check if existing landfills in protected natural areas are extended or new ones opened in Natura 2000 sites;
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	Joint motion for a resolution
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	10. Urges the Italian Government to act in connection with this matter in a manner consistent with EU law, and, in particular, to comply with the two latest judgments of the Court of Justice, to respect the resulting deadlines for compliance set by the Commission and to correct all the stated breaches of the EU law, in keeping with its obligation to take measures to ensure that the acquis communautaire is respected at all levels;
	10. Urges the Italian Government to act in connection with this matter in a manner consistent with EU law, and, in particular, to comply with the latest judgment of the Court of Justice dated 4 March 2010, to respect the resulting deadlines for compliance set by the Commission and to correct all the stated breaches of the EU law, in keeping with its obligation to take measures to ensure that the acquis communautaire is respected at all levels;
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	14. Calls on the Commission to monitor developments and make use of its powers, including by bringing a further action seeking financial penalties (Article 260 TFEU), to ensure that the Campania authorities comply without delay with the judgment of the Court of Justice in Case C-304/02, in particular by making sure that existing landfills comply with EU law;
	14. Calls on the Commission to monitor developments and make use of its powers, including by bringing a further action seeking financial penalties (Article 260 TFEU) if the Campania authorities do not comply with the judgment of the Court of Justice, in particular by making sure that existing landfills comply with EU law;
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