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Amendment  5 

Marie-Christine Vergiat, Jacky Hénin, Marisa Matias, Alda Sousa, Willy Meyer, 

Younous Omarjee 

on behalf of the GUE/NGL Group 

 

Joint motion for a resolution 

PPE, S&D, ALDE, Verts/ALE 

EU’s priorities for the 25th session of the UN Human Rights Council 

Joint motion for a resolution 

Recital F a (new) 

 

Joint motion for a resolution Amendment 

 Fa. whereas economic, social and cultural 

rights are an integral part of human 

rights, and whereas their observance 

leads, as a minimum, to full achievement 

of the eight Millennium Development 

Goals from the year 2000, namely: to 

eradicate extreme poverty and hunger, 

achieve universal primary education, 

promote gender equality and empower 

women, reduce child mortality, improve 

maternal health, combat HIV/AIDS, 

malaria and other diseases, ensure 

environmental sustainability, and develop 

a global partnership for development; 

whereas an ambitious timetable was set 

for these goals to be achieved by 2015, but 

whereas that target is still a long way off; 

Or. fr 
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Amendment  6 

Marie-Christine Vergiat, Paul Murphy, Jacky Hénin, Marisa Matias, Alda Sousa 

on behalf of the GUE/NGL Group 

 

Joint motion for a resolution 

PPE, S&D, ALDE, Verts/ALE 

EU’s priorities for the 25th session of the UN Human Rights Council 

Joint motion for a resolution 

Paragraph 3 a (new) 

 

Joint motion for a resolution Amendment 

 3a. Notes that Kazakhstan is currently one 

of the 47 members of the HRC; points out 

that the human rights situation in that 

country has deteriorated further since the 

brutal police repression of peaceful 

demonstrators and oil workers, their 

families and supporters in Zhanaozen on 

16 December 2011, which, according to 

official figures, left 15 people dead and 

over 100 injured; calls on the HRC to 

implement without delay the call made by 

the High Commissioner for Human 

Rights, Navi Pillay, for an independent 

international investigation into the killing 

of oil workers in Kazakhstan; calls on 

Kazakhstan, as a member of the HRC, to 

guarantee human rights, repeal Article 

164 of its penal code on ‘inciting social 

discord’, end the repression of, and lift the 

administrative obstacles placed in the way 

of, independent media, release political 

prisoners – including Vadim Kuramshin, 

a lawyer for human rights defenders, 

Roza Tuletaeva, a union activist, and 

Vladimir Kozlow, an opposition politician 

– and drop all requests for the extradition 

of opposition politicians; 
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Or. fr 
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Amendment  7 

Marie-Christine Vergiat, Jacky Hénin, Marisa Matias, Alda Sousa, Takis 

Hadjigeorgiou, Kyriacos Triantaphyllides, Willy Meyer, Younous Omarjee 

on behalf of the GUE/NGL Group 

 

Joint motion for a resolution 

PPE, S&D, ALDE, Verts/ALE 

EU’s priorities for the 25th session of the UN Human Rights Council 

Joint motion for a resolution 

Paragraph 6 a (new) 

 

Joint motion for a resolution Amendment 

 6a. Welcomes the particular attention 

paid at this 25th session of the HRC to the 

human rights situation in Palestine and 

other occupied Arab territories, 

particularly the right of the Palestinian 

people to self-determination and the 

establishment of an independent and 

viable state within the 1967 borders; urges 

the EU delegation to condemn all forms 

of settlement expansion, in particular in 

Palestine, but also in the West Bank and 

East Jerusalem;  

Or. fr 
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Amendment  8 

Marie-Christine Vergiat, Jacky Hénin, Marisa Matias, Alda Sousa, Takis 

Hadjigeorgiou, Kyriacos Triantaphyllides, Willy Meyer, Younous Omarjee 

on behalf of the GUE/NGL Group 

 

Joint motion for a resolution 

PPE, S&D, ALDE, Verts/ALE 

EU’s priorities for the 25th session of the UN Human Rights Council 

Joint motion for a resolution 

Paragraph 6 b (new) 

 

Joint motion for a resolution Amendment 

 6b. Condemns the continuing policy of 

expanding the settlements and of 

occupation pursued by Israel in the West 

Bank and East Jerusalem, in defiance of 

international law; strongly condemns the 

Prawer Plan, which has been conceived in 

order to expel Bedouin communities from 

their ancestral lands in the Negev Desert, 

and the displacement policy pursued by 

Israel against the Bedouins; stresses that 

this policy involves the seizure of 

Palestinian land, the denial of the use of 

farmland and the destruction of 

communities; denounces this policy 

designed to destroy any possibility of a 

Palestinian state with East Jerusalem as 

its capital, as called for in UN resolutions; 

urges the delegations from the Member 

States and the EU to denounce this Israeli 

policy, demand an immediate end to it and 

take all necessary measures to bring this 

about; 

Or. fr 
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Amendment  9 

Marie-Christine Vergiat, Jacky Hénin, Marisa Matias, Alda Sousa, Takis 

Hadjigeorgiou, Kyriacos Triantaphyllides, Willy Meyer, Younous Omarjee 

on behalf of the GUE/NGL Group 

 

Joint motion for a resolution 

PPE, S&D, ALDE, Verts/ALE 

EU’s priorities for the 25th session of the UN Human Rights Council 

Joint motion for a resolution 

Paragraph 6 c (new) 

 

Joint motion for a resolution Amendment 

 6c. Condemns the situation of Palestinian 

prisoners, calls for their release and 

draws attention to its resolution of 14 

March 2013 calling on the Israeli 

Government to respect the rights of 

Palestinian prisoners and protect their 

health and lives; is concerned at the fate 

of Palestinian prisoners held without 

charge; stresses that these detainees 

should be charged and put on trial, 

subject to the judicial safeguards provided 

for by international standards, or be 

promptly released; expresses deep 

concern at the situation and health of 

Palestinian detainees on extended hunger 

strike; calls on Israel to give these 

prisoners unrestricted access to 

appropriate medical care; 

Or. fr 
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Amendment  10 

Marie-Christine Vergiat, Jacky Hénin, Marisa Matias, Alda Sousa, Takis 

Hadjigeorgiou, Kyriacos Triantaphyllides, Willy Meyer, Younous Omarjee 

on behalf of the GUE/NGL Group 

 

Joint motion for a resolution 

PPE, S&D, ALDE, Verts/ALE 

EU’s priorities for the 25th session of the UN Human Rights Council 

Joint motion for a resolution 

Paragraph 6 d (new) 

 

Joint motion for a resolution Amendment 

 6d. Calls for an arms embargo against 

Israel, as a response to the human rights 

violations committed by that country; calls 

on the EU and its Member States to cease 

all cooperation with Israel in the context 

of the EDA and under the Horizon 2020 

programme; 

Or. fr 
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Amendment  11 

Marie-Christine Vergiat, Willy Meyer, Jacky Hénin, Marisa Matias, Alda Sousa 

on behalf of the GUE/NGL Group 

 

Joint motion for a resolution 

PPE, S&D, ALDE, Verts/ALE 

EU’s priorities for the 25th session of the UN Human Rights Council 

Joint motion for a resolution 

Paragraph 19 a (new) 

 

Joint motion for a resolution Amendment 

 19a. Notes that the Western Sahara 

conflict is a decolonisation issue; observes 

that, under international law, Morocco 

has no sovereignty over Western Sahara 

and is regarded as an occupying power; 

condemns the violation of the human 

rights of the Sahrawi people; calls for the 

protection of the fundamental rights of 

the people of Western Sahara, including 

freedom of association, freedom of 

expression and the right to demonstrate; 

demands the immediate release of all 

Sahrawi political prisoners; stresses the 

need for international monitoring of the 

human rights situation in Western 

Sahara; urges Morocco and the Polisario 

Front to continue negotiations with a view 

to achieving a peaceful and lasting 

solution to the conflict in this region, and 

reaffirms the right of the Sahrawi people 

to self-determination, which should be 

decided through a democratic 

referendum, in accordance with UN 

resolutions 34/37 and 35/19; welcomes the 

statements by 11 countries during the 

13th session of the United Nations 

Universal Periodic Review raising 

concerns on the situation in Western 
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Sahara; 

Or. en 
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Amendment  12 

Marie-Christine Vergiat, Willy Meyer, Jacky Hénin, Marisa Matias, Alda Sousa, 

Younous Omarjee 

on behalf of the GUE/NGL Group 

 

Joint motion for a resolution 

PPE, S&D, ALDE, Verts/ALE 

EU’s priorities for the 25th session of the UN Human Rights Council 

Joint motion for a resolution 

Paragraph 30 a (new) 

 

Joint motion for a resolution Amendment 

 30a. Welcomes the preliminary 

conclusions on Spain of the UN Special 

Rapporteur on the promotion of truth, 

justice, reparation and guarantees of non-

recurrence as a first step by the High 

Commissioner for Human Rights in 

support of the victims of the Spanish 

dictatorship; urges the Spanish 

Government to implement the Special 

Rapporteur’s recommendations as soon 

as possible, by repealing the 1977 amnesty 

law, and to show responsibility with 

regard to the victims of the Spanish civil 

war and the dictatorship by acting as 

guarantor for the truth and the 

democratic memory of its own people; 

Or. en 
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Amendment  13 

Marie-Christine Vergiat, Kyriacos Triantaphyllides, Takis Hadjigeorgiou, Jacky Hénin, 

Marisa Matias, Alda Sousa, Willy Meyer 

on behalf of the GUE/NGL Group 

 

Joint motion for a resolution 

PPE, S&D, ALDE, Verts/ALE 

EU’s priorities for the 25th session of the UN Human Rights Council 

Joint motion for a resolution 

Paragraph 30 b (new) 

 

Joint motion for a resolution Amendment 

 30b. Welcomes the fact that the High 

Commissioner’s report on the issue of 

human rights in Cyprus has been referred 

to the Council; reiterates its 

condemnation of the recurrent human 

rights violations resulting from the 

continuing occupation of 37 % of the 

territory of the Republic of Cyprus, and of 

Turkey’s ongoing violation of 

international humanitarian law with 

regard to Greek Cypriots and Turkish 

Cypriots over a 40-year period; is 

particularly concerned at the situation of 

refugees, people living in enclaves and the 

families of disappeared persons; 

condemns the denial of access to, and use 

of, land; condemns Turkey’s imposition 

of austerity measures against Turkish 

Cypriots in areas under its military 

control, in violation of their basic 

economic and social rights; calls on the 

EU delegation and on EU Member States 

to denounce these ongoing violations, 

condemn the presence of Turkish troops 

and settlers and call for an immediate end 

to the occupation of Cypriot territory by 

the Turkish army and to the policy of 
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seeking to alter the demography of the 

Republic of Cyprus; stresses that these 

violations constitute war crimes; calls on 

Turkey to authorise access to all military 

areas and to battle archives with the aim 

of determining the fate of disappeared 

persons; 

Or. fr 
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Amendment  14 

Marie-Christine Vergiat, Paul Murphy, Jacky Hénin, Marisa Matias, Alda Sousa 

on behalf of the GUE/NGL Group 

 

Joint motion for a resolution 

PPE, S&D, ALDE, Verts/ALE 

EU’s priorities for the 25th session of the UN Human Rights Council 

Joint motion for a resolution 

Paragraph 32 a (new) 

 

Joint motion for a resolution Amendment 

 32a. Stresses that the HRC has on several 

occasions called for a full and transparent 

inquiry into allegations of war crimes in 

Sri Lanka, but that so far the Sri Lankan 

Government has given no indication of a 

willingness to comply; condemns, once 

again, the brutal murder by the Sri 

Lankan army of up to 70 000 civilians, 

mainly Tamil speakers, in the final weeks 

of the civil war in Sri Lanka; echoes the 

criticisms by the UN High Commissioner 

for Human Rights, Navi Pillay, of the Sri 

Lankan Government’s failure to 

investigate allegations of war crimes; is 

extremely concerned at the continuing 

climate of impunity in Sri Lanka; calls on 

the HRC to set up, at its 25th session, an 

independent international investigation 

into possible war crimes in Sri Lanka, but 

considers that in order for such an 

investigation to be fully independent, 

credible and transparent it must also 

involve trade unions and human rights 

organisations and be accountable to all 

the victims of the conflict and their 

families; expresses its deep concern at the 

increasing militarisation of Sri Lankan 

society, in particular in the north and east 
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of the island, and calls for an immediate 

end to the acquisition of land for military 

purposes and for the army to withdraw 

from this part of the island; supports the 

Tamil people’s right to self-

determination; 

Or. fr 
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Amendment  15 

Marie-Christine Vergiat, Jacky Hénin, Marisa Matias, Alda Sousa, Willy Meyer 

on behalf of the GUE/NGL Group 

 

Joint motion for a resolution 

PPE, S&D, ALDE, Verts/ALE 

EU’s priorities for the 25th session of the UN Human Rights Council 

Joint motion for a resolution 

Paragraph 32 b (new) 

 

Joint motion for a resolution Amendment 

 32b. Welcomes the importance that the 

25th session of the HRC has attached to 

promoting and protecting economic and 

social rights and to the question of the 

interdependence of human rights; 

emphasises once again the need to regard 

economic, social, cultural, civic and 

political rights as being of equal 

importance; stresses that high 

unemployment rates, increasing poverty 

and social exclusion, increasingly 

problematic access to affordable public 

services in the fields of health, education, 

housing, transport and culture, and the 

deteriorating quality of such services 

constitute major challenges; points out 

that privatisation and liberalisation have 

played a part in making some of these 

entitlements less accessible, that this trend 

needs to be reversed, and that fairer 

wealth distribution, decent wages and 

high-quality jobs are important ways of 

solving these problems; observes, 

similarly, that the austerity plans 

implemented both by EU Member States 

and in other countries, partly under 

pressure from the EU, have merely 
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aggravated inequalities and poverty; 

Or. fr 
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Amendment  16 

Marie-Christine Vergiat, Jacky Hénin, Marisa Matias, Alda Sousa, Willy Meyer, 

Younous Omarjee 

on behalf of the GUE/NGL Group 

 

Joint motion for a resolution 

PPE, S&D, ALDE, Verts/ALE 

EU’s priorities for the 25th session of the UN Human Rights Council 

Joint motion for a resolution 

Paragraph 32 c (new) 

 

Joint motion for a resolution Amendment 

 32c. Emphasises that in 2013 the richest 

10 % held 86 % of the world’s wealth 

(2013 Global Wealth Report finding), that 

the crisis has served to confirm the 

dangers inherent in the current economic 

and political system and that it has 

widened already alarming social 

inequalities, inflating incomes at the top 

end of the scale, which have skyrocketed 

by comparison with average earnings; 

considers that this 25th session of the 

HRC should make the issue of global 

wealth distribution – which is the main 

impediment to the realisation of economic 

and social rights – its number one 

priority, and that the EU delegation and 

EU Member States should take all 

requisite steps in pursuit of that aim; 

Or. fr 
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Amendment  17 

Marie-Christine Vergiat, Jacky Hénin, Marisa Matias, Alda Sousa, Willy Meyer 

on behalf of the GUE/NGL Group 

 

Joint motion for a resolution 

PPE, S&D, ALDE, Verts/ALE 

EU’s priorities for the 25th session of the UN Human Rights Council 

Joint motion for a resolution 

Paragraph 33 a (new) 

 

Joint motion for a resolution Amendment 

 33a. Welcomes the particular attention 

paid to ‘the role of the public service as an 

essential component of good governance 

in the promotion and protection of human 

rights’; sees the trend in a number of 

countries, particularly in the EU, towards 

liberalisation under the pretext of ‘good 

governance’ or of austerity plans as 

extremely worrying; stresses that such 

policies are at odds with the absolutely 

fundamental rights of access to education, 

employment, healthcare, transport, 

housing and social security (including 

pension provision), to services such as gas 

and electricity and to food, etc.; calls, 

therefore, on the EU delegation and on 

the EU Member States to work resolutely 

to safeguard these rights through the 

development of universally accessible 

public services, rather than continuing to 

pursue the current policies; 

Or. fr 
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Amendment  18 

Marie-Christine Vergiat, Jacky Hénin, Marisa Matias, Alda Sousa, Willy Meyer, 

Younous Omarjee 

on behalf of the GUE/NGL Group 

 

Joint motion for a resolution 

PPE, S&D, ALDE, Verts/ALE 

EU’s priorities for the 25th session of the UN Human Rights Council 

Joint motion for a resolution 

Paragraph 33 b (new) 

 

Joint motion for a resolution Amendment 

 33b. Emphasises the importance of the 

discussion on ‘the effects of foreign debt 

and other related international financial 

obligations of states on the full enjoyment 

of human rights’, and is alarmed by the 

fact that ‘debt servicing’ is an issue for 

most countries today and has become a 

pretext for the introduction of austerity 

plans which are termed ‘structural 

adjustment plans’; restates, all the more 

firmly in the current context of economic 

and social crisis, its position that the debt 

not only of third-world countries but also 

of all countries in extreme difficulty 

(including EU Member States) should be 

forgiven so as to avoid worsening the 

crisis and to ensure that people can 

properly enjoy their economic, social and 

cultural rights; 

Or. fr 
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Amendment  19 

Marie-Christine Vergiat, Jacky Hénin, Marisa Matias, Alda Sousa, Willy Meyer 

on behalf of the GUE/NGL Group 

 

Joint motion for a resolution 

PPE, S&D, ALDE, Verts/ALE 

EU’s priorities for the 25th session of the UN Human Rights Council 

Joint motion for a resolution 

Paragraph 38 a (new) 

 

Joint motion for a resolution Amendment 

 38a. Welcomes, likewise, the report on the 

‘right to food’ and the fact that the 

mandate of the Special Rapporteur on the 

right to food has been extended for three 

years to enable him to continue to address 

the impact of the world food crisis on the 

realisation of this right; points out that 

the UN member states should do more to 

foster access to essential natural 

resources and land, and to promote food 

sovereignty and food security as an 

instrument for reducing poverty and 

unemployment; deplores the fact that a 

significant number of people do not have 

or no longer have access to certain 

resources, including basic commodities 

such as water, as a result of the hoarding 

of these resources by companies or private 

entities, which are supported by the 

political authorities in the countries 

concerned, causing food shortages and 

increases in the price of foodstuffs; calls, 

therefore, on the EU delegation and EU 

Member States to take the necessary 

measures to ensure that the 

monopolisation of resources, especially 

land, by European undertakings in 

particular is halted, and to put forward 
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proposals in international and regional 

forums and conferences (World Bank, 

WTO, Unctad, IMF, OECD, etc.) for 

basic public goods to be recognised and 

listed in a specific UN convention; calls, 

furthermore, on the EU and its Member 

States to support UN General Assembly 

Resolution No 64/292 of 28 July 2010 on 

the human right to water and sanitation, 

and to do their utmost to have it 

implemented and made binding; 

Or. fr 

 

 

 


