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Amendment  1 

Lola Sánchez Caldentey, Tania González Peñas, Miguel Urbán Crespo, Xabier Benito 

Ziluaga, Estefanía Torres Martínez, Marie-Christine Vergiat 

on behalf of the GUE/NGL Group 

 

Joint motion for a resolution 

PPE, S&D, ECR, ALDE, GUE/NGL, Verts/ALE, EFDD 

Freedom of expression in Kazakhstan 

Joint motion for a resolution 

Recital D 

 

Joint motion for a resolution Amendment 

D. whereas the general situation with 

regard to freedom of expression has 

deteriorated in recent years; whereas in 

December 2015 the Kazakh authorities 

detained Guzal Baidalinova, a journalist 

and the owner of the Nakanune.kz online 

news site, in connection with a criminal 

case on charges of ‘deliberately publishing 

false information’; whereas concerns were 

expressed after the arrest of Guzal 

Baidalinova about the harassment of 

independent media in Kazakhstan; whereas 

on 29 February 2016 a court acquitted 

journalist Yulia Kozlova, who writes for 

Nakanune.kz;  

D. whereas the general situation with 

regard to freedom of expression has 

deteriorated in recent years, notably since 

the brutal police repression of peaceful 

demonstrators and oil workers, their 

families and supporters in Zhanaozen on 

16 December 2011, which, according to 

official figures, left 15 people dead and 

over 100 injured; whereas the UN Special 

Rapporteur on the rights to freedom of 

peaceful assembly and of association, who 

visited Kazakhstan in January and August 

2015, called on the authorities to allow an 

international investigation into the use of 

lethal force against protesters in 

Zhanaozen in 2011, and into reports of 

torture and other ill-treatment of those 

detained following the protests; whereas in 

December 2015 the Kazakh authorities 

detained Guzal Baidalinova, a journalist 

and the owner of the Nakanune.kz online 

news site, in connection with a criminal 
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case on charges of ‘deliberately publishing 

false information’; whereas concerns were 

expressed after the arrest of Guzal 

Baidalinova about the harassment of 

independent media in Kazakhstan; whereas 

on 29 February 2016 a court acquitted 

journalist Yulia Kozlova, who writes for 

Nakanune.kz;  

Or. en 
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Amendment  2 

Lola Sánchez Caldentey, Tania González Peñas, Miguel Urbán Crespo, Xabier Benito 

Ziluaga, Estefanía Torres Martínez, Marie-Christine Vergiat 

on behalf of the GUE/NGL Group 

 

Joint motion for a resolution 

PPE, S&D, ECR, ALDE, GUE/NGL, Verts/ALE, EFDD 

Freedom of expression in Kazakhstan 

Joint motion for a resolution 

Recital I 

 

Joint motion for a resolution Amendment 

I. whereas the European Instrument for 

Democracy and Human Rights (EIDHR) is 

an important financing tool that aims to 

support civil society organisations and 

democratisation in both the country and the 

region; 

I. whereas the European Instrument for 

Democracy and Human Rights (EIDHR) is 

an important financing tool that aims to 

support civil society organisations and 

democratisation in both the country and the 

region; whereas in October 2015 legal 

amendments affecting NGOs’ access to 

funding were passed by the Kazakhstan 

Parliament; whereas civil society activists 

were concerned that this new law would 

limit NGOs’ access to foreign funding 

and constrain their activities; 

Or. en 
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Amendment  3 

Lola Sánchez Caldentey, Tania González Peñas, Miguel Urbán Crespo, Xabier Benito 

Ziluaga, Estefanía Torres Martínez, Marie-Christine Vergiat 

on behalf of the GUE/NGL Group 

 

Joint motion for a resolution 

PPE, S&D, ECR, ALDE, GUE/NGL, Verts/ALE, EFDD 

Freedom of expression in Kazakhstan 

Joint motion for a resolution 

Recital I a (new) 

 

Joint motion for a resolution Amendment 

  Ia. whereas according to ILGA (the 

International Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, 

Trans and Intersex Association), LGBTI 

persons in Kazakhstan face legal 

challenges and discrimination not 

experienced by non-LGBTI residents; 

whereas both male and female same-sex 

sexual activity is legal in Kazakhstan, but 

same-sex couples and households headed 

by same-sex couples are not eligible for 

the same legal protections available to 

opposite-sex married couples; 

Or. en 
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Amendment  4 

Lola Sánchez Caldentey, Tania González Peñas, Miguel Urbán Crespo, Xabier Benito 

Ziluaga, Estefanía Torres Martínez, Marie-Christine Vergiat 

on behalf of the GUE/NGL Group 

 

Joint motion for a resolution 

PPE, S&D, ECR, ALDE, GUE/NGL, Verts/ALE, EFDD 

Freedom of expression in Kazakhstan 

Joint motion for a resolution 

Recital I b (new) 

 

Joint motion for a resolution Amendment 

  Ib. whereas corruption and the pervasive 

link between business and politics are 

strong in Kazakhstan; whereas 

Kazakhstan’s political system is weak and 

there is a lack of popular participation in 

politics; 

Or. en 
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Amendment  5 

Lola Sánchez Caldentey, Tania González Peñas, Miguel Urbán Crespo, Xabier Benito 

Ziluaga, Estefanía Torres Martínez, Marie-Christine Vergiat 

on behalf of the GUE/NGL Group 

 

Joint motion for a resolution 

PPE, S&D, ECR, ALDE, GUE/NGL, Verts/ALE, EFDD 

Freedom of expression in Kazakhstan 

Joint motion for a resolution 

Paragraph 3 a (new) 

 

Joint motion for a resolution Amendment 

  3a. Is deeply worried about the disrespect 

and violation of prisoners’ rights in 

Kazakhstan’s prison system; is concerned 

about the physical and mental well-being 

of prisoners Vladimir Kozlov, Vadim 

Kuramshin (who won the Ludovic 

Trarieux International Human Rights 

Prize 2013) and Aron Atabek, who have 

been convicted on political grounds, and 

demands that they receive immediate 

access to necessary medical treatment and 

are allowed regular visits, including by 

family members, legal representatives and 

representatives of human rights and 

prisoners’ rights organisations; 

Or. en 

 

 

 


