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Amendment 4
Sven Simon, Christophe Hansen
on behalf of the PPE Group

Joint motion for a resolution
PPE, S&D, Renew, Verts/ALE
Meeting the Global COVID-19 challenge: effects of waiver of the WTO TRIPS agreement on 
COVID-19 vaccines, treatment, equipment and increasing production and manufacturing 
capacity in developing countries

Joint motion for a resolution
Paragraph -1 (new) (before paragraph 1)

Joint motion for a resolution Amendment

-1. Expresses readiness to discuss any 
option that helps end the pandemic as 
soon as possible; is, however, not 
convinced that the broad TRIPS waiver 
proposed by a number of WTO members 
would provide the best immediate 
response to reach the objective of the 
widest and most timely distribution of 
COVID-19 vaccines, since it would not 
improve global production capacities in 
the short term; believes that the EU 
should be strong in its support for 
innovation and intellectual property rights 
in global discussions; supports the 
Commission and the European Council’s 
recent declarations and their readiness to 
engage in discussions with our partners in 
the WTO on the existing flexibilities 
within the TRIPS agreement, such as 
compulsory licensing;

Or. en
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Amendment 5
Sven Simon, Christophe Hansen
on behalf of the PPE Group

Joint motion for a resolution
PPE, S&D, Renew, Verts/ALE
Meeting the Global COVID-19 challenge: effects of waiver of the WTO TRIPS agreement on 
COVID-19 vaccines, treatment, equipment and increasing production and manufacturing 
capacity in developing countries

Joint motion for a resolution
Paragraph 4 a (new)

Joint motion for a resolution Amendment

4a. Stresses that intellectual property 
protection is a key incentive for 
innovation and research across the globe; 
notes that such protection is the basis for 
voluntary licencing agreements and 
know-how transfer and is therefore an 
enabler of rather than a barrier to vaccine 
availability; cautions that under a 
paradigm of unenforceability for patents, 
companies would have to resort to secrecy 
or exclusivity to protect their innovations; 
underlines the threat that an indefinite 
TRIPS Agreement waiver would pose to 
research finance, in particular for 
researchers, investors, developers and 
clinical trials; emphasises that the 
protection of property rights, including 
intellectual property rights, is a 
constitutional obligation of the European 
Union and its Member States;

Or. en
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Amendment 6
Sven Simon, Christophe Hansen
on behalf of the PPE Group

Joint motion for a resolution
PPE, S&D, Renew, Verts/ALE
Meeting the Global COVID-19 challenge: effects of waiver of the WTO TRIPS agreement on 
COVID-19 vaccines, treatment, equipment and increasing production and manufacturing 
capacity in developing countries

Joint motion for a resolution
Paragraph 4 b (new)

Joint motion for a resolution Amendment

4b. Takes note of the Commission’s 
announcement that it is open to the 
possibility of facilitating the use of 
compulsory licensing where necessary in 
order to ensure swift global access to 
vaccine production; calls on the 
Commission to provide objective criteria 
regarding if, when and in which cases it 
will resort to compulsory licencing; 
stresses that the TRIPS Agreement does 
not specify the reasons that might be used 
to justify compulsory licencing; 
emphasises that the Doha Declaration on 
TRIPs and Public Health confirms that 
countries are free to determine the 
grounds for granting compulsory licences 
and to determine what constitutes a 
national emergency; stresses that 
compulsory licencing requires an effective 
legal framework, and that this could lead 
to legal difficulties in developing 
countries; calls on the Commission to 
explore if and how it will provide legal 
support for compulsory licencing in least 
developed countries; welcomes the 
Commission’s assessment that 
cooperation and voluntary licencing are 
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the most effective tools to facilitate the 
expansion of production;

Or. en
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Amendment 7
Sven Simon, Christophe Hansen
on behalf of the PPE Group

Joint motion for a resolution
PPE, S&D, Renew, Verts/ALE
Meeting the Global COVID-19 challenge: effects of waiver of the WTO TRIPS agreement on 
COVID-19 vaccines, treatment, equipment and increasing production and manufacturing 
capacity in developing countries

Joint motion for a resolution
Paragraph 8

Joint motion for a resolution Amendment

8. Recognises that trade facilitation 
and disciplines on export restrictions, the 
expansion of production, including through 
pledges by vaccine producers and 
developers, and the facilitation of TRIPS 
Agreement flexibilities relating to 
compulsory licences all play a role in 
increasing global vaccination; welcomes 
efforts made by the Director-General of the 
WTO in bringing members towards a 
dialogue-based solution; notes the 
communications from the European Union 
to the WTO General Council and TRIPS 
Council on the urgent trade policy 
responses to the COVID-19 crisis, which 
present three complementary pillars, 
including trade facilitation and disciplines 
on export restrictions and the expansion of 
production; expects the Commission to 
increase its engagement to conclude the 
WTO Trade and Health initiative by the 
12th WTO Ministerial Conference in 
November 2021; calls, furthermore, for the 
establishment of a Trade and Health 
Committee at the 12th WTO Ministerial 
Conference in order to draw lessons from 
the pandemic, make proposals to increase 

8. Recognises that trade facilitation 
and disciplines on export restrictions, the 
expansion of production, including through 
pledges by vaccine producers and 
developers, and the facilitation of TRIPS 
Agreement flexibilities relating to 
compulsory licences all play a role in 
increasing global vaccination; welcomes 
efforts made by the Director-General of the 
WTO in bringing members towards a 
dialogue-based solution; welcomes the 
communications from the European Union 
to the WTO General Council and TRIPS 
Council on the urgent trade policy 
responses to the COVID-19 crisis, which 
present three complementary pillars, 
including trade facilitation and disciplines 
on export restrictions and the expansion of 
production; expects the Commission to 
increase its engagement to conclude the 
WTO Trade and Health initiative by the 
12th WTO Ministerial Conference in 
November 2021; calls, furthermore, for the 
establishment of a Trade and Health 
Committee at the 12th WTO Ministerial 
Conference in order to draw lessons from 
the pandemic, make proposals to increase 
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the effectiveness of the WTO response 
during international health crises and to 
prepare a trade pillar for an international 
pandemic treaty in order to address supply 
chain disruptions, increase production 
capacities, take action against price 
speculation and revisit the WTO law 
framework in light of lessons learned;

the effectiveness of the WTO response 
during international health crises and to 
prepare a trade pillar for an international 
pandemic treaty in order to address supply 
chain disruptions, increase production 
capacities, take action against price 
speculation and revisit the WTO law 
framework in light of lessons learned;

Or. en


