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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Regional Development calls on the Committee on Budgetary Control, as
the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in its motion for a
resolution:

1.

Believes that the Court of Auditors should distinguish more clearly where the fault lies
in relation to structural fund expenditure;

Deplores the failure of some Member States to control and manage taxpayers' money
for which they are responsible, and points to the hypocrisy of some Member States in
blaming the Commission for failing to control expenditure of money for which those
Member States are responsible;

Emphasises that the Member States should implement the Structural Fund Regulations
stringently and that they should, therefore, set up reliable auditing systems; stresses
that Parliament will not look on impassively if the Member States fail duly to
implement those Regulations;

Notes that the Court of Auditors did not find fault with the internal control
mechanisms of the Commission and noted improvements; regrets the fact that, due to
insufficient resources, only a limited number of Member States’ systems have been
subjected to on the spot checks;

Asks the Commission to inform Parliament of the countries which have failed to
rapidly implement agreed improvements in their control systems, and continue to
supply incomplete Article 8 statements;

Encourages the Commission to suspend interim payments to Member States in cases
of serious irregularity or when serious failings in the Member States' management
control systems are found.
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