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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Regional Development calls on the Committee on Budgetary Control, as 
the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in its motion for a 
resolution:

1. Reminds the Commission that in the current context of looming budgetary restrictions, the 
protection of the European Communities' financial interests and the fight against fraud 
together represent the highest imperative to ensure that the financial contributions of 
Member States are used in a transparent, accountable, and efficient manner.

2. Regrets that the problems of interpretation of Regulation EC 1681/94 have not yet 
been resolved effectively and expresses its disappointment at the fact that half the 
Member States did not notify OLAF of cases of irregularities within the prescribed 
time limits or provide the necessary information on the use of economic resources 
within the framework of the financing of structural policies or did so inadequately so 
that the relevant European Commission database cannot be updated.

3. Invites the Member States to take appropriate measures to improve systems for the 
control and management of the structural funds and to ensure, on the one hand, that 
the risk of fraud is reduced significantly and, on the other, that the provisions of 
Regulation 1681/94 are applied in full, particularly with regard to the procedure for 
timely, clear and full notification. 

4. Calls on the Commission to strengthen its efforts in making all EU Member States, 
and especially the ten new Member States and the applicant countries, fully aware of 
and dedicated to implementing the key objectives for the protection of the European 
Communities' interests and the fight against fraud, in particular an intensified inter-
institutional approach to preventing and fighting corruption and fraud in the area of 
structural and cohesion policies through enhanced transparency and a better standard 
of on-the-spot checks of Member State control systems in force, and regularly 
performed ex-ante evaluations and ex-post verifications of project-related financial 
reports by the European Court of Auditors;

5. Calls on the Commission and all Member States to ensure that stringent legal penalties 
are applied to cases of fraud against the European Communities' financial interests and 
cases of fraud against Member States' financial interests, especially in relation to co-
financed projects in the area of structural and cohesion policies. 

6. Call on Member States to work closely with the Commission and the ETSC1 on the 
technical protection against counterfeiting of Euro coins and to set up centres of 
training and assistance under the "Pericles"2 programme at regional level to ensure the 
involvement of regional authorities (police and responsible regional or national 
authorities) in the fight against currency adulteration and counterfeiting. 

1 This abbreviation refers to The European Technical & Scientific European Centre. 
2 Council Decision 2001/923/EC of 17 December 2001 establishing an exchange, assistance and training 
programme for the protection of the euro against counterfeiting (the "Pericles" programme) (OJ L 339, 
21.12.2001, p.50).
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