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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Regional Development calls on the Committee on Transport and Tourism, 
as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in its motion for a 
resolution:

1. Stresses the fact that, if developed wisely, tourism is a sustainable source of income 
for local economies, ensuring the protection and enhancement of the environment as 
well as the promotion and preservation of cultural, historical and environmental 
features, crafts, and sustainable maritime tourism; therefore particularly urges 
investment in tourism infrastructure in connection with sailing, diving and cruises, and 
the protection and promotion of archaeological marine treasures;

2. Urges the Commission and the Member States to endorse traditional economic 
activities, which do no damage to marine ecosystems, which add value to local 
products and offer viable alternatives to sectors that lay greater emphasis on 
competitiveness;

3. Calls on the Member States to better use structural and cohesion funds in order to 
further develop intermodal transport services at ports so as to facilitate the switch from 
land to water transport, increase energy efficiency and reduce CO2 emissions that 
emanate from  the European transport system; 

4. Encourages the Commission to undertake specific, scientifically-based environmental 
and socio-economic statistical and other studies of the maritime regions in order to be 
able to monitor and control the effects of the development of economic activities on 
those areas;

5. Stresses the importance, within a holistic maritime policy, of developing and 
implementing an integrated coastal zone management (ICZM) policy, covering the 
multiple uses of the coastal zones and their impact on development policies; calls, in 
this context, for greater harmonisation of relevant national legislation with Community 
law;

6. Urges the Commission and the European Maritime Safety Agency to work in close 
cooperation so as to encourage the adoption of rules on port operations, fisheries, 
conservation of marine ecosystems and heritage, pollution, remote-sensing 
surveillance and satellite-positioning systems that can also be applied in third 
countries to help place the oceans on a sustainable footing and lessen the effects of 
unfair competition at global level;

7. Encourages regions and Member States to use  cohesion policy instruments in order to 
achieve further integration in maritime and coastal policy, promote entrepreneurship 
and set up SMEs, thus helping to overcome the problem of seasonal employment; 
calls, in particular, for the creation of a network of regions of maritime excellence in 
the framework of the European Territorial Cooperation Objective;

8. Calls for the setting up of Marine Management Organisations (MMOs) in each coastal 
Member State in order to enable the streamlining of management in view of the broad 
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range of government departments and other bodies which have a direct input in 
maritime management;

9. Calls for the development of all necessary and appropriate measures to prevent and 
manage the risks of damage to coastal areas by natural disasters (i.e. floods, erosion, 
storms, tsunamis, volcanoes, cyclones) and climate change effects, such as rising sea 
levels, drought, desertification and scarcity of ground water, while taking into account 
the different protection needs of the various EU coastal regions and ensuring that the 
construction of coastal defences does not go beyond what is necessary, so as not to 
cause unnecessary damage to the environment; further stresses the need to adopt 
global and Community measures in order to deal with the threats to European coastal 
ecosystems engendered by these natural phenomena and by various human activities, 
such as building housing and roads, tourist facilities  and commercial and industrial 
areas ;

10. Urges the Commission and the Member States to promote and increase partnerships 
between universities and their research centres on the one hand, and between 
businesses on the other for the purpose of drawing up strategies and practical projects 
to help boost sustainable growth and employment in the different spheres of the 
maritime ‘cluster’;

11. Stresses the fact that a comprehensive system of spatial planning is necessary in order 
to ensure a stable regulatory environment, so that all development along the 
Community's lengthy coastlines and also in the hinterland takes into consideration the 
consequences of climate change and takes an ecosystem-based approach; notes, in 
particular, that human activities outside ecologically sensitive areas that have harmful 
effects on the marine environment should also be regulated, so as to minimise their 
negative impact;

12. Emphasises the importance of the contribution that EU cohesion policy, through its 
objective of "European territorial cooperation", the networking of coastal, insular and 
outermost regions (as well as the European Neighbourhood Policy) can make to a 
holistic maritime policy through the exchange of best practices and the promotion of 
joint strategies for the competitiveness of these regions; also calls for the incorporation 
of a best practices system in the development of interregional initiatives;

13. Calls for the creation of a European Maritime Platform for the exchange and 
promotion of best practices between European, national, regional and local 
stakeholders, particularly with regard to regional economic groupings, research 
networking, land planning, protection of natural resources and good governance; 
further calls on the Commission to prepare a catalogue of projects in the field of 
maritime policy, which are already funded by the Community, in order to facilitate the 
promotion and monitoring of good practices; 

14. Calls on the Member States to take measures to enhance business competitiveness of 
coastal regions by encouraging research, the creation of centres of maritime excellence 
and technological development and innovation as well as inter-business cooperation 
(networks, clusters, public partners) and the provision of improved support services 
aimed at reducing the dependence of those regions on a very limited number of 
(traditional) economic activities;
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15. Urges the Commission to take greater account of the specific characteristics of all 
island regions in designing EU maritime policy, both in terms of compensating natural 
handicaps as well as maximising the value of their geographic situation in order to 
improve their integration into the EU; calls for the implementation of specific 
programmes and measures for the island regions in order to improve port 
infrastructure, thereby ensuring improved access to continental markets;

16. Points to the key role that the outermost regions should play in drawing up and 
implementing the future European maritime strategy, bearing in mind their 
geographical location and extensive knowledge of the seas; notes, in particular, the 
important contribution that the outermost regions can make to the promotion of the 
concept of “Europe of the Seas” in other continents; 

17. Stresses the need for a balanced strategy for maritime regions with regards to the 
environment and the economy as both are equally important for their sustainable 
development and for living conditions in those regions; emphasises, therefore, the 
need for a balance between the Community’s marine and maritime strategy; calls on 
the Commission to safeguard this balance;

18. Stresses the importance of the inland dimension and the interactions between inland 
areas, waterways and rivers, coastal areas and the sea in developing a holistic maritime 
policy;

19. Encourages the development of new networks for the implementation of projects and 
activities in the form of partnerships between the private sector, NGOs, local 
authorities and regions, with a view to achieving greater dynamism, innovation and 
efficiency and improving the quality of life in coastal areas;

20. Stresses the need to support and strengthen the efforts being made to frame a 
European maritime research policy that is consistent with current international 
maritime policy, having also in mind the protection of the environment and the vital 
importance of the sea, not only for the EU but also for the international community;

21. Stresses the need to ensure social, economic and territorial cohesion for the coastal and 
insular regions, and to implement measures particularly in the fields of maritime 
transport, energy, the securing of adequate water resources, and the protection of the 
fragile coastal and island environment;

22. Emphasises the need to replace standard technologies with environmentally friendly 
ones and calls on the Commission and the Member States to provide financial 
incentives or/and tax relief and assistance, using innovative research programmes to 
encourage and facilitate such a shift;

23. Encourages research centres all over Europe to cooperate in their research into 
innovative ship engine technology; notes that such research should be bear in mind 
environmental protection and especially the combating of sea and coastal pollution 
and the destruction of ecosystems; further calls for the creation of a “European 
research network on oceans” with the remit of supporting common European maritime 
research, which could render the EU a global leader in the field; 
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24. Encourages the creation of an informal 'task-force' composed of the Commission and 
relevant stakeholders in the field, with the remit of monitoring maritime sustainable 
cooperation in European seas and preparing for more ambitious objectives that are to 
be achieved after 2013;

25. Stresses the need to develop coastal regions, islands and outermost regions in a 
sustainable way, so that they remain attractive places in which to live, work and invest 
for future generations as well, by improving accessibility and internal transport 
infrastructures, in particular by introducing greater flexibility in the provision of 
economic support measures for transport. Taking into account the impact of seasonal 
demographic changes, points out the need to adopt measures in accordance with the 
subsidiarity principle in order to improve services of general interest (health, 
education, water and energy, information, communication technologies, postal 
services, waste water and waste treatment);

26. Calls on the Commission to pay special attention to the diminishing number and the 
ageing of Union citizens employed in sectors relating to the sea; believes that further 
steps should be taken to promote training and lifelong learning for those workers; 

27. Stresses the need to improve maritime data recording by supporting the proposal for 
setting up a European Marine Observation and Data Network (EMODN) which will 
integrate existing and new maritime data, thereby enabling long-term monitoring and a 
high-quality risk assessment process;

28. Stresses that a holistic European maritime policy should have an external relations 
dimension, especially with third countries in the immediate neighbourhood, in 
response to efforts for governance of high seas beyond European waters, and to 
international regulatory processes, which will affect national policies of Member 
States; 

29. Maintains that European territorial cooperation has an important role to play as 
regards setting up regional research centres, in the joint management of water and 
estuary resources, in the management of energy sources, land, seashores, and safety, 
and in the promotion of social development and strategic planning in the various 
sectors making up the maritime ‘cluster’; considers that the above strategy should also 
be implemented by drawing to the full on the potential of the ENP;

30. Calls for a future maritime policy in the Union to respect the commitments made by 
Member States in the framework of international treaties (i.e. the Convention for the 
Protection of the Marine Environment of the North-East Atlantic - OSPAR) and that 
comply with or enhance possible commitments in future EU-frameworks;

31. Calls on the Commission to also consider the re-allocation of de-committed funds due 
to the N+2 or N+3 rule towards financing structural interventions within the 
framework of the future EU maritime policy, in particular relating to improving the 
quality of life in coastal regions, the marine environment and local employment in the 
maritime industry;

32. Stresses the need for increased scientific research into the interaction of different parts 
of the marine ecosystem and the effects on this of climate change and of human 

http://www.ospar.org/
http://www.ospar.org/
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exploitation of natural resources;

33. Encourages all initiatives and activities undertaken by FRONTEX and also 
encourages, taking into account the peculiarities of each island, stronger and closer co-
ordination and co-operation of the islands in order to effectively confront and fight 
illegal migration and drug trafficking;

34. Urges the Commission to examine the need for the creation of a European coastguard 
body to assist insular and coastal regions and the Member States in monitoring the 
EU's external borders; Urges the Commission to also examine the possible role of a 
European coastguard body in combating illegal and unregulated fishing within 
European seas; 

35. Calls on the Member States, in their education and training policies, to foster an 
understanding of, and an appreciation for, maritime heritage and encourage 
recruitment to occupations and professions connected with the sea; also calls for 
education to be tailored more accurately to the specific needs of the various bodies 
involved in the maritime ‘cluster’;

36. Asks the Commission and Member States to ensure an adequate level of participation 
by local and regional authorities in the implementation of an integrated maritime 
policy and the management of coastal regions; also calls for the support of thematic 
regional networks on the development of common projects in the fields of transport, 
infrastructure, protection of the environment, coordination of fisheries and commercial 
cooperation;

37. Calls on the Commission to investigate how land planning and integrated management 
of coastal zones can be successfully implemented, with particular reference to the 
special circumstances of islands. 
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