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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Regional Development calls on the Committee on Industry, Research and 
Energy, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in its motion 
for a resolution:

1. Welcomes the Conclusions of the European Council of 9 March and in particular its 
decision that, until a global and comprehensive post 2012 agreement is concluded, the EU 
makes a firm independent commitment to achieve at least a 20% reduction of greenhouse 
gas by 2020 compared to 1990 and the highly ambitious quantified targets on energy 
efficiency, renewable energies and the use of bio-fuels;

2. Further welcomes the fact that the 'New Energy Policy for Europe' fully respects Member 
States' choice of energy mix and their sovereignty over primary energy sources, while at 
the same time, the policy is underpinned with a spirit of solidarity amongst Member 
States, ensuring an integrated approach to climate change and the challenge of promoting 
environmental sustainability; stresses that an energy policy using renewables offers the 
opportunity for a decentralised energy policy through the exploitation of regional 
possibilities and needs; calls on the competent authorities to acquire the means to achieve 
these objectives; calls, therefore, on the Member States to consider all possible renewable 
energy technologies;

3. Regrets, however, that the Commission has underplayed the link between the 
development of renewable energy sources and its impact on the structure of the labour 
market, on education and occupational training and on the development of industrial 
relations; 

4. Urges the Member States to map out potential renewable energy sources in their different 
regions with a view to exploiting the capacities of each country to the full thus 
encouraging the regions to make use of renewable energy sources;

5. In the context of the annual review of the Energy Action Plan, insists that the European 
Parliament be informed annually of the progress and the results obtained in implementing 
the EU's energy and climate change policy, prior to the annual examination by the 
European Council; also calls on the Member States to devise their climate strategies, or 
energy strategies – particularly with a view to increasing the proportion of renewable 
energy sources and energy efficiency – in the light of regional characteristics; 

6. Calls on the Commission to make cogeneration compulsory when technically possible 
where renewable energy is produced from biomass and to study the impact of wood-
burning furnace projects on the local and sustainable development of the timber sector, 
given that this sector plays a major role in contributing to regional development and the 
dynamism of rural economies;

7. Urges the Commission to come forward as soon as possible with its proposed directive on 
renewable energies, together with tools for promotion, technology transfer and 
dissemination of Best Practice in the use of this potential; calls on the EU to set an 
average target of 25% renewables by 2020 and clear binding targets for the electricity, 
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transport, heating and cooling sectors, and to clarify the roles, rights and responsibilities 
of the regions and local authorities in policy implementation, in line with the principle of 
subsidiarity;

8. Urges the Commission to come forward as soon as possible with its proposed directive on 
the use of renewable energy sources for heating and refrigeration, together with tools for 
promotion, technology transfer and dissemination of European best practice in the use of 
this potential, which has hitherto been considerably under-exploited in Europe;

9. Calls on the Commission to mobilise all local stakeholders affected by the development 
of renewable energy sources – local and regional authorities, farmers and foresters, 
businesspeople and planners, universities, researchers and private individuals – to 
encourage the establishment of public-private partnerships and improve the supply and 
marketing circuits for the renewable energy produced;

10. Calls on the Council and Commission, in addition to legislative changes and 
technological improvements, to pay particular attention to creating the conditions for 
success, which calls for intensive involvement by local and regional authorities and all 
stakeholders in society;

11. Calls on the Member States who have not already done so to proceed quickly with the 
implementation of the Energy Performance in Buildings Directive (2002/91/EC) and to 
speed up the preparation of the national energy efficiency action plans provided for in 
Directive 2006/32/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council on energy end-use 
efficiency and energy services, in collaboration with local and regional authorities; 

12. Calls subsequently upon the regions and local authorities to commit themselves to the 
success of the objectives on their own territory, to take these objectives into account in 
their regional planning and land occupation policies, particularly with a view to dealing 
with urban sprawl and transport issues, to insist systematically on the need for new 
constructions and buildings, and the renovation of energy systems in existing buildings, 
to be carbon neutral and to simplify and speed up the administrative procedures required 
for the development of renewable sources of energy; 

13. Calls on the Member States and the regional and local authorities to set an example for 
the European public by adopting renewable energy technologies on their premises, 
encouraging the use of biofuels in their vehicles and saving energy by means of energy-
efficient installations; 

14. Calls for subsidiarity to be taken fully into account and for local and regional authorities 
to put in place local energy plans including energy conservation, energy efficiency and 
how to increase the use of renewable energy;

15. Asks Member States, regions and local authorities to contribute by means of campaigns 
and economic incentives to changing public views and habits of consumption in the field 
of energy efficiency and the development of renewable energy sources;

16. Asks Member States, regions and local authorities to ensure that clear information 
promoting the technological aspects of photovoltaic electrical generation as well as the 
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technical and practical information concerning bio-fuels, biomass, wind, water and 
geothermal energy and energy efficiency are made available to the general public and 
socio economic actors along with information on the financial incentives which are also 
available; 

17. Asks the Member States to encourage the authorities to make financial incentives 
available, encourage training, R+D and innovation in the field of renewables, and 
broaden the opportunities for innovative undertakings;

18. Calls for funding to be made available under territorial cohesion in order to promote 
cross-border and inter-regional co-operation by Regional Authorities, Local Authorities 
and NGOs so as to promote Best Practice and an integrated approach to Energy Policy;

19. Calls upon the Member States and the Commission to promote, via territorial 
cooperation, the development of regional networks of alternative and renewable energy 
resources aimed at consumers and end-users;

20. Calls on the Commission to give examples of regional and local development achieved 
by promoting renewable energy sources and energy saving and to assist in the exchange 
of best practices and information by European regional and local authorities;·

21. Considers it necessary that there be developed a European-wide strategy for the transition 
of a petroleum-based transport system to a system based on alternative and renewable 
fuels, such as hydrogen fuel and bio-fuels, including plans for a pan-European highway 
system providing renewable and alternative fuel sources; further considers that all 
reasonable efforts should be made to ensure that remote and underdeveloped regions are 
connected to such a European-wide network;

22. Urges Regional Authorities, Local Authorities and NGOs to avail of funding under FP7, 
the Structural Funds and the CIP/IEE (Intelligent Energy Europe), which will stimulate 
research, promote Renewable Energy technologies, the use of Bio-fuels and the 
development of new modes of energy Transport and storage to reduce energy losses; 
furthermore, supports the EURENEW initiative for treaty provisions on renewable 
energy; 

23. Underlines the fact that the production of plant fuels is often highly energy intensive and 
carbon negative, while the clearing of rain forests to facilitate the cultivation of plants for 
fuels also strips away the positive effects of plant fuels for our climate. Therefore urges 
the EU to focus on measures to improve energy efficiency and reduce fossil fuel 
consumption;

24. Calls on the Member States, which have until now invested massively in old energy 
sources, to ensure that the necessary public and private investments are made in 
renewable energy sources, both for research and equipment;

25. Considers that the challenges presented by climate change should be viewed as a 
threefold opportunity: to invest in new technologies in order to promote environmental 
sustainability and enhance business competitiveness by using the propagation of 
renewable energy sources and energy efficiency as a horizontal objective, and, 
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furthermore, as an opportunity, to complete the internal market for gas and electricity 
leading to priority grid access for renewables and to a more interconnected and secure 
supply and to promote a means of developing regional jobs which are not vulnerable to 
relocation (building insulation, renewable resources, etc.); 

26. Emphasises that security of supply can be achieved by greater co-operation at regional 
level, both between and within Member States, by varying the energy mix, so as to avoid 
over-reliance on any one type of energy supply, and by varying the suppliers;
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