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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Regional Development calls on the Committee on Transport and Tourism, 
as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in its motion for a 
resolution:

1. Welcomes the Commission's proposals and underlines the importance of air transport in 
ensuring territorial, economic and social cohesion in the Union, in particular with regard 
to remote, peripheral and island regions;

2. Notes the importance of airports, which are sometimes the only 'window to the world', and 
calls on Member States, the Commission and regional authorities to take greater account 
of the fact that good internal and international air transport connections are often decisive 
with regard to the location of investment, the development of tourism and the rapid 
transportation of goods; 

3. Taking account of the pace of air transport development, stresses that, with regard to 
regional communities, there should be an objective analysis of airports' air traffic capacity 
over at least the next 25 years, which will allow investment to be made in the construction 
of new airports and the modernisation of existing airports - including the conversion of 
former military airfields into civil airports - on a rational (and not solely ambitious) basis;

4. Calls on Member States and regional and local authorities to ensure that airports, 
regardless of their governing bodies, are included in regional spatial development plans or 
taken into account in regional development strategies; points out that the extension and 
construction of major infrastructure such as airports must be subject to a territorial impact 
assessment;

5. Underlines the need to ensure that the fastest possible transport links are provided between 
airports and town centres;

6. Stresses the importance of interregional, including cross-border, cooperation and 
considers it advisable to locate regional airports where they can most effectively serve 
neighbouring and border regions;

7. Considers it particularly useful to apply intermodal solutions where possible; takes the 
view that (high-speed) rail links between airports offer an ideal opportunity to ease the 
capacity problems of the airports concerned;

8. Stresses the economic importance of airports for job creation, particularly at regional 
level; points out that European airport operators, airlines, maintenance firms, caterers are 
in a position to create a significant number of jobs, thereby contributing to the 
achievement of the Lisbon Strategy;

9 Calls on Member States and regional and local authorities to take account of 
environmental factors when deciding where to locate airports, including noise, emissions, 
road traffic density in the vicinity of the airport, the proximity of fuel tanks, etc., and of 
meteorological factors;
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10. Considers that the building and expansion of airport and related infrastructures should be 
adequately supported by national and regional authorities and receive appropriate 
financing under the Trans-European Transport Networks (TEN-T), the Cohesion Fund and 
the European Regional Development Fund (ERDF).
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