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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Regional Development calls on the Committee on Transport and Tourism, 
as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in its motion for a 
resolution:

1. Applauds the Commission’s decision to develop an integrated maritime policy to face the 
challenges of climate change (inter alia by developing maritime energy capacity),  
globalisation, regional development, competitiveness, protection of the marine 
environment and safety and security, and one which incorporates many of the ideas 
outlined by Parliament;

2. Also welcomes the recommendation issued by the European Council of 
14 December 2007 to the effect that maritime policy should be adapted to the various 
specific features of the Member States and maritime regions, including coastal regions, 
islands, and the outermost regions;

3. Considers the involvement of regional and local partners to be essential in order to make 
a success of the maritime policy; maintains, therefore, that there must be closer 
cooperation and interconnection between European coastal regions, to be achieved by 
promoting coordinated strategies to foster development and competitiveness and by 
dovetailing the different tiers of governance more effectively;

4. Welcomes the Commission's Action Plan outlined in its communication on an Integrated 
Maritime Policy (COM(2007)0575) and in the accompanying documents 
(SEC(2007)1278), (SEC(2007)1279) and (SEC(2007)1280) and in particular the 
Commission’s strategy to mitigate the effects of climate change on maritime regions and 
the concomitant effects on tourism; draws attention to the need for further adaptation of 
that strategy to the specific features of maritime regions;

5. Notes that the future maritime policy is of key importance to the positive future 
development of the EU’s coastal regions, islands, and outermost regions; points out that 
broadening the scope of the maritime policy to encompass tourism  in coastal areas would 
constitute an innovation central to the development and cohesion of those regions;

6. Stresses the key role regional authorities and coastal communities will play in the 
implementation of the new integrated maritime policy and in the Commission’s 
forthcoming European Action Plan on sea-based economic activity; emphasises the 
importance of good-quality transport infrastructure and stresses its positive effects on 
quality of life and the tourist industry; in this connection, calls on all concerned to work 
efficiently to ensure the optimal use of development funds;

7. Points to the effect upon local ecosystems of the increase in economic activity and 
tourism in coastal regions accompanied by an increase in all forms of transport; 
welcomes therefore the development of an integrated maritime policy which will address 
these problems; further calls for better data collection as regards the maritime sector and 
coastal regions;
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8. Looks forward to the publication of a set of guidelines for Member States on the drawing-
up of national integrated maritime polices and the annual reports on EU and Member 
State action in this regard; recommends that the EU, the Member States and coastal 
regions, which have essential knowledge and a key role to play in this field, coordinate 
their activities effectively and for the benefit of all;

9. Whilst acknowledging the competence of the Member States in this field, awaits with 
interest the publication by the Commission of a road map to facilitate the development by 
Member States of maritime spatial planning; points to the need to maintain economic, 
social, territorial, and environmental considerations in proper balance;

10. Encourages the Commission in its efforts to create a European maritime transport space 
without barriers, together with a comprehensive maritime transport strategy for 
2008-2018;

11. Maintains that a genuine European maritime transport space without barriers requires that 
the EU’s coastal regions, islands, and outermost regions be made safer from the point of 
view of development and environmental sustainability;

12. Points out that the exceptional maritime dimension which the coastal regions, islands, and 
the outermost regions bring to the EU offers unique opportunities as regards innovation, 
research, the environment, biodiversity, the development of innovative sea-based 
technologies and other areas, and that the future integrated maritime policy must 
capitalise on these opportunities; recognises the desirability of setting up centres of 
excellence and recommends that encouragement and support be given to the university 
research centres already existing in coastal areas;

13. In the light of the recent accidents concerning oil tankers, and the ensuing environmental 
harm, emphasises the need for clear guidelines on seafaring and for international 
cooperation aimed at encouraging third countries to apply the same or similar rules;

14. Maintains that the integrated maritime policy for the European Union should have its own 
funding, taking into account the actual specific characteristics of the various regions 
involved;

15. Supports the Commission’s intention to consolidate a maritime Europe, creating the 
image of a dynamic, responsible Europe committed to protecting and promoting the seas 
not just in relation to outsiders, but also within the EU itself;

16. Points to the importance of wave power as an alternative clean energy source and calls on 
the Commission to take this form of energy into account in future action plans;

17. Regrets and is surprised that, in its communication on its legislative and work programme 
for 2008 (COM(2007)0640), the Commission has neglected to cover the maritime policy 
measures to be taken in 2008, an omission at odds with the fact that the Commission now 
has a maritime policy Action Plan.
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