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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Regional Development calls on the Committee on Transport and Tourism, 
as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in its motion for a 
resolution:

1. Calls on the Commission to draw up a strategy for the implementation of a sustainable 
transport policy in the EU, based on the relationship between cohesion and transport 
policy in achieving the broader goal of sustainable regional development and territorial 
cohesion throughout the EU;

2. Notes that an integrated and coordinated approach to infrastructure planning, project 
financing and development plays a central role in developing a competitive and 
sustainable transport sector; stresses that local and regional authorities often cannot meet 
transport challenges without cooperation, and calls on the Member States, therefore, to 
cooperate actively with the stakeholders in the policy development and implementation 
process; 

3. Calls on the Commission to take into account  the role that cohesion policy plays in 
developing transport infrastructure by prioritising networks and not merely stand-alone 
projects; takes the view that networks should be based on a socio-economic analysis 
which takes into account demand and traffic flow as well as social and territorial aspects; 
considers that use of Intelligent Transport Systems contributes to the development of 
transport infrastructures in terms of safety, sustainability and efficiency; asks that 
transport projects co-financed from the Structural Funds and Cohesion Fund be oriented 
towards pursuing the goal of balanced development and achieving greater territorial 
cohesion and calls for a better coordination between Community Funds and national 
funds;

4. Highlights the added value of interregional, cross-border and transnational cooperation in 
addressing challenges faced by the transport sector; calls, therefore, for the trans-border 
considerations to be taken into account in future transport policy; highlights the 
importance of the TEN-T priority axes and also underlines the important role of transport 
with regard to the development of macro-regions;

5. Notes the increasing trend of urbanisation in Europe; stresses the need to ensure high 
quality and accessible transport services for citizens in urban areas; highlights the EU’s 
role in fostering cooperation between urban areas to allow sharing and exchanging of best 
practice in order to make transport systems more sustainable; urges the local authorities 
to promote the most ecological form of public transport possible; stresses, in this 
connection, the significance of the Action Plan on Urban Mobility adopted on 30 
September 2009, and expects the measures proposed therein to be introduced swiftly;

6. Highlights the need for adequate research in the field of transport innovation, with the 
aim of, among other things, reducing energy consumption and carbon emissions and 
increasing the use of renewable energies;

7. Highlights the primary importance of road traffic and road expansion for the connection 
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and competitiveness of regional businesses; stresses, in particular, the importance of road 
links for the economic development of peripheral and outermost regions; recognises the 
central role which efficient road freight plays in a sustainable transport mix; calls on the 
Commission and Member State authorities to facilitate the completion of the 
liberalisation of cabotage transport, to reduce the prevalence of empty mileage and to 
provide for a more sustainable road and rail network in the form of more freight transport 
hubs;

8. Notes that rail liberalisation is linked with the challenge of reducing greenhouse gas 
emissions from the transport sector as a whole and promoting regional development; 
notes that liberalisation must not influence the competitiveness of rail transport vis-à-vis 
road transport and that it is necessary to give particular attention to ensuring that 
peripheral regions improve their rail connectivity; 

9. Stresses the importance of developing short-sea shipping as well as freshwater traffic in 
rivers and lakes as a sustainable mode of transport which can also improve the 
connectivity and development of peripheral, insular and outermost regions; stresses the 
need for consultations and discussions to be held on the specific transport issues facing 
archipelago regions; highlights the need to look at short-sea-shipping and sea-highway 
projects in a broader context embracing the countries in Europe’s immediate geographical 
environment; points out that this will require a better synergy to be achieved between 
regional policy, development policy and transport policy;

10. Recognises that regional airports play a crucial role in the development of peripheral and 
outermost regions by increasing their connectivity with hubs; considers it particularly 
useful to apply intermodal solutions where possible and identify innovative financial 
solutions to facilitate the modernisation of these airports; takes the view that (high-speed) 
rail links between airports offer an ideal opportunity to sustainably link different modes 
of transport.
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