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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Regional Development calls on the Committee on Foreign Affairs, as the 
committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in its motion for a resolution:

1. Considers the Black Sea region to be a strategically crucial area and believes that an EU 
Strategy for the Black Sea will contribute to realising the aims of European integration; 
deems the Strategy essential to the region’s sustainable and coordinated development, as 
well as to the stability and security of the region and of the EU as a whole;

2. Believes that in order to launch an effective Strategy for the Black Sea, it is vital to 
involve fully and in a constructive way all the countries concerned, both EU and non-EU 
ones; calls for cooperation between all the relevant regions, and stresses the importance of 
participation by bodies at all levels of governance in order to ensure the success of an 
integrated approach, through the involvement of existing organisations, such as the BSEC, 
the PABSEC and the Commission on the Black Sea, but also consenting to the creation of 
new ones where necessary, in order to jointly identify common challenges and available 
resources, as well as areas where coordinated action can bring significant added value; 
regards it as essential, nevertheless, to define their respective spheres of responsibility in 
order to avoid any overlapping of competences between different levels of government 
and to ensure speedy implementation; 

3. Considers coordination with other strategies developed at EU level to be vital; welcomes, 
in this context, the forthcoming publication of the EU Strategy for the Danube Region and 
invites all the states concerned to develop Black Sea-related projects, since the two 
regions are territorially and economically interconnected; 

4. Encourages the development, in the context of the Strategy, of an integrated approach and 
the use of the well-established principles of the EU’s Cohesion Policy and Neighbourhood 
Policy, which can help deliver effective results while facilitating the capacity-building 
process for regions which are lagging behind; in particular, believes that cross-border 
cooperation between regions should be enhanced, in order to tackle common problems 
through coordinated action; points out that the European Grouping for Territorial 
Cooperation (EGTC) offers a suitable cooperation framework for structured, multi-level 
governance; calls on the Commission to explore ways of better coordinating the various 
European instruments providing for cross-border cooperation at the Union’s external 
borders; 

5. Is in favour of the continuation of programmes supported under the European 
Neighbourhood and Partnership Instrument (ENPI) and recommends that a sufficient 
budget be provided for the Black Sea Basin Joint Operational Programme for the next 
programming period, in order to fully address and continue efforts to achieve all the 
objectives stated in the ENPI CBC Strategy Paper 2007-2013; emphasises that uniform 
rules should be drawn up to govern applications, so that any legal entity in any state 
participating in the programme area can apply as lead applicant; considers that all the 
countries in the Black Sea Basin Joint Operational Programme should be involved and 
encouraged to participate actively in the next programming period; 
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6. Encourages the development of synergies between the various Union policies that come 
into play in the Strategy, particularly the Structural Funds, the Research and Development 
Framework Programme and the Trans-European Transport Networks, in order to ensure 
the sustainability of the actions financed; in that way opportunities created by one 
economic development initiative can be taken up by another complementary initiative; 

7. Recognises the importance of regional and local authorities and stakeholders for the 
planning and implementation of the strategy, considering their close link with the territory 
and with local people; calls, therefore, for their needs to be identified and for them to be 
fully involved in the strategy;

8. Points out that the exchange of best practices between regions is of pivotal importance for 
all areas of cooperation, in that regions with long experience of developing and 
implementing projects could help other regions to improve their performance;

9. Regards the improvement of the administrative capacity of all local and regional 
stakeholders in the Black Sea region as vital in order to ensure the efficient 
implementation and sound financial management of EU projects, greater transparency and 
accountability, and balanced territorial development across the area;

10. Takes the view that all infrastructure projects, whether in the area of transport or energy, 
should be negotiated between all the Black Sea countries concerned, and that coordination 
should be ensured especially with regard to TEN-T projects and to projects relating to the 
development of harbours; stresses the importance of better intermodal freight operations, 
through the integration of short-sea shipping into transport logistics, improved port 
operations and more efficient hinterland connections; considers that the EU must continue 
cooperating with its regional partners on improving infrastructure safety, modernising 
existing infrastructure and creating new infrastructure; calls for effective coordination of 
search-and-rescue operations in the Black Sea Basin and for the establishment of a Black 
Sea surveillance strategy;

11. Emphasises the importance of the projects in the Southern Corridor, bearing in mind the 
EU’s basic aim of diversifying energy supply channels;

12. Having regard to the importance of the Black Sea region for Europe’s energy supply, 
considers a thorough evaluation of the benefits and environmental implications of 
currently planned and future energy projects essential; in this regard, considers it crucial 
that, in order to be effectively prepared for all potential environmental disasters and 
technical accidents, all the countries and regions concerned agree well in advance on how 
to deal with these events from an environmental, economic and technical point of view; 

13. Given that the Black Sea is highly polluted, and that pollution knows no frontiers, calls for 
a joint solution to be found to the problem through the use of all existing instruments and 
on the basis of EU standards for all the Black Sea countries, with the aim of tackling and 
reducing pollution, as well as further safeguarding the environment and the climate by 
means of preventive measures; 

14. Given the overfishing in the Black Sea, calls for agreed measures under the Strategy to 
protect natural resources (fish stocks, biodiversity, etc.) and for the sustainable 
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development of fishing areas; supports moves to promote cultural heritage (accumulated 
vocational experience and skills, new specialisations), and an improvement in quality of 
life in those areas; encourages local and regional partnerships, and considers that the 
Black Sea Strategy should contribute towards the modernisation of existing seaports and 
the updating of port services, with due regard for environmental safety and protection 
standards; 

15. Considers that the projects agreed by Black Sea countries can contribute to social and 
economic development, with the emphasis on diversification of economic activities, the 
stepping-up of cooperation in the fields of education and research and the protection of 
natural resources, and also to improved cooperation on strengthening security by 
combating cross-border crime;

16. Points out that the impact of climate change on the Black Sea region, its people and 
economy poses considerable challenges to new development potentials, so that increased 
cooperation among the countries bordering on the Black Sea should be further supported 
and encouraged, particularly in the field of developing adaptation and mitigation measures 
in anticipation of emergencies;

17. Considers the rich legacy of cultural landscapes and heritage habitats found across the 
Black Sea region as perhaps one of the clearest illustrations of the idea of strength in 
diversity; believes that sensitive integrated use and conservation of these assets can 
contribute to the aim of the new strategy by ensuring that common regional marketing and 
branding exploit the full range of qualities that the region has to offer.
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