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SUGGESTIONS 

The Committee on Regional Development calls on the Committee on Employment and Social 

Affairs, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in its motion 

for a resolution: 

A. whereas Article 3(3) TEU provides for the development of the EU on the basis of a social 

market economy, while Article 14 TEU and Protocol 26 to the same treaty recognise that 

services of general interest are an integral part of the European social model, with 

Parliament and the Council being responsible, albeit without prejudice to the competences 

of the national, regional and local authorities, for defining the principles and conditions,  

B. whereas social services of general interest (SSGI), and their quality and efficiency, are 

essential for the achievement of the objectives of the EU's 2020 strategy, and have 

positive effects in terms of economic growth, employment and social and territorial 

cohesion, 

1. Recalls that the diversity of models of SSGI among Member States needs to be respected 

in line with the principle of subsidiarity; advocates the dissemination and exchange of best 

practice and know-how from those Member States and regions with most experience in 

providing services in the domain of SSGI, as a crucial means for their future development; 

2. Draws attention to the crucial role of regional and local authorities in providing social 

services, and recalls the need to take account of their opinions in the definition by 

Member States of such services;  

3. Calls on Member States, especially at a time when the citizens are resorting even more to 

SSGI owing to the severe economic crisis, to ensure that the decentralisation of power to 

regional or local authorities is accompanied by sufficient budgetary resources; 

4. Stresses that the fundamentally structuring and inclusive character of SSGI contributes in 

a relevant, useful and effective way to the development of all regions by enabling the 

State and local or regional authorities to perform a role using public and private funding; 

considers that preserving them in rural and vulnerable regions is particularly important 

and stresses as well the vital role of SSGI in limiting risks of segregating fragilised and 

marginalised communities; 

5. Stresses that SSGI also cover non-economic activities which are not and should not be 

subject to the rules of the internal market and which contribute to the objective of 

territorial cohesion of the European Union; 

6. Urges the Commission to act in response to the need for legal certainty for providers and 

organisers of SSGI within the existing legal framework by taking advantage of the current 

revision of the Monti-Kroes package to develop made-to-measure solutions for social 

services; asks the Commission to make available to public authorities a methodology 

specifying how to correctly apply European Union rules; 

7. Calls on the Commission to study the feasibility of territorial cooperation with regard to 
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SSGI to eliminate in due course any obstacles arising from financing rules; 

8. Favours implementing a Voluntary European Quality Framework for SSGI; 

9. Believes that national, regional and local authorities should extend the application of 

Public-Private Partnerships in the area of SSGI in order to increase their efficiency and 

availability. 
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