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SUGGESTIONS 

The Committee on Regional Development calls on the Committee on Budgets, as the 

committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in its motion for a resolution: 

1. Considers that the indisputable added value of European cohesion policy offers the best 

means of creating jobs and promoting economic growth and sustainable development, 

contributing to the regions’ economic and social development and the well-being of the 

population; stresses the fact that programmes that started after 2007 are becoming fully 

operational and therefore require higher payment appropriations, and that this need must 

be reflected accordingly in the EU Budget for 2012; 

2. Considers cohesion policy to be a crucial instrument, correcting structural imbalances in 

the less-developed regions and promoting regional competitiveness and sustainable 

development in a globalised world, in line with the Europe 2020 Strategy objectives but 

also with flexibility, according to specific regional characteristics, needs and objectives; 

recalls Parliament's conviction that whilst the budgetary resources under headings 1a and 

1b should be used so as to align policy areas with the objectives of the EU 2020 Strategy, 

the objectives of cohesion policy, namely the reduction of regional disparities, are of equal 

importance and should be reflected in the budgetary appropriations, in order to promote 

real convergence and genuine economic and social cohesion; 

3. Calls on Member States to assume their responsibility towards European taxpayers by 

foreseeing and demanding commitment appropriations for 2012 based on thorough 

planning in line with the multiannual financial framework and by ensuring the successful 

and effective implementation of cohesion policy, in line with a more outcome-oriented 

approach to the implementation; 

4. Reiterates Parliament’s view on the need for further simplification of the relevant rules 

and procedures of implementation, without prejudice to the need for transparency and 

accountability; is aware, in this context, of the need to harmonise the rules on shared-

management funds as part of the revision of the Financial Regulation; 

5. Considers that pilot projects contribute to innovation in regional development and hopes 

that the capacity to implement such projects will be stepped up; 

6. Recalls that cohesion policy is an instrument which is used to fund a substantial number of 

fields of EU policy; underlines and reiterates Parliament's position that cohesion policy 

must be given adequate and sufficient resources in order to achieve its purpose under the 

Treaties; is therefore of the view that a real terms increase in the Cohesion Policy budget 

is required for 2012. 
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