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SUGGESTIONS 

The Committee on Regional Development calls on the Committee on the Environment, Public 

Health and Food Safety, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following 

suggestions in its motion for a resolution: 

1. Welcomes the flagship initiative on resource efficiency, which must include all of Europe's 

resources including raw materials such as fuels, minerals and metals and also resources such 

as food, soil, water, air, and the natural environment; underlines that the policy should 

promote the sustainable use of resources and focus on investment in sustainable development 

of territories to secure smart, sustainable and inclusive growth in Europe which contributes to 

security of energy supply, more energy efficient transport whilst realising the potential of 

green jobs and competitiveness of European undertakings and improving the quality of life for 

present and future generations and ensuring intergenerational solidarity; 

 

2. Stresses the need to focus investments on energy efficiency, renewable energies, energy 

efficiency of buildings and clean transport as well as on regional infrastructure for renewable 

energies, especially in disadvantaged regions; invites Member States to reinforce the 

contribution of structural funds to sustainable growth in the current programming period and 

asks the Commission to assess the modified operational programmes in an unbureaucratic and 

quick way; 

3. Points out that, despite the efforts of the EU and the national, regional and local authorities, 

significant dysfunctions are still occurring in the context of shared resource use; stresses, 

accordingly, that in order to achieve a resource-efficient Europe, increased coordination and 

synergies between a wide range of policy areas and their various instruments, together with 

sharing best practice in the context of networks of local and regional authorities which relate 

to the management of regional funds, should be implemented at local, regional, national and 

EU level with a view to ensuring their effectiveness and promoting a joint strategy for 

resource use; points out that regional policy already has a coordinated and integrated approach 

in place; notes that trade-offs between certain policy areas exist, and these need to be 

encouraged with clear, evidence-based guidance; 

 

4. Points to the crucial role of regional policy in supporting initiatives aimed at efficient use of 

resources, in particular in connection with building energy efficiency, investment in research, 

innovation and sustainable development, owing to its long-term development programmes, 

decentralised administration system and the incorporation of the EU’s priorities for 

sustainable development which makes it especially suitable for achieving the goal of more 

efficient resource use; in light of the debate on results-based policy, calls for programmes and 

practices to ensure that the most efficient use of resources is a key consideration within 

regional policy and considers that these priorities should be taken into account in future 

legislation on regional policy, emphasising projects which promote resource efficiency in 

Europe; 

 

5. Draws attention to the importance of groups of regions and Member States drawing up joint 

strategies for effective resource use; stresses, in this connection, the important role that 

European territorial cooperation can play in securing coordinated strategies of this kind, as 
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well as the urgent need to invest in cross-border energy and environmental infrastructure with 

a view to ensuring that resources are protected and moved more effectively; calls, 

furthermore, for macro-regional strategies focusing, in particular, on environmental protection 

and energy supply and independence to be drawn up; 

6. Emphasizes that resource efficiency should be addressed at regional and local level – taking 

into account the potential, handicaps and different development levels of European regions – 

and regional and local authorities as well as civil organizations, citizens and other 

stakeholders should be directly involved in the initial planning and subsequent 

implementation of relevant measures under the partnership principle appropriately funded 

under technical assistance; this approach, coupled with a public awareness strategy, would 

lead to a greater feeling of responsibility and closer identification with the goals of resource 

efficiency at all levels and it's role in combating climate change; stresses the need for local 

and regional authorities to align measures of resource efficiency with the EU 2020 strategy 

and include these measures into the broader territorial pacts which cover all flagships; 

7. Recommends to the Members States that they involve the sub-national levels, including the 

local level, directly from the outset in defining priorities, planning of measures and in their 

implementation; further recommends that a consultation with citizens is undertaken to provide 

a platform for discussion and information as the public will be key to implementing these 

measures and will be the ultimate beneficiaries of a resource efficient Europe; 

8. Stresses the need for a common set of indicators that will enable the full effect of the 

measures adopted at sectoral level to be assessed, and believes that the Commission must be 

involved in determining those indicators;  

9. Points out that decision-takers at national and regional level must be fully aware of the 

importance of decoupling growth from resource use; calls on every Member State and region 

to make further efforts in the efficient use of resources and to support funding for R&D in this 

field; stresses in this context that the targets must be achievable and affordable and that they 

must have a link to the long-term objective and the road leading to it; 

10. Considers that transparency in respect of cohesion policy and its programming cycle, 

allocation of expenditure and access to information for potential beneficiaries of the structural 

funds are key prerequisites for achieving the overall objectives of cohesion policy;  

11. Stresses that innovation and research are needed in order to attain more sustainable 

production and consumption patterns. 

12. Recalls that the ERDF must continue to meet the complementary goals of efficient use of 

resources and the fight against energy poverty; 

13. Stresses that both entrepreneurs and consumers have an important key to a resource-

efficient Europe in their hands; 

14. Stresses the need to promote the financial engineering tool JESSICA for energy 

infrastructure and energy efficiency projects in urban areas.
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