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SUGGESTIONS 

The Committee on Regional Development calls on the Committee on Transport and Tourism, 

as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in its motion for a 

resolution: 

 

1. Notes that large divergences exist in terms of transport infrastructure and geographical 

accessibility between the eastern and western parts of the EU, between the northern and 

southern regions of the EU, and between central, peripheral and outermost regions; takes 

the view that the transport system within the EU should support, in line with the principle 

of territorial continuity, balanced regional development and territorial cohesion, and 

respect the objectives of sustainable development, all of which will lead to the creation of 

a single European transport area; highlights the special needs islands, mountainous and 

outermost regions have in terms of accessibility and efficient mainland connections, of 

enhancing their competitive position and harnessing the potential offered by regional 

airports and intra- and extra-European sea routes; highlights the application of the 

‘transport equivalent’ principle, as well as the specificities of mountainous and outermost 

regions;  

2. Recalls the crucial role that regional policy plays in the adjustment needed for the 

balanced development of transport in Europe; calls on the EU and the Member States to 

ensure sufficient funding in their budgetary planning and sufficient project planning and 

implementation capacities, but not to do so to the detriment of the cohesion policy’s goals 

and resources; stresses that increased EU cofinancing for infrastructure projects in 

convergence regions can help improve the absorption of Community support; recalls the 

Commission’s recommendation to use monies from cohesion policy funds more resource-

efficiently and to prioritise transport projects that enhance sustainability and are part of 

existing integrated transport strategies; invites Member States to consider that an efficient 

European transport network requires substantial financing, and that a wide range of 

sources, public as well as private, are available;  

3. Points out that urban transport services are covered by the subsidiarity principle; stresses, 

nevertheless, that European cooperation, coordination and funding would enable local 

authorities to meet the challenges they are facing in their efforts to achieve inclusive 

growth and better social cohesion; notes that urban areas suffer most from traffic 

congestion, emissions and noise pollution; believes, in this context, that local authorities 

can make a major contribution to combating climate change through intelligent local 

public transport systems and sustainable city district planning, including bicycle paths; 

calls, in order to effectively address all these challenges, for the integrated management of 

urban, suburban and rural transport; 

4. Points out that transport networks play a leading role in spatial planning policies; stresses 

the particular importance of major transport infrastructure, such as high speed railways, in 

boosting local development; considers that the macro-regions and the strategies for their 

development have the potential to play a more active role in the implementation of a 

coordinated, effective and sustainable transport policy; recalls the importance of drawing 

up, planning and implementing joint transport infrastructure strategies, as well as the need 
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to disseminate best practices in the field of transport; stresses that EU citizens and 

enterprises will be direct beneficiaries of a single European transport area with, as its goal, 

a reduction in the time and resources allocated to freight and passenger transport, and 

closer integration of the markets;  

5. Recalls the importance of drawing up, planning and implementing joint transport 

infrastructure strategies at cross-border level; highlights the importance of European 

territorial cooperation in achieving these coordinated strategies, and the urgency of certain 

cross-border investments; 

6. Calls on the Commission and the Member States to involve local and regional authorities 

in the implementation of the White Paper; 

7. Stresses that establishing good transport infrastructure and good access will make all 

regions economically stronger and more attractive to direct investment, enhancing in the 

longer term both their own competitiveness and the competitive position of the EU as a 

whole, ensuring the solid development of the internal market and achieving the goal of 

territorial cohesion; 

8. Stresses the pivotal importance of short sea shipping and inland waterways, which link 

different European regions and seas but whose potential has yet to be fully harnessed, 

considering them as fields for the further development of the internal market and the 

achievement of cohesion policy goals; considers it important to establish alternative inter-

regional freight and passenger plans in the event of natural disasters; 
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