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SUGGESTIONS 

The Committee on Regional Development calls on the Committee on Transport and Tourism, 

as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in its motion for a 

resolution: 

1. Stresses the importance of regional airports in the context of air transport and their 

important role in contributing to territorial, economic and social cohesion, both within the 

Member States and throughout the Union, by connecting regions; points out that existing 

public service obligations should be maintained, and that any such obligations agreed in 

the future should be justified by the need to guarantee the accessibility and territorial 

continuity of regions, such as the outermost regions, peripheral or island regions, and 

central areas not lying on the main transport routes, given that suitable air transport links 

would enable them to cope with their inherent geographical handicaps; notes that priority 

should be given to improving intermodality in order to achieve this objective; favours the 

option of concluding partnership agreements backed by national and regional authorities 

and airlines; notes the importance of airports, which are sometimes the only effective link 

between a region and the rest of Europe; stresses that regional airports are also needed in 

the least developed regions of Europe, which lack strong road or rail networks; believes, 

therefore, that proper connections to the regions should be provided; notes that, in the 

context of the current economic crisis and efforts at fiscal consolidation, the right balance 

should be struck between each airport’s need to be competitive and balance its books and 

the social and regional needs that must be met; 

2. Takes the view that irrational proliferation of further regional airports would run counter 

to efficiency and sustainability criteria; maintains, on the contrary, that existing links 

should be strengthened, especially in areas (islands, for example) suffering from 

geographical handicaps; welcomes, therefore, any initiative aimed at developing the role 

of public transport, including road transport, in promoting links; 

3. Calls on the Commission, Member States and regional authorities to take account of the 

fact that good air transport connections are important for developing the local economy 

and tourism, attracting investors and ensuring the rapid transportation of passengers and 

goods; recognises the importance of regional airports in improving mobility and 

interregional connectivity, and in helping to make regions more attractive; notes that 

tourism is demonstrating its resilience to the economic crisis, and that special attention 

must be paid to any economic policy aspect or decision likely to support or advance 

tourism, such as air transport and airport infrastructure projects; 

4. Highlights the role of regional airports in acting as a mainspring for the development of 

innovation clusters by diminishing location costs for start-ups, especially in 

geographically remote regions; 

5. Notes the economic importance of regional airports for regional economic growth and job 

creation, particularly in less developed or disadvantaged regions; stresses, in that 

connection, the need to exploit the potential for green jobs more effectively; regrets, 

however, the high number of insecure jobs in the sector, and maintains that staff working 

at the airports proper or for companies providing services there or for airlines operating 
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there must enjoy the necessary decent contractual terms and pay rates, and that the 

working conditions of airport staff must be respected, with provision for minimum 

standards of protection, which frequently do not exist where low-cost airlines account for 

the bulk of the traffic; 

6. Calls on the Member States and regional and local authorities to take account, in addition 

to economic and financial considerations, of environmental, territorial, geological and 

meteorological factors and of other rational criteria when deciding where to locate 

airports, and whenever regional airport facilities need to be renovated or expanded; 

underlines, at the same time, the importance of using and modernising existing structures 

before building new ones; points out that the development of air transport must take 

account of the objectives set out in the EU 2020 Strategy; recommends, accordingly, that 

airports achieve a 30% reduction in CO2 emissions from air transport throughout EU 

airspace by 2020; 

7. Considers it particularly important to employ intermodal transport solutions where 

possible; takes the view, therefore, that, given the current state of technological progress 

in this field, rail or collective road transport links to airports should be developed, as they 

offer an ideal way of incorporating airports into national and European transport networks 

as well as easing the capacity problems of those airports; believes that better connections 

between regional airports and surrounding towns by means of local rail or tram services 

could be environmentally beneficial and help to rationalise regional transport as a whole; 

asks that the particular situation of some regions, in which the development of 

intermodality is affected by their physical and natural characteristics, should not be 

neglected; recognises the possible contribution of regional airports to easing passenger 

transport congestion, thereby relieving overcrowded airports, and to the diversification of 

air transport routes; urges the Member State authorities to propose plans to develop 

existing regional airports and make them more efficient; 

8. Takes the view that regional airports, on account of their environmental and economic 

impact, should be properly supported by national and regional authorities, be subject to 

local and regional consultation, and – on the basis of cost-benefit analyses – be considered 

eligible to apply for financing under EU funds, as well as other EU-funded financial 

engineering instruments within the new programming framework; recommends that the 

Commission take into consideration the opportunities offered by regional airports as part 

of the European central transport network; 

9. Takes the view that the development of regional airports should be taken into account in 

the context of actions under the territorial cooperation objective in order to promote 

balance among the regions in terms of access to airports and the coordinated development 

of a network of transport links, with a view to territorial cohesion; 

10. Calls on the Member States and regional and local authorities to ensure that, in accordance 

with a specific territorial assessment giving due weight to cross-border cooperation, 

airports are included in regional spatial development plans and taken into account in 

regional development strategies – particularly in connection with integrated sustainable 

mobility plans – and, where appropriate, in existing and future macro-regional strategies; 

invites the Member State authorities to consider the importance of regional airports in the 



 

AD\890154EN.doc 5/6 PE478.364v02-00 

 EN 

context of negotiating their future operational programmes; 

11. Points out the importance of drawing up, planning and implementing joint cross-border 

strategies relating to development and access to airport infrastructure; highlights the 

importance of European territorial cooperation in achieving these coordinated strategies, 

and the urgency of certain cross-border investments; calls for all macro-regional 

coordination to include an in-depth study of transport integration – in particular as regards 

air transport – as part of its strategy, in order to achieve genuine social and territorial 

cohesion; 

12. Stresses the importance making the outermost regions more competitive and promoting 

their integration with other regions so as to close the economic gap separating them from 

the rest of Europe; 
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